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PASSED along the lane I have deſcr 


without perceiving or being obſerved by 
a human being. The doors were ſhut, 
the window-ſhutters cloſed; and. all was 
ſtill as night. I reached” the extremity 
of the lane unmoleſted. My purſuers, 
if they immediately followed, would 
know tbat the likelihood was ſmall of 


* having 1 in the interval found ſheer 
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in this place ; and would ae without 


heſitation, as I on my part was obliged 
to do, from the end neareſt to the pri- 


ſon to its furtheſt termination, 


The face of the country, in the ſpot 


to which I had thus opened myſelf a 
paſſage, was rude and uncultivated. It 
was overgrown with bruſhwood and 
furze; the ſoil was for the moſt part of 
a looſe ſand; and the ſurface extremely 


irregular. I climbed a ſmall eminence, 
and could perceive not very remote in 
the diſtance a few cottages thinly ſcat- 


tered. This proſpect did not altogether 
pleaſe me; I 'conceived that my ſafety 
would for the preſent be extremely aſ- 


ſiſted by keeping myſelf from the view 


of any human being. 


I therefore came down again-into the 
valley, and upon 'a careful examination 
perceived that it was interſperſed with ca- 


vities, ſome deeper than others, but all 
of them ſo ſhallow as neither to be ca- 
1 4 pPable 
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ts: * hiding a man, nor of exciting 
ſuſpicion as places of poſſible conceal- 
ment. Meanwhile the day had but juſt 
begun to dawn; the morning was lower- 
ing and drizzly ; and, though the depth 
of theſe caverns was of courſe well known 


to the neighbouring inhabitants, the ſha- 
dows they caſt were ſo black and impene- 


trable as might well have produced wider 


expectations in the mind of a ſtranger. 
Poor therefore as was the protection they 
were able to afford, I thought it right ta 


have recourſe to it for the moment as 


the beſt the emergency would ſupply. It 
was for my life ; and, the greater was the 


_ jeopardy to which it was expoſed, the 
more dear did that life ſeem to become 


to my affections. The receſs I chaſe as 
moſt ſecure was within little more than 


a hundred yards of the end of the lane 
and the extreme buildings of the town. 


I had not ſtood up in this manner two E 


minutes, before I heard the ſound of 
B 2 feet, 
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feel, and preſently: faw the ordinary turn- 
key and another paſs the place of my 
retreat, They were ſo cloſe to me that, 
if J had ſtretched out my hand, I believe 
I could have caught hold of their clothes 
without ſo much as changing my poſture. 
As no part of the overhanging 'earth in- 
tervened between me and them, I could 
ſee them entire, though the deepneſs of 
the ſhade rendered me almoſt completelß 
inviſible. I heard them ſay to each 
other, in tones of vehement aſperity, 
Curſe the raſcal! which way can he be 
gone? The reply was, Damn him! I 
wiſh we had him but ſafe once again 
Never fear! rejoined the firſt, he cannot 
have above half a mile the ſtart of us. 
They were preſently out of hearing; for, 
as to fight, I dared not advance my 
body ſo much as an inch to look after 
them, leſt 1 ſhould, be diſcovered by my 
purſueri in ſome other direction. From 
the very ſhort time that elapſed between 
25 „ 
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my eſcape and the appearance of theſe 


men I concluded that” they had made' 
their way through the fame outlet as-I 
had done, it being impoſſible that they 


could have had time to come from the 


gate of the priſon and ſo round a conſi- 


derable part of the town, as they muſt 
| other wie have done. 


I was fo alarmed at this inflance of | 


diligence on the part of the enemy, that 


for ſome time | ſcarcely ventured to pro- 


ceed an inch from my. place of conceals 


ment, or almoſt to change my poſture. _ 
The morning, which had been bleak and 

drizzly, was ſucceeded by a day of heavy 
and inceſſant rain; and the gloomy ſtate 
of the air and ſurrounding objects, to- 
gether with the extreme nearneſs of my 
priſon, and a total want of food, cauſed 


me to paſs the hours in no very agree- 
able ſenſations. This inclemency of the 


weather however, which generated a feel- 
ing of ſtilneſs and ſolitude, encouraged | 
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me by degrees to change my retreat, for 
another of the ſame narure, but of ſome- 
what greater. ſecurity. I hovered with 
little variation about a ſingle ſpot as 
long as the ſun continued above the 

horizon. 5 : 
Towards evening the clouds began to 
diſperſe, and the moon ſhone, as on the 
preceding night, in full brightneſs. 1 
had perceived no human creature during 
the whole day, except in the inſtance. 
alteady mentioned. This had perhaps 
been owing to the nature of the day; at 
all events I conſidered it as too hazardous 
an experiment to venture from my hid- 
ing- place in ſo clear and fine a night, 1 
was therefore obliged to wait for the 
ſetting of this luminary, which was not 
till near five o'clock in the morning. 
My only relief during this interval was 
to allow, myſelf to fink to the bottom 
of my cavern, it being ſcarcely poſſible 
for me to continue any longer on my 
ES feet. 
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| feet; Here I fell into an interrupted | 
and 1 doze, the conſequence 


| of a laborious night and a tedious, me- 
lanchaly day; though I rather ſought to 


avoid ſleep, which, co-operating with the 
coldneſs of the ſeaſon, would tend more 


to injury than advantage. 


The period of darkneſs which 1 hack 


determined-to uſe for the purpoſe of re- 
priſon was in its. whole duration fome- 
thing leſs than three hours. When I 


role from my ſeat, I was weak with hun- 
ger and fatigue, and, which was worſe, I 


ſeemed, between the dampneſs of the pre- 
ceding day and the ſharp, clear froſt of 
the night, to have loſt the command of 
my limbs. I ſtood up and ſhook myſelf; 
L leaned againſt the fide of the hill, im- 
pelling in different directions the muſ- 


cles of the extremities; and at length re- 


covered in ſome degree the ſenſe of feel- 
ing. This operation was attended with 
B 4 a2 
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an incredible aching pain, and required 
no common ſhare of reſolution to en- 
counter and proſecute it. Having quit 
ted my retreat, I at firſt advanced with 
weak and tottering ſteps ; but, as J pro- 
ceeded, increaſed my pace. The barren 
heath which reached to the edge of the 
town was, at leaſt on this ſide, without a 
path; but the ſtars ſhone, and guiding 
myſelf by them I determined to ſteer as 
far as poſſible from the hateful ſcene where 
I lad been ſo long confined. I he line 
I purſued was of regular ſurface, ſome- 
times obliging me to climb a ſteep aſcent, 
and at others to go down into à dark and 
impenetrable dell. I was "often compel- 
led by the dangerouſneſs of the way to 
de vviate conſiderably from the direction 


1 wiſhed to purſue. In the mean time 


I advanced with as much rapidity, as 
theſe and ſimilar obſtacles would permit 
me to do. The ſwiftneſs of the · motion 
and the. chinneſs NA the air reſtored to me 
DE 
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my aide. I forgot the inconveniences 
under which I laboured, and my mind 
became lively, ſpirited and enthuſiaſtic. 
I had now reached the border of the 
heath and entered upon what is uſually 

. termed the foreſt. Strange as it may 

ſeem, it is nevertheleſs true, that, in this 

conjuncture, exhauſted with hunger, 

deſtitute of all proviſion for the future, 1 

and ſurrounded with the moſt alarming | 

| dangers, my mind ſuddenly became glow- 

ing, animated and chearful, I thought 

that by this time the moſt formidable dif- 

ficulties of my undertaking were ſur- 

mounted; and I could not believe that, 

after having effected ſo much, 1 ſhould 

find any thing invincible in what re- 

mained to be done. I recolled ed the con- 

finement I had undergone and the fate 

that had impended over me with horror. 

Neves did man feet more vividly than Ifelt” 

at that moment the ſweets of liberty. Ne. 

ver did man more ſtrenuouſly prefer po- : 
3 B 5 verty. Mb 
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verty with independence to the artificial 
allurements of a life of ſlavery. I ſtretched 
forth my arms with rapture, I clapped 
my hands one upon the other, and ex- 
claimed, Ah, this is indeed to be a man! 
Theſe wriſts were lately galled with fet- 
ters; all my motions, whether I roſe up 
or fat down, were echoed to with the 
clanking of chains; I was tied down like 
a wild beaſt, and could not move but in 
a circle of a few feet in circumference. 
Now I can run, fleet as a greyhound ; 
and leap like a young roe upon the 
mountains. Oh, God ! (if God there be, 
that condeſcends to record the Jas 
beatings of an anxious heart) thou only 
canſt tell with what delight a priſoner, 
Juſt broke forth from his dungeon, hugs 
the bleſſings of new found liberty! Sa- 
cred and indeſcribable moment, when 
man regains his rights! But lately * 
held my life in jeopardy, becauſe one 
en un {a pled enough to aſſert 
| x what 
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* * knew to be falſe; I was deſtined - 


to ſuffer an early and inexorable death 
from the hands of others, becauſe ' none 
of them had penetration enough to diſ- 


tinguiſh from falſhood what I uttered 


with the entire conviction of a full- 


fraught heart! Strange, that men from 
age to age ſhould conſent to hold their 
lives at the breath of another, merely that 
each in his turn may have a power of 


me all the imaginary. hardſhips of hu- 
man life! I will receive them all with 
thankfulneſs. Turn me a prey to the 


wild beaſts of the deſert, ſo I be never 


again the victim of man dreſſed in the 
gore · dripping robes of authority ! Suffer 
me at leaſt to call life and the purſuits of 
life my own! Let me hold it at the merey 
of elements, of the hunger of beaſts or 
the revenge of barbarians, but not of the 
cold - blooded prudence of monopoliſts 
e „„ 


God! give me poverty] ſhower upon 


i 


| 


At firſt I carefully avoided the habita- 


they belonged, leſt it ſhould in any de- 


my purſuers. As I went forward, I 
coneeived it might be proper to relax 
a part of my precaution. At this time 
I perceived ſeveral} perſons coming out 
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and kings How enviable was the 


enthuſiaſm which could thus farniſh me 

wich energy, in the midſt of hunger, po- 

verty and univerſal deſertion! . Hi 
I had now walked at leaſt ſix allen 


tions that lay in my way, and feared to 
be ſeen by any of the perſons to whom 


gree furniſh a clue to the reſearches of 


of a thicket cloſe to me. 1 immediate- 
ly conſidered this circumſtance as ra- 
ther favourable than the | contrary. It 
was neceſſary for me to avoid entering 
any of the towns and villages in the 
vicinity. It was however full time 
that I ſhould procure for myſelf ſome. 
ſpecies of refreſhment, and by no means 
pa cat n mY might be in 

1 2 ſome 
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ſome way affiſting to me in that reſpect. 
In my ſituation it appeared to me indif- 
ferent what might be their employment 


or profeſſion. I had little to apprehend 
from thieves, and 1 believed that they, 


as well as honeſt men, could not fail to 
have ſome compaſſion for a perſon under 


my circumſtances. | I therefore” rather 


threw ws 85 in their oy than = WET 


hem. l 


They were thieves. Onde of the com- 
pany cried out, Who goes there? fandt 
J accoſted them. Gentlemen, ſaid I, I 
am a poor traveller, almoſt—— While 1 
ſpoke, they came round me, and he chat : 
had firſt hailed me. ſaid, Damn me, tip 


us none of your palaver; we have heard 


that ſtory of a poor traveller any time 
tbeſe five years. Come, down with your 


duſt! let us ſee what you have got! Sir, 


I replied, T have not a ſhilling in the 


world, and am more than half ſtarved 
beſide. Not a ſhilling? anſwered my 
EYE aſſallant, 
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aſſailant, what, I ſuppoſe you are as poor 
as a thief ? But, if you have not money, 
you have clothes, and Bol "ou muſe. 
reſign, 


My clothes ! rajvined | with as = 


An you cannot deſire ſuch a thing. Is 
it not enough that I am pennyleſs? I 
have been all night upon the open heath. 
It is now the ſecond day that I have not 
eaten a morſel of bread.” Would you 
ſtrip me naked to the weather in the 
midſt of this depopulated foreſtꝰ No, 
no, you are men! The ſame bined of, 
oppreſſion that arms you againſt the, in- 
ſolence of wealth, will teach you to re- 
lieve thoſe who are periſhing like me. 
For God's ſake, give me food! do not 
ſtrip me of the benefits I ſtill poſſeſs ! 1 . 
While I uttered this apoſtrophe, the 
unpremeditated eloquence of ſentiment, I 
could perceive by their geſtures, though 
the day had not yet begun to dawn, that 
the feelings of one or two of the com- 


pany 
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pany appeared to take my part. The 
man, who had already undertaken to be 
their ſpokeſman, perceived the fame 
thing; and, excited either by the brutal- 
ity of his temper or the love of com- 
mand, haſtened to anticipate the diſgrace 
of a defeat. He bruſhed ſuddenly up 
to me, and by main force puſhed me 
ſeveral feet from the place where I ſtood. 
The ſhock I received drove me upon a 
ſecond of the gang, not one of thoſe who- _ 
had liſtened to my expoſtulation ; and he 
repeated the brutality, My indigna- 
tion was ſtrongly excited by this treat- 
ment; and, after being thruſt backward” 
and forward two or three times in this 
manner, I broke through my aſſailants, 
and turned round to defend myſelf, The 
fiſt that advanced within my reach was 
my original enemy. In the preſent mo- 


ment I liſtened to nothing but the dic- 


tates of paſſion, and I laid him at his 
length on the earth, 1 was immediately 
aſſailed 
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| aſſailed with ſticks and bludgeons on all 
ſides, and preſently received a blow that 
_ almoſt deprived me of my ſenſes,” The 
man I had knocked down was now upon 
his feet again, and aimed a ſtroke at me 
with a cutlaſs as I fell, which took place 
in a deep wound upon my neck and 
ſhoulder. He was going to repeat his 
blow. The two who had ſeemed to 
waver at firſt in their animoſity, after- 
. wards appeared to me to join in the at- 
tack, urged either by animal ſympathy 
or the ſpirit of i imitation. Onde of them 
however, as I afterwards underſtood, 
ſeized the arm of the man who was go- 
ing to ſtrike me a ſecond time with his 
cutlaſs, and who would otherwiſe pro- 
bably have put an end to my exiſtence. 
I could hear the words, Damn it, enough, 
enough ! that is too bad, Gines! How- 
ſo? ? replied a ſecond voice; he will but 
pine here upon the foreſt, and die by 
inches: it will be an act of charity to 
„ 7 
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put him out of his pain,—It will be 
imagined that I was not unintereſted in 
this ſort of debate. I made an effort to 
ſpeak ; my voice failed me. I ſtretched 
out one hand with a geſture of 1 intreaty. 
You ſhall not ſtrike, by God! ſaid one 
of the voices; why ſhould we be mur- 
derers ?—The ſide of forbearance at 
length prevailed. They therefore con- 
tented themſelves with ſtripping me of 


my coat and waiſtcoat, and rolling me 


into a dry ditch. They then left me, 


totally regardleſs of my diſtreſſed condi- 
tion, and the plentiful effuſion of cou | 


which ſtreamed Tag * vound. Abo 
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IN r this el ſituation, though es extremes 
ly weak, I was not deprived of ſenſe. 1 
tore my ſhirt from my naked body, and 
endeavoured with ſome ſucceſs to make 
of it a bandage to ſtaunch the flowing 
of the blood. I then exerted myſelf to 
crawl up the ſide of the ditch. I had 
ſcarcely effected the latter, when with 
equal ſurpriſe and joy I perceived a man 
advancing at no great diſtance. I called 
for help as well as 1 could. The man 
came towards me with evident ſigns of 
compaſſion, and the appearance I exhibit- 
ed was indeed ſufficiently calculated to 
excite it. I had no hat. My hair was 
diſheveled, and the ends of the locks clot- 
ted with blood. My ſhirt was wrapped 
about my neck and ſhoulder, and was 


* 
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plentifully ſtained with red: My body 
which was naked to my middle was va- 

_ riegated with ſtreams of blood, nor. had 
my lower garments which were white on 
any means eſcaped. 

For God's ſake, my poor fellow! faid 
he, with a'tone of the greateſt imaginable 
kindneſs, how came you thus? And; fay- 
ing this, he lifted me up, and ſet me 
on my feet. Can you ſtand ? added he 
doubtfully. Oh, yes, very well, I re- 

_ plied. Having received this anſwer, he ps 
quitted me, and began to take off his 
own coat, that he might cover me from 
the cold, 1 had however overrated my 
ſtrength, and was no ſooner left to my- 
ſelf, than I reeled, and fell almoſt at my 
length upon the ground. But I broke 
my fall by ſtretching out my found arm, 
and again raiſed myſelf upon my knees. 

2 My benefactor now covered me, raiſed me, 
and bidding me lean upon him told me 
he would 8 conduct me to a place 

* 


j 
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where I ſhould be taken e care of. Cou- 3:6 
. rage is a capricious property; and, though 4 
- while I had no one to depend upon but | | 
| myſelf, I poſſeſſed a mine of ſeemingly 
inexhauſtible fortitude, yet no ſooner 
did ] find this unexpected ſympathy on 
8 the part of another, than my reſolution 
| +38 appeared to give way, and 1 felt ready 


_ 280 to faint. My charitable conductor per- 


ceived this, and every now and then en- 
couraged me, in a manner ſo chearful, 
ſo good-humoured and benevolent, equal- 
I) free from the torture of droning ex- 
© poſtulation, and the weakneſs of indul- 
die, that 1 thought myſelf under the 
conduct of an angel rather than a man. 
1 could perceive that his behaviour had 
in it nothing of booriſhneſs, and that he 
was thoroughly imbued with the princi- 
ples of affectionate civility. 
We walked about three quarters of a 
mile, and that not towards the open, but 
the moſt uncouth and unfrequented part 
2 Ts of 
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of the foreſt, We croffed a place with 


had once been a moat, but which was 
now in ſome parts dry and in others cons 


Weng a little muddy and ſtagnated wa- 
Within the incloſure of this moat, 


I could cee only's pite of ih 
ſeveral walls, the upper part of which 


ſeemed to overhang their foundations, : 
and to totter to their ruin. After hav- 

ing entered however with my conductor | 
_ through an arch-way, and paſſed along 
a winding paſſage that was E 5 


dark, we came to a ſtancd. 
At the upper end of this; oalfags was 


a door which I was unable to perceives 5 


My conductor knocked at the door, and 
was anſwered by a voice from within; 
which for body and force might have 


been the voice of a man, but with a ſort 


of female ſharpneſs and acidity, enquir- 
ing, Who is chere? Satisfaction was no 
ſooner given in this point, than I heard 
two bolts puſhed back and the door un- 
locked. 
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locked. The apartment opened, and 
we entered. The interior of this habita- 
tion by no means correſponded with the 

| appearance of my protector, but on the 
contrary wore a face of diſcomfort, care- 
leſſneſs and dirt. The only perſon I ſaw 
within was a woman, rather advanced ih 
life, and whoſe perſon had I know not 
what of extraordinary and loathſome. 
| Her eyes were red and blood-ſhot ; her 
hair was pendent in matted and ſhaggy 
treſſes about her ſhoulders ; her com- 
plexion ſwarthy, and of the conſiſtency 
of parchment; her form ſpare, and her 
whole body, her arms in particular, un- 
commonly vigorous and muſcular. Not 
the milk of human kindneſs, but the fe- 


verous blood of ſavage ferocity ſeemed 


to flow from her heart; and her whole 
figure ſuggeſted an idea of unmitigable 
energy and an appetite gorged in male- 5 
volence. This infernal Thaleſtris had 
no ſooner calt her eyes upon us as we 
entered, 
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entered, than the exclaimed in a diſcord- | 
ant and diſcontented voice, What have 
| we got here? this is not one of our peo= + 
ple! My conductor, without anſwering 
this apoſtrophe, bid her puſh an eaſy 


chair which ſtood in one corner, and ſet 


it directly before the fire. This ſhe did 
with apparent reluctance, muttering, Ah, 
you are at your old tricks; I wonder 
What ſuch folks as we have to do with 


charity! It will be the ruin of us at laſt, 


I can ſee that ! Hold your tongue, bel- 
dam! faid he, with a ſtern ſignificance of 
manner, and fetch one of my beſt ſhirts, 
a waiſtcoat and ſome dreflings. Saying 
this, he at the ſame time put into her 
hand a ſmall bunch of keys. In a word, 
he treated me with as much kindneſs as 5 
it he had been my father. He examined 
my wound, waſhed and dreſſed it; at the 
ſame time that the old woman by his ex- 
preſs order prepared for me ſuch nouriſh- 
; 1 ment 
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ment as he thought molt ſuitable. to my 


weak and languid condition. 411 15 
Thefe operations were no ſooner com- 


pleted, than my benefactor recommend - 
ed to me to retire to reſt, and prepara- 


tions were making for that purpoſe, when 
ſuddenly a trampling of feet was heard, 
ſucceeded. by a knock at the door. The 


old woman opened i the door with the 


ſame precautions as had been employed 
upon our arrival, and immediately ſix or 


ſeven, perſons, tumultuouſly. entered the 
i apartment. Their appearance was dif- 
ferent, ſome having the air of mere ruſ- 5 


tics, and others that of A rarniſhed ſort 
of gentry... All had a ſeature of bold- 
neſs, inquietude and diſorder, extremely 
unlike any thing I had before obſerved 
in ſuch a groupe. But my aſtoniſhment 
was ſtill increaſed, when upon a ſecond 
glance I perceived ſomething 1 in the ge- 


neral 3 air of ſeveral of them, and of one 
in particular, that perſuaded. me they 


were 


A 


1 * 
| * 1 5 > 
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ae the gang from which 1 had juſt 
eſcaped, and this one the. antagoniſt =_ 
whoſe animoſity I was ſo near having 
been finally deſtroyed. TI imagined they 
had entered the hovel with a hoſtile 
intention, that my benefactor was upon | 
the point of being robbed, and I proba- 
bly murdered. 5 
This ſuſpicion however was Ga re- 
moved. They addreſſed my N 
with revel ander the appellation of cap- 
tain, They were boiſterous and noiſy -. 
in their remarks and exclamations, but 
their turbulence was tempered by a cer- 
tain deference to his opinion and autho- 
rity. - T could obſerve in the perſon who 
had been my active opponent ſome auks 
wardneſs and irreſolution as he firſt per- 
cei ved me, which he diſmiſſed with a ſort 
of effort, exclaiming, Who the devil is 
here? There was ſomething in the tone 
of this apoſtrophe that rouſed the atten 
tion of my protector. He looked at the 
ſpeaker R a fixed and penetrating 
Vol. in. 2 glance, 
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glance, and then ſaid, Nay, Gines, 40 
you know? Did you ever ſee the perſon 
before? Curſe it, Gines! interrupted a 
third, you are damnably out of luck. 
They ſay dead men walk, and you ſee 
there is ſome truth in it. Truce with 
your impertinence, Jeckels! replied my 
protector, this is no proper occaſion for 
à joke. Anſwer me, Gines, were you 
the cauſe of this young man being left 
naked and wounded this bitter W | 
upon the foreſt? 
Mayhap I was. What hs 2. 
What proyocation could induce you | 
to ſo cruel a treatment? 1 
Provocation e He bad no 
a FS 
What, did you ae _ thus wickour 
ſo much as being irritated by any reſiſt- 
ance on his part? PAY | 
Ves, he did reſiſt, I only huſtled Um, | 
and he. had the impudence to ſtrike me. 
Gines! you are an incorrigible fel- 
lov. 5 at 
Pooh, 


” 


Pooh, what fignifies what I am? You 


with your compaſſion and your fine feel- 


ings will bring us all to the gallows. 

I have nothing to ſay to you; I have 
no hopes of you! Comrades, it is for 
you to decide upon the conduct of this 
man as you think proper. You know 
how repeated his offences have been; 3 


you know what pains J have taken to 


mend him. Our profeſſion is the pro- 


feffion of juſtice. [It is thus that the 
prejudices of men univerſally teach them 


to colour the moſt deſperate cauſe to 


which they have determined to adhere.] 


We, who are thieves without a licence, 
are at open war with another ſet of men, 


who are thieves according to law. With 


ſuch a cauſe then to bear us oat, ſhall. 
we ſtain it with cruelty, malice and re. 


venge ? A thief is of courfe a man 
living among his equals; I do not pre- 
tend therefore to aſſume any authority 
among your act as you think proper; 


9 i "ou 
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but ſo far as relates to myſelf, I vote thar 
Gines be expelled from among us as A 
diſgrace to our ſociet x. 
This propoſition ſeemed t to meet che 
general ſenſe. It was ealy to perceive 
that the opinion of the reſt, coincided 
with that of their leader; notwithſtanding 
which a few of them heſitated as to the 
conduct to be purſued. In the mean time 
Gines muttered ſomething i in a ſurly and 
irreſolute way about taking care how 
they provoked, him. This inſinuation 
inſtantly rouſed the courage of my pro- 
tector, and his eyes * Wa con- 
tempt. | 
- Raſcal! ſaid he, 40 you menace or) 
Do you think we will be your ſlaves? 
No, no, do your worſt! Go to the next 
juſtice of the peace and impeach us; I 
can eaſily believe you are capable of it. 
Sir, when we entered into this gang, we 
vere not ſuch fools as not to know that 
we entered upon a ſervice of danger. 
One 


4 


CALEB WIIII Aus. 29 ; 


One of its dangers conſiſts in the tre- 
chery of fellows like you. But we did ; 
not enter at firſt,” to flinch now; Did „ 
you believe that we would live in hourly 
fear of you, tremble at your threats, and 
compromiſe, whenever you ſhould ſo. 
pleaſe, with your infolence# That would 
be a bleſſed life indeed 1 I would rather 
ſee my fleſh torn piecemeal from my 
bones! Go, ſir ! I defy you! Lou dare 
not do it! Tou dare not ſacrifice theſe 3 
gallant fellows to your rage, and pub- 
liſh yourſelf to all the world a traitor 
and a ſcoundrel l If you do, you n L 
puniſh: yourſelf, not us! Begone! 5 
The intrepidity of the leader commu- . 
nicated itſelf to the reſt of the company. 
_ Gines| eaſily ſaw that there was no hope 
of. bringing them over to a contrary ſen- 
timent. After a ſhort pauſe, he anſwered, 5 
did not mean—No, damn it! I will „ 
ſnivel neither, I was always true to my 
Peers, and a friend to you all. But, 
Shs " 3 Ret, fine 
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ſinee you are reſolved; to turn me da;, 
why - good bye to you! i 1 
The expulſion of this man a a 
remarkable improvement in the whole - 
gang. Thoſe who were before inclined to 
humanity, aſſumed new energy in propor- 
tion as they ſaw ſuch ſentiments likely to 
prevail. They had before ſuffered them- 
elves to be overborne by the boiſterous: ! 
inſolence of their antagoniſts; but now | 
they adopted and with ſucceſs a different 
conduct. Thoſe who envied the aſcen- 
dancy of their comrade, and therefore 
imitated his conduct, began to heſitate in 
their carter. Stories were brought for- 

ward of the cruelty and brutality of 
Gines, both to men and animals, which 
had never before rrached the ear of the 
leader. Theſe ſtories I-ſhall not repeat. | 
They could excite only emotions of 55 * 
horrence and diſguſt, and ſome of them 
argued a mind of ſuch a ſtretch of depra · 
vir to many readers would appear ut- 
8 N terly 
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tetly incredible. And yet this man had 
his virtues. He was ne 1 18 
vering and faithful. 

His removal was a conſiderable bedeft 
to me. It would have been no ſmall hard- 
ſhip to have been turned adrift immedi - 
ately under my unfavourable circum- 
ſtances, with the additional diſadvantage 
of the wound I had received; and yet 
J could ſcarcely have ventured to re- 
main under the ſame roof with a man 
to whom my appearance was as a guilty 
conſcience, perpetually reminding him of 
his own offence and the counteraction of 
his leader. His profeſſion aceuſtomed 
him to a certain degree of indifference to 
conſequences and indulgence to the . 
lies of paſſion; and he might eaſily have 
found his opportunity to inſult or injure 
me, when 1 ſhould have had nothing but 
my own OT exertions to protect 
me. 9 27 115 

F reed from lie Sanger] I found my 

a 7 ſituation: 


SS 
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ſituation ſufficiently: fortunate for a man 


under my circumſtances. It was attended 
with all the advantages for concealment 
my foridefl iniaginationcoul#haveboptd; ; 
and it was by no means deſtitute of the 


benefits which ariſe. from kindneſs and 


humanity. Nothing could be more un- 
hke than the thieves I had ſeen in —— 


jail and the thieves of my new reſidence. 


Ihe latter were generally full of chear- 
fulneſs and merriment. They could ex- 
patiate freely wherever they thought pro- 


per. They could form plans and execute 


them. They conſulted their own incli- 
nations. Theydid not impoſe upon them - 
ſelves the taſk, as is too often the caſe in 


human ſociety, of ſeeming tacitly to ap- 


prove that from which they ſuffered moſt; 
or, which i is worſe, of perſuading them 
ſelves. that, all the wrongs they ſuffered 
were right; but were at open war with 


their oppreſſors. On the contrary the 
te felons J bad lately ſeen were 
THEY - ſhut. 
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ſnut up like wild beaſts in a cage, de- 
prived of activity, and palſied with in- 
dolence. The ↄccaſional demonſtrations | 
that. Kill remained of their former enter- . 
priſinge life, were the ſtarts and convul- 
ſions of diſeaſe, not the meditated and 
conſiſtent exextions of a mind in health, 
They had no more of hope, of project, Ft 
of golden and animated dreams, but were 
reſerved to the moſt diſmal proſpects, 
and forbidden to think upon any other 
topie. It is true that theſe two ſcenes; 
were parts of one whole, the one the con- 
| Garand the hourly, to he; expected 
ſucceſſor of the other. But che men 1. 
now ſaw, were wholly. i inattentive to this, 
and in that reſpect appeared to hold no 
commerce with reflection or reaſon. 
1 might in one view, as 1. have ſaid, 
congratulate myſelf upon my preſent 1 e- 
ſidence; it anſwered completely the pur- 
poſes of concealment. It was the ſeat of 
merriment and hilarity 7 but the bilarity 
961501 5 5 : that 
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that characteriſed it, produced no Ser 
ſpondent feelings in my boſom ne 


perſons who compoſed this ſociety, bad 3 
each of them caſt off all control from 


eſtabliſhed principle; their trade was ter- 
ror, and their conſtant object to elude the 
vigilance of the community. The in- 
fluence of theſe circumſtances was viſible* 


in their character. I found among them 


benevolence and kindneſs; they were 


ſtrongly ſuſceptible of emotions of gene- 


roſity. But, as their ſituation was pre- 


carious, their diſpoſitions were propor- 
tionably fluctuating. Inured to the ani- 


moſity of their ſpecies, they were irri⸗ 
table and paſſionate. Accuſtomed to 
exerciſe harſhneſs towards the ſubject of 
their depredations, they did not always 
confine their brutality within that ſcope. 
They were habituated to conſider wounds 
and bludgeons and ſtabbing, as the ob- 
vious mode of ſurmounting every dif- 
ner Uninvolved 1 in the debilitating 
Ty CO. routine 
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routine of human affairs, they frequently 
diſplayed an energy which from every 
impartial obſerver would have extorted 
veneration. Energy is perhaps of all 
qualities 2s moſt valuable; and a juſt 
political ſyſtem would poſſeſs the means 
of extracting from it thus eircumſtanced 
its beneficial qualities, inſtead of conſign · 
ing it as now to indiſcriminate deſtruction. 
We act like the chymiſt who ſhould re- 
ject the fineſt ore, and employ none but: 
what was ſufficiently debaſed to fit it 
immediately for the vileſt uſes; But the 
energy of theſe men, ſuch as I beheld it, 
was in the higheſt degree miſapplied, un 
aſſiſted by liberal and enlightened views; 
and directed only to the 1 narrow: 
and contemptible purpoſes. . £4 
The reſidence J have been atm 
might to many perſons have appeared at-- 
tended with intolerable ineonveniences. 
But, excluſively of its advantages as a 
_ field for ſpeeulation, it was Elyſium com- 
| r 
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pared with that from which 1 bad * 
eſcaped. Difpleaſing company, incom- 
modious apartments, filthineſs and riot, 
loſt the circumſtance by which they 
could moſt effectually diſguſt, when 1 
was not compelled to remain with them. 
All hardſhips I could patiently endure, 
in compariſon with the menace of a vio- 
lent and untimely death. There was no 
1 eee that I could not perſuade myſelf 
to conſider as trivial, except chat which 
| flowed from the tyranny, the frigid pre- 
_ caution, or the inhuman ne 20 N 
own ſpecies.” . - Hag zen Is 
My recovery n; in ales aſt 
favourable manner. The attention and 
- Kindneſs of my protector were inceſſant, 
and the reſt caught the ſpirit from his 
example. The old woman who ſuper- 
intended the houſhold, {till retained her 
animoſiuy. Sbe conſidered me as the 
cauſe of the expulſion of Gines from the 
U 5 Kings bad. been the object of 
E242 3 2 
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ber particular partiality; and, zealqus as 


ſhe was for the public concern, ſhe 
thought an old and experienced ſinner for 
a raw probationer but an ill exchange. . 
Add to which, that her habits inclined 
her to moroſeneſs and diſcontent, and 
that perſons of her complexion ſeem un · 
able to exiſt without ſome object upon 
which to employ the ſuperfluity of their 
gall. She loſt no opportunity upon the 
moſt trifling occaſion of diſplaying her 
_ animoſity,” and ever and anon eyedime 
with a furious glance of canine hunger 


for my deſtruction. Nothing was more 


evidently mortifying to her than the pro- 
craſtination of her malice; nor could ſtie 
ear to think that a fierceneſs ſo gigantic 
and uncontrolable ſhould | ſhow itſelf in 
ſpite of a chambermaid. For myſelf. 1 
had been accuſtomed to the warfare 
formidable adverſaries and the encounter 
of alarming dangers ; and what k law of 
her 
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her ſpleen had not Power lulicient e to 
diſturb my tranquillity. ; 

As I recovered, I told my ſtory, ex- 
cept ſo far as related to the detection of 
Mr. Falkland's eventful ſecret, to my 
protector. That particular I could not 
as yet prevail upon myſelf to diſcloſe 
even in a ſituation like this, which ſeems» 
ed to preclude the poſſibility of its being 
made uſe of to the diſadvantage of my 
perſecutor. My preſent auditor how» 
ever, whoſe habits of thinking were ex- 
tremely oppoſite to thoſe of Mr. Foreſter, 
did not from the obſcurity which flowed: 
from this reſerve, deduce. any unfavour- 
able concluſion. His penetration was 
| ſuch as to afford little room ſor an im- 

poſtor to hope to miflead him by a fit» 
tious ſtatement, and he confided in that 
penetration. So confiding, the ſimpli- 
city and integrity of my mannerꝭ carried 
conviction to his mind, and inſured his 
goo opinion and friendſhip. | 
| He 
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He liſtened to my ſtory with eagerneſs, 
and commented on the ſeveral parts as 1 
related them. He ſaid that this was 
only one freſh inſtance of the tyranny 
and perfidiouſneſs exerciſed by the pow -- 
erful menibers of the community againſt - 
thoſe who were leſs privileged than them 
ſelves. Nothing could be more clear 
than their readineſs to ſacrifice the hu- 
man ſpecies at large, to their meaneſt in- 
tereſt or wildeſt caprice. Who that ſa x 
the ſituation in its true light, would wait 
till their oppreſſors thought fit to decree 
their deſtruction, and not take arms in 
their defence while it was yet in their 
power? Which was moſt meritorious, 3 
the unreſiſting and daſtardly ſubmiſſion 9 
of a ſlave, or the enterpriſe and gallantry 
of the man who dared to affert his claims? 
Since by the partial adminiſtration of our 
laws innocence, when power was armed 
againſt it, had nothing better to hope N. 
for than guilt, what man of true courage 
Vould 
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would fail to ſet theſe; laws at:defianee, 
and, if he muſt ſuffer by their injuſtice, 0 
at leaſt take care that he had firſt ſhown 
his contempt of their yoke? For him- 
ſelf he ſhould certainly never have em- 
braced bis preſent calling, had he not: 
been ſtimulated to it by theſe cogent and 
_ irreſiſtible reaſons; and he hope 


perience had ſo forcibly brought a con- 
viction of this ſort to my mind, that he 
| ſhould for the future have tlie happineſs 


to aſſociate me to his purſuits.—It will 
preſently be ſeen with pet 6:64 
hopes were attende. 
Numerous were a e exer⸗ 
en by the gang of thieves with whom I 
now reſided, to elude the vigilance of the. 
ſatellites of juſtice. It was one of their 


rules to commit no depredations but at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the place of 
their reſidence, and Gines had tranſgreſſed 
this regulation, in the attack to which I 
was indebted for my! preſent aſylum. Af. 


ter 


8 7 7 _— 
r . by 
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ter having poſſeſſed themſelves of any 
booty, they took care in the ſight of the 


perſons whom they had robbed to purſue 


a route as nearly as poſſible oppoſite to 
that which led to their true haunts. The 


appearance of their place of reſidence, 
together with its environs, was peculiarly 


deſolate and forlorn, and it had the repu- 
tation of being haunted. The old woman 
I have deſcribed had long been its inha- 


bitant, and was commonly ſuppoſed to 


be its only inhabitant; and her perſon 


well accorded with the rural ideas of a 


witch. Her lodgers never went out or 


came in but with the utmoſt eircumſpec- 


tion, and generally by night. The lights 
which were occaſionally ſeen from vari- 
ous parts of her habitation were by the 
country people regarded with horror as 
ſupernatural ; and, if the noiſe of revelry 
at any time ſaluted their ears, it was ima- 
gined to proceed from a carnival of de- 


vils. With all theſe advantages the 


thieves 
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thieves did not venture to reſide here 
but by intervals: they frequently abſent- 
ed themſelves for months, and reſided 1 in 
a different part of the country. The old 
woman ſometimes attended them in theſe 
tranſportations, and ſometimes remained; 
but in all caſes her removal took place 
either ſooner or later than theirs, ſo that 
the niceſt obſerver could ſcarcely have 
traced any connection between her re- 


appearances and the alarms of depreda- 


tion that were frequently given; and the 
feſlival of demons ſeemed to the terrified 
ruſties indifferently to take place -whe- 
they * were TO or abſent. te DIE 


' CHAP. 
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Ont day, white 1 continued in ii 
ſituation, a circumſtance occurred, which | 
involuntarily attracted my attention. Two 
of our people had been ſent to a town at 
ſome diſtance for the purpoſe of procur- | 
ing us ſome things of which we were in 
want.” After having delivered theſe 7500 
our landlady, they retired to one corner 
of the room, and, one of them pulling 1 
ptinted paper from his pocket, they mu- | 
tually occupied themſelves in exatnining © ” 
its contents. J was fitting in an eaſy” 
chair by the fire, being conſiderably ber- p 
ter than I had been, though ſtill in a | | 
weak and languid ſtate. Having read i 0 
for a conſiderable time, they looked at 
me, and then at the paper, and then at 
me again. They then went out of the 

. room 
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room together, as if to conſult without 


Interruption upon ſomething which that 


paper ſuggeſted to them. Some time af- 


ter they returned; and my protector, 
who had been abſent upon the former 


occaſion, entered the room at the fame 


Captain! gie one * chem with a an air 
of pleaſure, look here! we have found a 
prize! I believe it is as good as a bank - 


note of a hundred guineass. 


Mr. Raymond (that was. his name) 
took the paper and read. He pauſed for 
a moment. He then eryſhed the paper 


in his hand ; ang turning to the perſon f 
from whom he ha + 
he tone of a man cake in the er 
ceſs of his reaſons, Natel 


received i it, ſaid with 


i 1 
114. 


„What uſe have you for theſe 8 


| Nee thy Are you in want? Are you in 


diſtreſs? Can you be contented: to pur- 


chaſe them at the price of ache of 


violating the laws of ho, pitality ?, 
EEG , 1 1 aith, 
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Faith, captain, I do not very well 


know. After having violated other laws, 
I do not ſee why we ſhould be frightened 
at an old ſaw. We pretend to judge for 
ourſelves, and ought to be above ſhrink- 
ing from a bugbear of a proverb. Be- 
ſide, this is à good deed, and I ſhould 
think no more harm of being the ruin of 
ſuch a chief, than of getting my dinner. 
A thief! You talk of thieves |—— ' 


Not ſo faſt, captain. God defend that 


I ſhould ſay a word againſt thieving as 
a general occupation! But one man ſteals 
in one way, and another in another. For 
my part, I go upon the highway, and 
take from any ſtranger I meet, what it is 
a hundred to one he can very well ſpare. 
I ſee nothing to be found fault with in 


that. But I have as much conſcience as 


another man. Becauſe I laugh at aſſizes 


and great wigs and the gallows, and be- 


cauſe I will not be frightened from an 
innocent action when the lawyers ſay me 
o ou 
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nay, does it follow that I am to have a 
fellow- feeling for pilferers, and raſcally 
ſervants, and people that have neither 
juſtice nor principle? No: I have too 
much reſpect for the trade, not to be a 
foe to interlopers and people that ſo 
much the more deſerve my hatred be- 
cauſe the world calls them by my name. 
You are wrong, Larkins! You cer- 
tainly ought not to employ againſt peo- 
ple that you hate, ſuppoſing your hatred 
5 to be reaſonable, the inſtrumentality of 
. that law which in your practice you defy. 
Be conſiſtent. Either he the friend of 
law, or its adverſary. Depend upon it 
that, wherever there are laws at all, there 
will be laws againſt ſuch people as you 
and me. Either therefore we all of us 
dieſerve the vengeance of the law, or law 
is not the proper inſtrument of correcting 
the miſdeeds of mankind, I tell you 
this, becauſe I would fain have you 
aware that an informer or a king's evi- 
5 ; dence, 
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| 
| 
dence, a man who takes advantage of 
the confidence of another in order to be - 
tray him, who ſells the life of his neigh- 
bour for money, or coward-like, ä 
any pretence calls in the law to do that ED 
for him which he cannot or dares not 4 
do for himſelf, is the vileſt of raſcals. 
| 


But in the preſent caſe, if your reaſons 
were the beſt in the world, they do not 
1 | 

While Mr. Raymond was {ped 5 
"hs reſt of the gang came into the room. 
He immediately turned to them and ſaid, 

My friends, here is a piece of intelli- 
gence that Larkins has Juſt brought in, 
which with his leave I will ras before 
you. 

Then, paths the paper from his 
pocket, he continued: This is the de- 
ſeription of a felon with the offer of a 
hundred guineas for his apprehenſion. 
Larkins picked it up at ——. By the 
time and other circumſtances, but par- 

| | ticularly 
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ticularly by. the minute deſcription of 
his perſon, there can be no doubt but the 


object of it is our young friend, whoſe 
life I was alittle while ago the inſtrument 
of ſaving. He is charged here with hav- 
ing taken advantage of the confidence of 
his patron, and benefactor, to rob him of 
property to a large amount. Upon this 


charge be was committed to the county 


jail, from whence he made his eſcape 
about a fortnight ago without venturing 
to ſtand his trial, a circumſtance which 


is ſtated by the advertiſer as tantamount 


to a. confeſſion of his guilt. i 

My friends, I was acquainted with the 
particulars of this ſtory ſome time before. 
This lad let me into his hiſtory at a time 
that he could not poſſibly have foreſeen 


that he ſhould ſtand in need of that pre- 


caution as an antidote againſt danger. 
He is not guilty of what is laid to his 
charge. Which of you is ſo ignorant as 


to ſoppoſe that his eſcape is any confirma- 


tion 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 40 


tion of his guilt ? Who ever thinks, when 
he 1 is apprehended for trial, of his inno- 
cence or guilt as being at all material | to. 
the iſſue ?, Who ever was fool enough to 
volunteer a trial, where thoſe who are tio 
decide think more of the horror of the 
thing of which he is accuſed, than whe- 
ther he were the perſon | that did it; and 
where the nature of our motiyes is to be 
collected from a ſer of ignorant witneſſes, 
that no "wiſe man would traſt for a fair 
repreſentation of the moſt indifferent ace 
tion of his life ? 8 

The poor lad's ey is along c one, , and 
1 will not trouble you with it now. But 


from that ſtory 1 it is as clear as the day, 
that, becauſe he wiſhed to leave the ſer- 


vice of his maſter, becauſe he had been 
perhaps A little too inquiſitive in his 
maſter's concerns, and becauſe, as I ſuſ. 
pect, he had been truſted with ſome i im- 
portant ſecrets, bis maſter conceived an 
antipathy at him, This antipathy 
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#idually proceeded to ſuch? 4 length, as 


to induce the'maſter to forge this vile ac- 


culſation. He ſeems willing to hang the 


lad out of the way, rather than ſuffer 
him to go where he pleaſes'or 4 get beyond | 
the reach of bis power. Williams has 


told me the ſtory with ſuch ingenuouſpeſs 


that I am as ſure that he is guiltleſs of 
what they lay to his charge, as that I am 
ſo myſelf. Nevertheleſs the man' s ſer⸗ 
vants who were called in to hear the ac- 
cuſation, and his relation who as Juſtice 
of the peace made out the mittimus, and 
who had the, folly * 10 think he could be 
impartial, gave 1 it on his ſide with one 
voice, and, thus afforded Williams | a fam- 
ple of what h he had to ex pect! in the ſequel. 
Larkins, who when he received this 


paper had; no previous knowledge of par- 


** . 
#18 Ap E045 


advantage of it 


guineas. 7 Are you « of th that mind, now you 
have heard them + Vill you for o pal- 
"> - — WF 


— 
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try a conſideration deliver up the lamb in- 


to the j jaws of the wolf? Will you aber 


the purpoſes of this ſanguinary raſcal 
who, not contented with driving his late 
dependent from houſe and home, depri- 
ving him of character and all the ordi- 
nary means of ſubſiſtence, and leaving 
him almoſt without a refuge, ſtill chirſts 
for his blood ? If no other perſon have 
the courage to ſet limits to the tyranny 
of courts of juſtice, ſhall not we? Shall 
we, who earn our livehhood by generous 


daring, be indebted for a penny to the | 
.vile artifices of the informer? Shall we, 
againſt whom the whole ſpecies is in 
arms, refuſe our protection to an indivi- 


qual, more expoſed to, but ſtill leſs deſerv- 
ing of their perſecution than ourſelvesꝰ 


The repreſentation « of the c captain pro- 


duced an inſtant effect upon the whole 
company. They all exclaimed, Betray 
him! No, not for worlds! He is ſafe. 
We will protect him at the hazard of our 
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lives, If fidelity and honour be baniſhed 
from thieves, where ſhall they find refuge 
upon the face of the earth? Larkins in 
particular thanked the captain for his in- 
terference, and ſwore that he would ra- 
ther part with his right hand, than injure 
ſo worthy a lad, or aſſiſt ſuch an unheard- 
of villainy. Saying this, he took me by 
the hand, and bade me fear nothing. Un- 
der their roof, no harm ſhould ever befal 
me; and, even if the underſtrappers of 
the law ſhould diſcover my retreat, they 
would to a man die in my defence, ſooner 
than a bair of my head ſhould be hurt. I 
thanked him moſt ſincerely for his good 
will ; but 1 was principally ſtruck with 
the fervent benevolence of my benefactor. 
1 told them, I found that my enemies wete 
Inexorable, and would never be appeaſed 
but with my blood; and I affured them 
with the moſt ſolemn and earneſt veracity, 
' fhat I had done nothing todeſerve the per- 
ſecution which was exerciſed againſt me. 
The 
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The ſpirit and energy of Mr. Raymond | 
had been ſuch, as to leave no part for me 
to perform in repelling this unlooked-for 
danger. N evertheleſs, it leſt a very ſe- 
rious impreſſion upon my mind. I had 
always placed ſome confidence in the re- 
turning equity of Mr. Falkland. Though 
he perſecuted me with bitterneſs, I could 
not help believing that he did it unwil- 
lingly, and I was perſuaded it would. not 
be for ever. A man, whoſe. ociginal | 
principles had been ſo full of rectitude 
and honour, could not fail at ſome time 
or other to recolle& the injuſtice ofhis 
conduct, and to remit his aſperity. This. 
idea had been always preſent to me, and 

had. in no ſmall degree conſpired to inſti- 
gate my exertions, | ſaid, I will con- 
vince my perſecutor that 1 am of more 
value than that I ſhould be ſacrificed 
purely by way of precaution, a Theſe ex- 
pectations on my part had been encou- 
raged by Mr. Falkland' 8 behariour upon 
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the queſtion of my impriſonment and 


by various particulars which bad occurs 
red fince. 


But this new {ene gave the ab - 
jet a totally different appearance, I faw 


him, not contented with blaſting my re- 
putation, confining me for a period in 


Jail,'and reducing me to the fituation of 
a houſeleſs vagabond, but ſtill continu- 
ing his purſuit under theſe forlorn cir- 


_ cumſtances, with unmitigable cruelty. In- 
_ dignation and reſentment ſeemed now for 

the firſt time to penetrate my mind, I 
knew his miſery fo well, I was ſo fully 


acquainted with its cauſe, and ſo ſtrongly 


impreſſed with the idea of its being un- 


merited, that, while I ſuffered ſo deeply, 


I ſtill continued to pity, rather than hate 
my perſecutor. But this incident intro- 
duced ſome change into my feelings, I 


ſaid, Surely he might now believe thar 


he had ſufficiently | diſarmed me, and : 


might at length ſuffer x me to be at peace. 
At 
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At leaſt onght he. not to be contented to 
leave me to my fate, the perilous and un- 
certain condition of an eſcaped. felop, 
inſtead of thus whetring the animoſity and 
vigtlance, of. my. country men; againſt nie? 
Was his interference on my behalf in op- 
poſition. to the ſtern, ſeverity, of Mr. Fo- 
reſter, or his varigus. acts of kindneſs 
ſince, a mere part that he played-1 in order 
to lull me into, patience? Was he ,perps- 
tually haunted with the fear of an ample 
retaliation, and for that. purpoſe did he 
perſonate remorſe at the very moment 
chat he was. ſecretly keeping every engine 
at plaꝝ ĩhat could ſecure my deſtruction? 
"The very ſuſpieion of ſuch a fact filled 
me with inex preſſible horror, and ſtruck 
a ſudden chill en a fibre of my 
frame. 
My wound was by chis time com- 
pletely healed, and it became abſolute 
ly neceſſary that I ſhould form ſome de- 
termination reſpecting the future. My 
Ds :, babuts-. 
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5 


habits of thinking were ſuch” as gave 
me an uncontrolable repugnance to the 
vocation of my hoſts. I did not indeed 
feel that averſion and abhorrence to the 
men which is commonly entertained. 1 
ſaw and ref] pected their good qualities 
and their virtues. I was by no means 
inclined to believe them worſe men, or 
more inimical in their diſpoſitions to the 
welfare of their f pecies, than the genera 
lity of thoſe that look down upon them 
with moſt cenſure. But, though T did 
not ceaſe to love them as individuals, my 
eyes were perfectly open to their mif- 
takes. If 1 ſhould othetwiſe have been 
in danger of being miſled; it was my for- 
tune to have ſtudied felons in a jail be- 
fore 1 ſtudied them in their ſtate of com · 
parative proſperity; and this vas an in- 
fallible antidote to the poiſon.” I ſaw 
that in this profeſſion were exerted un- 
common energy, ingenuity and fortitude, 
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aa I could not help recolleQing how 


admirably | beneficial fuch qualities might 
be made in the great theatre of human 
affairs; while, in their preſent direction, 


they were thrown away upon purpoſes Ry. 


diametrically hoſtile to the firſt intereſts 
of human ſociety. Nor were their 

proceedings lefs injurious to their own _ 
intereſt, than incompatible with the ge- 
neral welfare, The man who riſks or 
 facrifices his life. for the public cauſe, is 
rewarded with the teſtimony of an ap- 


wantonly defy, the neceſſary, though a- 
trociouſly exaggerated precautions of go- 
vernment in the matter of property, at 


the ſame time chat they commit an alarm- 
ing hoſtility againſt the whole, are as to 
their own concerns ſcarcely leſs abſurd 
and ſelf. neglectful, than the man who 
ſhould ſet bimſe}f up as a mark for a file 
of N to boot at. mh 
1 5 Wn Viewing 
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"Aides the ſubject ; in this light, F not · 
only determined that 1 would have no 
ſhare in their occupation myſelf, but 
thought I could not do leſs in return for 
the benefits 1 had received from them, 
than etideavour to diffuade them from an 
employment in which they muſt them- 
felves be the greateſt f ufferers. My ex- 
poſtulation met with a various reception. 
All the perſons to whom it was addreſſed 
had been tolerably ſuceeſsful in perſuad - 
ing themſelves of the innocence of their 
calling; and what remained of doubt in 
ther ha ds? ſmothered. and, ſo to 
ſpeak, laborioufiy forgotten. Some of 
them laughed at my argaments as a ri- 
diculous piece of miſſionary quixotiſm. 
Others, and particularly our captain, re- 
pelled then with the boldneſs of a man 
that knows he has got the ſtrongeſt fide. 
But this ſentiment of caſe and felf- fatil- | 
faction did not long remain. They had 
been uſed to arguments derived from reli- 
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gion and the ſacredneſs of lau. I hey had 
long ago ſhaken theſe from them as fo 
many, prejudices. But my view. of the 


ſubject appealed ta principles which they 


could. not. conteſt, and had by no means 


the, air of that cuſtomary reproof which 
is for ever dinned in our cars, yithout 


finding one reſ ponſive chord i in our hearts. 


Finding themfelves urged with objections 
unexpected and cogent, ſome of thoſe 


to whom I addreffed them began to grow 


pecviſh and impatient of the importunate. 
remonſtrance. But this was by no means 
che caſe with Mr. Raymond. He was 


poſſeſſed of a candour that! have ſeldom. 
ſeen-equalled; He was ſurpriſed to hæar 


ohjectiong. ſo powerful to that which az 4 


matter of ſpeculation he believed he had 


examined on all ſides. He reyolved them 


Wich impartiality and care. He admit- 
ted them flowly, but he at length fully: | 


admitted them, He had now but one 
rejoinder in reſer xe. 
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„Ake Williams, ſaid! he, ir would have 


| been fortunate for me if theſe views had 


been preſented to me previouſly to my 
embracing my preſent profeſſion. It is 


no too late. Thoſe very laws, which 


by a perception of their iniquity drove 


me to what Lam, now preclude my re- 
turn. God, we are told, judges of men 


by what they are at the period of judg- : 
ment, and, whatever be their crimes, if 

- they have feen and abjured the folly of 

a thoſe crimes, receives them to favour. 


But the inſtitutions of countries that pro- 


feſs to worſhip this God, admit no fuch 


diſtinctions. They leave no room for 


amendment, and ſeem to have a brutal 


delight in confounding the demerits of 


offenders. It ſignifies not what is the 
character of the individual at the hour f 


trial. How changed, how ſpotleſs, and 


how ufeful avails him nothing. If they 


diſcover at the diſtance of fourteen W 


* * Engene Aram, See Annual Regiter, or 1 759 


DIE ONE "I 


AI WII TIAAus. 
of forty years * an action for which the 
law ordains that his life ſhall be the for- J 
 feir, though the interval ſhould have been = 
ſpent with the purity of a ſaint and the 

devotedneſs of a patriot, they diſdain to 

enquire into it. What then can I do? 
| Am I not compelled to go on in folly, '  * 
having once begun ? hs e 4 
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I was extremely affected by this plea: 


I could only anſwer that Mr. Raymond 
muſt himſelf be the "beſt judge of 


| the courſe it became him to hold; I 
_ truſted the caſe was not fo deſperate as he 
imagined. This ſubject was purſued no 


further, and was in ſome degree driven 
from my thoughts by an incident of a 
very extraordinary nature. I have al- 
ready mentioned the animoſity that was 
entertained againſt me by the infernal 


portreſs of this folitary manſion. Gaines, 


the expelled member of the gang, had 
been her particular favourite. She ſab- 
mitted to his exile indeed, becauſe her 
genius felt ſubdued by the energy and 
inherent greatneſs of Mr. Raymond; but 

EEE, - ET he: 
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the ſubmitted with murmuring and diſ- 


content. Not daring to reſent the con- | 


duct of the principal i in this affair, ſhe 


collected all the bitterneſs of her ſpirit 


againſt me. To the unpatdonable- of- 


fende 1 had thus committed in the firſt 


inſtance, were added the reaſonings I had 
lately offered againſt the profeſſion of 


robbery, Robbery was a fundamental 


article in the creed of this hoary veteran, 


and ſhe litened to my objections with 
the fame unaffected aſtoniſhment and 


horror, that an old woman of other ha- 
bits would liſten to one who objected to 


the agonies and diffolution of the creator 


of the world, or to the garment of im- 


| puted righteouſneſs prepared to envelop 


the ſouls of the elect. Like the religious 
bigot, ſhe was ſufficiently diſpoſed to 
avenge a hoſtility againſt her opinions 
with the weapons of ſublunary warfare. 
Meanwhile I had ſmiled at the impotence 
of her malice, as an object of contempt, 
rather 
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rather than alarm. She n as 1 5 


imagine, the ſlight eſtimation in which I 


held her, and this did not a little increaſe 


the perturbation of her thoughts. 


One day I was left alone with no other 
perſon in the houſe than this ſwarthy _ 


ſybil. The thieves had ſet out upon an 
expedition about two hours after ſunſet 


on the preceding evening, and had not 
returned, as they were accuſtomed to do, 


before day · break the next morning. This 
was a circumſtance that ſometimes oc- 
curred, and therefore did not pr oduce | 


any extraordinary alarm. At one time 
the ſcent of prey would lead them be- 
yond the bounds, they had preſcribed 
themſelves, and at another the fear of 
purſuit ; the life of a thief is always un- 
certain. The old woman had been pre- 
paring during the night for the meal to 


which they would expect to fit down, as 
ſoon as might be after their return. 


For myſelf I had learned from their 
habits 


Habits to be indifferent to the regular re- 


turn of the different parts of the day, 
and in ſome degree to turn day into 
night, and night into day. I had been 
now ſeveral weeks in this reſidence, and 


the ſeaſon was conſiderably advanced, I 
bad paſſed ſome, hours during the night 
in ruminating on my ſituation. The 
character and manners of the men among 
whom I lived were diſguſting to me. 


Their brutal ignorance, their ferocious | 


habits and their coarſe behaviour, inſtead 
of becoming more tolerable by cuſtom, 
hourly. added forge to my original aver- 
ſion. The uncommon vigour of their 
minds and acutenefs of their invention in 
the buſineſs they purſued, compared with | 
the odiouſneſs of that buſineſs and their 
habitual. depravity, awakened: i :1n me ſen · 
ſations too painful to be endured. Mo- 
ral diſapprobation, at leaſt in a wind un- 
ſubdued by philoſophy, I found to be one 
of the moſt erte ſources of diſquiet and 
vuneaſineſs. 
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uneaſineſs. From this pain the ſoviet 
of Mr. Nm by no means relieved 


me. He Was indeed eminently ſuperior 
to the vices of the reſt; but I did not 


leſs exquiſitely feel ho much he was 
out of his place, how dif; proport ionably 


aſſociated, or how contemptibly em- 


ployed. I had attempted to counteract 
che errors under which: he and his com- 
pared 3 but 1 had found the 
obftactes that Bretenten themſelves, m much 


| In than Thad imagined. 


What was J to de? Was 1 to wait 


| hy iſſue of this my miſfonary under- 


taking, or was I to withdraw myſelf im. 
mediately? When I withdrew, ought that 
to be done privately, or with an open 


avowal of my deſign, and an endeavour 
to fupply by the force of example what 


was deficient i in my arguments? It was 
certainly improper, as I declined all pars | 
pig in che ee of theſe men, 
15424 et ol 
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did not pay my contribution of hazard ta 
the means by which they ſubſiſted, and 
had no congeniality with their habits, that 
1 ſhould continue to reſide with them 
any longer than was abſolutely neceſſary. 
There was one circumſtance that ren- 725 
dered this deliberation particularly preſ- 
ſing. They intended in a few days re- 
moving from their preſent habitation, to 
a haunt to which they were accuſtomed 
in a diſtant county. If 1 did not pro- | 
poſe to continue with them, it would 
perhaps be wrong to accompany them 
in this removal, The ſtate of calamity 
to which my inexorable perſecutor had 
reduced me, had made the encounter 
even of a den of robbers a fortunate ad- 
venture. But the time that had ſince 
clapſed, had probably been ſufficient to 
relax the keenneſs of the queſt that was 
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made after me. I ſighed for that ſolitude 
and obſcurity, that Fetrpae from the vexa- 
| tions 
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tions of the world and the voice even af 
common fame, which I had propoſed 10 
myfelf when I broke my priſon. LE 
Such were the meditations which 
now occupied my mind, At length 1 
grew fatigued with continued contempla- 


ng and to relieve myſelf pulled out 


a pocket Horace, the legacy of my ber 
loved Brightwel! 1 read with. avidity the 
epiſtle in which he ſo beautifully de- 


ſcribes to Fuſcus the grammarian, the 
pleaſures of rural tranquillity and inde- 
pendence. By this time the ſun roſe from 


behind the eaſtern hills, and I opened my 
caſement. to contemplate it. The day 
commenced with peculiar brilliancy, and 


Was accompanied with all thoſe charms, 
which the poets of nature, as they have 
been fiyled, have ſo much delighted to 


deſcribe. There was ſomething i in this 
ſcene, particularly as ſucceeding to the 


active exertions of intellect, that ſoothed 15 
the * to compoſure. Inſenſibly a con- 


fuſed 
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faſed reverie invaded: my faculties, ; 4 
- withdrew from the window, threw myſelf 
upon the bed, and fell aſleep. Son 
I do not recollect the preciſe images 
which in this ſituation paſſed: through 
my thoughts, but I know that they con- 1 
cluded with the idea of ſome perſon, the = 
agent of Mr. Falkland, approaching to 
aſſaſſinate me. This thought had pro- 

bably been ſuggeſted, by che project 1 
meditated of entering once again into the 

world, and throwing myſelf within the 
ſphere of his poſſible vengeance. I ima- | 
gined that the defign of the murderer 
was to come upon me by ſurpriſe, that 1 
was aware of this deſign, and yet by ſome 
faſcination had no thought of evading it. 

I heard the ſteps of the murderer as he 
cautiouſly approached, I ſeemed to 
liſten to his conſtrained, yet audible 
breathings. He came up to the corner 5 
where I was placed, and then ſtopped. 
This idea became too terrible, I ſtarted, 
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opened my eyes, and beheld the exe- 
before · mentioned ſtanding 
over me with a butcher's clea ver. 
ſhifted my fituation with a ſpeed that 


| ſeemed too ſwift for volition, and the 


blow already aimed at my ſcull, ſunk im- 
potent upon the bed. Before ſhe could 
wholly recover her poſture I ſprung upon 
her, ſeized hold. of the weapon, and had 
nearly wrelted i it from her. But in a mo- 


ment ſhe reſumed her ſtrength and her 
deſperate purpoſe, and we had a furious 


inveterate ma- 


ſtruggle, ſhe impelled 7 


lice, and I reſiſting for my life. Her 


vigour was truly Amazonian, and at no 


time had I ever occaſion to contend with 
a more formidable opponent; Her glance 


was fadden and exact, and the ſhock 


with which from time to time ſhe impel- 
led her whole frame, inconceivably vc - 
hement. At length I was victorious, 


took from her her inſtrument of death, 
and threw her upon the ground, Till 
Ee now 


e 
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now. the accuracy of her exertions had 
curbed her rage; but now ſhe gnaſhed 
with her teeth, her eyes ſeemed as if 
ſtarting from their ſockets, and her body 


| inen with uncontrolable inſanit. 


RNaſcal l devil! the n weh 
a you mean to do to me? 


5 „ 
* : 7 bl 1 


= 


Till. now the ſcene had paſſed vnin 


h 


W by a ſingle word. - 


Nothing, I replied: ea infra 5 


witch! and leave me ee . 


Leave you! No: I will e my 


fingers through your ribs, and drink 
11 blood ou conquer me? Ha, 

a !—Yes, yes! you ſhall I will ſit up- 
2 and preſs you to hell! I Will roaſt 


you with brimſtone, and daſh» your en- 


trails into your eyes !—Ha, ha! —ha 


Saying this, ſhe ſprung up, and pre- 


pared to attack me with redoubled fury. 
I ſeized her hands, and compelled her to 
ſit upon the bed. Thus reſtrained, ſhe 
' OT to expreſs the tumult of her 

| thoughts 
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72 
- thoughts by grinning, by eien ; 
notions of her head, LATED otcafibnal 

efforts to diſengage herſelf from 
my graſp. Theſe contortions and ſtarts 
were of the nature of thoſe fits, in which 
the patients are commonly ſuppoſed to 
need three or four perſons to hold them. 
But 1 found by experience that, under 
the circumſtances in which I was placed, 


my ſingle ſtrength was ſufficient. The 


ſpectacle of her emotions was inconceiv- 


1 ably frightful. Her violence at length 


however began to abate, and ſhe became 


+ 


teſt.” * 4 . £t 
Let * hot fad Oe: Why —_ 


bold'me? 1 will pot be held? 


I wanted you gone from che firſt; re- 
plied I. Are you contented to go now ? 
"Yes, I tell you, 3 nee rt 
Yes, raſcal! r 1 ii 
I immediately looſed _ hold. She 
flew. 20 o the door, and, holding it in her 
non 
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band, ſaid, Iwill be the death of you 
yet: you ſhall not be your own man 
twenty. four hours longer! With theſe 
words ſhe ſhut the door, and locked it 
upon me. An action ſo totally unex- 
pected ſtartled me. Whither was ſhe 


gone? What was it ſhe intended? To 


periſh by the machinations of ſ ach a hag 
as this, was a thought not to be endured. 

Death in any form, brought upon us by 
ſurpriſe, and for which the mind has had 


no time to prepare, is inex preſſibly terri- 


ble. My thoughts wandered in breath- 
leſs horror and confuſion, and all with-- 


in was uproar. I endeavoured to break. 


the door, but in vain. I went round the 
room in ſearch of ſome tool to aſſiſt me. 
At length I ruſhed. againſt it with a de- 


ſperate effort, to which it yielded, and had 


nearly thrown me from the 00 of the 
ſtairs to the bottom. 
I deſcended. with all poſſible caution 
and vigilance. I entered the kitchen, 
Vol. III. E „ 
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but it was daenes 1 den every 
other apartment in vain. I went out of 
the houſe ; ſtill I diſcovered nothing of 
my late aſſailant. It was extraordinary: 
what could be become of her? what was 
I to conclude from her diſappearance ? I 
reflected on her parting menace. «1 
ſhould not be my own man twenty-four 
hours longer.“ It was myſterious ! it 
did not ſeem to be the menace . aſſaſ- 
| fination. 1 
Suddenly the retolſsltion of the hand- 
bill brought to us by Larkins ruſhed 
upon my memory. Was it poſſible that 
ſhe alluded to that in her parting words? 
Would ſhe ſet out upon ſuch an expe- 
dition by herſelf? Was it not dangerous 
fo the whole fraternity, if without the 
ſmalleſt precaution ſhe ſhould bring the 
officers of juſtice into the midſt of them ? 
It was perhaps improbable ſhe would en- 
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; gage in an undertaking thus deſperate, 
It was not however eaſy to anſwer for the 
conduct 


cars WILLIAMS. 


| conduct of a perſon i in her ſtate of ii „ 


Should I wait, and riſk the preſervatiore 
of my liberty upon the iffue 7» 

To this queſtion I returned an imme- 
diate negative. I had reſolved in a 
ſhort time to quit my preſent ſituation, 
and the difference of a little ſooner or a 
little later could not be very material. 


It promiſed: to be neither agreeable nor 
prudent for me to remain under the fame 


roof, with a perſon who had manifeſted 
ſuch a fierce and inexpiable hoſtility: 

But the conſideration which had ine x- 
preffibly the moſt weight with me, be. 
| loiged'to the ideas of impriſonment, rial. 
and death. The longer they had formed” 
the ſubject of my contemplation; t the 

more forcibly was I impelled to avoid” 
chem. I had entered upon a tyſtem of 
action for that purpoſe; I had already 
made many ſacrifices; ; and 1 believed that 
would never miſcarry in this project 


A The 


thought 
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thought of what was reſerved Gra me by 
my perſecutors fickened my very ſoul ; 
and the more intimately I was acquainted 
with oppreſſion and injuſtice, the more 
deeply was I penetrated with the abhor- 
rence to which they are entitled. . 
Such were the reaſons that determined. 
me, inſtantly;. abruptly, without leave- 
taking or acknowledgment for the pecu- 
ar and repeated favours I had receiv-. 
ed, to quit a habitation to which for ſix 
weeks I had apparently been indebted for 
protection from trial, conviction and an 
ignominious death. I had come hither 
pennyleſs; I quitted my, abode with the 
fam ef a few guineas in my poſſeſſion, 
Mr. Raymond having inſiſted upon my 
taking a ſhare, at the time that each man 
received his dividend from the common. 
ftock. Though 1 had reaſon to ſu ppoſe 
that the heat of the purſuit againſt me 
would be ſomewhat remitted by the time 
chat had elapſed, the magairadeof the miſ- 
chief 
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chief chat in an unfavourable event might 


fall on me, determined me to neglect no 


g imaginable precaution. I recollected the 


hand-bill which was the ſource of my 
preſent alarm, and conceived. that one of 


the principal. dangers that threatened me 


was the recognition of my perſon, either 
by ſuch as had previouſly known me, or 


even by. ſtrangers. / It ſeemed prudent 


therefore to diſguiſe it as effeQually as 
I could. For this-purpoſe I had recourſe. | 
wa parcel of tattered garments that lay 
in one corner of our habitation. The: 


diſguiſe IJ. chofe was that of a beggar: 
Upon this plan I threw off my ſhirt. 1 


tied a bandkerchief about my head, with 


which I took care to cover one of my 


eyes. Over this I drew a piece of an old 


woollen night-cap. I ſelected the worſt 
apparel I could find, and this I reduced 


to a ſtill more deplorable condition, by 
rents that I purpoſely made in various 
places... Thus equipped, 1 ſurveyed my- 
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ſelf in a looking. glaſs.. 1 had rendered 
my appearance complete, nor would any 
one have ſuſpected that I was not one of 
the fraternity to which 1 aſſumed to be- 
long. I ſaid, This is the form in which 
tyranny and injuſtice oblige me to ſeek. 
for refuge; but better, a thouſand times 
better is it, thus to incur contempt with. 
the dregs of mankind, than truſt to the 
dender mercies of our ſoperiors! 8 
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: TE only rule that I laid down to 


myſelf in traverſing the foreſt, was to 


take a direction as oppoſite as poſſihle 


to that which led to the ſcene of my late 


impriſonment. After about two hours 
walking, I arrived at the termination of 
this.ruder ſcene, and reached that part 


of the county which is incloſed and cul- 


tivated. Here 1 ſat down by the ſide of 
4 brook, aud, pulling out a cruſt of bread 


which I had brought away with me, reſt- 
ed and refreſhed myſelf, While I con- 
tinued in this place, I began to ruminate 
upon the plan T ſhould lay down for my 


future proceedings; and my propenſity 
now led me, as it had done in a former 


Inſtance, to fix upon the capital, which 
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I believed, beſide its other recommen - 
dations, would prove the ſafeſt place for 
concealment. During theſe thoughts B 
ſaw a couple. of peaſants paſſing at a ſmall 
diſtance, and enquired of them reſpect- 
ing the London road. By their deſcrip- 
tion I underſtood that the moſt immedi- 
ate way would be to repaſs a part of the | 
foreſt, and that it would be neceſſary to 
approach conſiderably nearer to the coun- 
ty-town, than I was at the ſpot which 
I had at preſent reached. I did not 
imagine that this could be a circumſtance 
of conſiderable importance. My diſguiſe 
appeared to be a ſufficient ſecurity againſt 
momentary danger; and I therefore took 
a path, though not the moſt direct one, 
which led towards the * * _ 8 
"geſted, | 
Some of the occurrences of the day are 
deſerving to be mentioned. As I paſſed | 
along a road which lay in my way for a 
few miles, I faw.a carriage advancing i in 


the. 
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the oppoſite direction. I debated with 
myſelf for a moment, whether 1 ſhould 
paſs it without notice,.or ſhould take this- 
occaſion by voice or geſture. of making an 
eſſay of my trade. This idle diſquiſition | 
was however ſpeedily driven from my 
mind, when I. perceived that the carriage 
was Mr. Falkland's. The ſuddenneſs of 
the encounter. firuck me. with. terror, 
though perbaps it would have been dif- 
ficult for calm reflection to have diſco- 
vered any conſiderable danger. I wich- 
drew from the road, and ſkulked behind + 
a hedge till it ſhould” have completelß 
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gone by. I was too much occupied = 
with my own feelings to venture to ex { 
amine whether or no the terrible adver- =—_ 
fary of my peace were in the carriages. 1 


I perſuaded. myſelf that he was. I look - 
ed after. the equipage, and; -exclaimed, : 
There you may ſee the luxurious accom-- 
modations and appendages: of guilt, and 
Here the forlornneſs that waits upon wth - 
1 5. nocence 1. 
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nocence !—T was to blalte to imagine 5 
"that my caſe was ſingular i in that reſpect. 
1 only mention it to ſhow how the moſt 
trivial circumſtance contributes. to em- 
bitter the cup to the man of adverſity. | 
The thought however was a "tranſient - 
one. I had learned this leſſon from my 
ſufferings, not to indulge in the luxury 
of diſcontent. As my. mind recovered. 
its tranquillity, 1 began to enquire whe-- | 
ther the phenomenon I had Juſt ſeen 
could have any relation to myſelf. But, 
though my mind was extremely inquifi- 
tive and verſatile in this reſpect, 1 cod 
diſcover no ſufficient ground upon which. : 
to build.any judgment. 
At night I entered a little R. 9 
"houſe at the extremity of a village, and, 
c ſeating myſelf i in a.corner of the kitchen, 
aſked for ſome bread and cheeſe. While 
I was fitting at my repaſt, three or four 
: labourers came in for a little refreſh- 1 
ment alter their work, Ideas reſpecting 
2 ” WE 
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the inequality of rank pervade every or- 
der in ſociety; and, as my appearance 
was meaner and more contemptible than 
theirs, I found it expedient to give way 
to theſe gentry of a village alehouſe, and 
remove to an obſcurer ſtation. I was 
ſurpriſed and not a little ſtartled to find 
them fall almoſt immediately into con- 
verſation about my hiſtory, whom with 
a ſlight variation of circumſtances they 
ſtyled the notorious houſebreaker, Kit 
ane To | . —_— 
Damn the fellow; ſaid one oft 8 — | 
one never hears of any thing elle. O > 
my life, -I. think he makes talk. For, the 1 1 
whole county. 53 8 _ 
That is very true, replied another, 
T'vas at the market- town today to ſell 
ſome oats for my maler, and mere was 
a hue and cry, ſome of them thought 
they had got him, but i it Was a falſe 
alarm. | 0 
That We guineas is a. i thing, : 
ES rejoined : 
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rejoined the firſt. I ſhould be. glad if ſo 
be as how it fell in my way. . BY 
For the matter of that, ſaid his compa- 
nion, ſhould like a hundred guineas as 
well as another. But I cannot. be of 
your mind for alk.that, I ſhould never 
think money would do me any good, that 
had been the means of bringing a Chriſ- 
tian creature to the gallo ws. 0 
Pod, that is all my granny! Some folks 
muſt be hanged to keep the wheels of our 
ſtate- folks a-going. Beſide, I could for- 
give. the fellow all his other robberies, | 
but that he ſhould have been ſo harden- 
| ed as to break the houſe, of his own male 
ter at laſt, that is too bad. | 
Lord, lord, replied he other, I fre | 
you know nothing of. the matter! I. will 
tell you how it was, as J learned it at the 
town. I queſtion whether he ever rob 
bed his maſter at all. But, hark you! 
you muſt know as how that que Falk- 
land was once wrde for murder- : 
| ve, 
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e yes, v we know that. 
Well, he was as innocent as the child f 
n But I. ſuppoſes as how he is a 
little ſoft or ſo. And ſo Kit Williams 
Kit is a deviliſh cunning fellow, you 9 | 
judge that from his breaking. priſon no 
leſs than five. times, ——ſo, I ſay, he iy 
threatened. to bring his maſter, to trial at =_ 
the 'fizes all over again, and ſo frighten- | 
ed him, and got money. from him at 
divers times. Till at. lat one ſquite 
6 Foreſter, a relation of t'other, found it 
| all out. And he: made the hell of a 
M rumpus, and ſent away Kit to priſon in 
a twinky, and I. believe he. would have 
been banged ; for when two ſquires lay 
their heads together, they do not much 
matter law, you know; or elſe they twiſt 
the law to their own ends, I cannot ex- 
actly ſay which; but it is much at one, 
when the poor fellow's breath is out of 
his body. . 
Though this: tory v was- very circum- 
5 ſtantially 
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ſtantially told and with a ſufficient de- 
tail of particulars, it did not paſs un- 
queſtioned. Each man maintained the 
Juſtneſs of his own ſtatement, and the 
diſpute was long and obſtinately purſued. 
Hiſtorians and commentators at length 
withdrew together. The terrors with 
which I was ſeized when this -converſa- 
tion began, were extreme. I ſtole a ſide- 
Tong glance to one quarter and another, 
to obſerve if any man's attention were 
- turned upon me. I trembled as if in an 
ague- fit; and at firſt felt continual im- 
pulſes to quit the houſe and take to my 
heels. I drew cloſer to my corner, held 
aſide my head, and ſeemed from time to 
time to undergo a total revolution of 5 
animal economy 
At length the tide ok, * ane ; 
Perceiving they paid no attention to me, 
the recollection of the full ſecurity. my 
dilſguiſe afforded recurred ſtrongly to my 
| 2 * began inwardly to exult, 
5 0 : though 
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eourth- I did not venture to 'obtrude - 
myſelf to examination. By degrees I: 
began to be amuſed at the abſurdity of 
 theirſtales, and the variety of the falſe- 
hoods I heard aſſerted around me. My 
ſoul ſeemed to expand; I felt a pride in 
the ſelf. poſfeſſion and lightneſs of heart 
with which I could liſten to the ſcene; 
and I determined to prolong and height- - 
en the enjoyment. Accordingly, when 
they were withdrawn, I addreſſed myſelf 
to our hoſteſs, a buxom, bluff, good- 
humoured widow, and aſked what fort 9 
of a man this Kit Williams might 8 
She replied that, as ſhe was informed, 
he was as handſome, likely a lad, as any 
in four counties round; and that ſhe * 
loved him for his cleverneſs, by which 
Ine outwitted all the keepers they could 
ſet over him, and made his way through 5 
ſtone walls, as if they were ſo many cob= * 4 
webs. 'T obferved that the country was ER 
* alarmed, chat I did not 
think 
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think it . poſſible he ſhould eſcape the- 
purſuit that was ſet-up after him. This 
idea excited her immediate indignation z 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe. hoped he was far enough 
away by this time, but, if not, ſhe wiſhed 
the curſe of God might light, on them 
that betrayed ſo noble a fellow to an 
ignominious. end Though ſhe little 
thought that the perſon of whom ſhe 
ſpoke was ſo near her, yet the ſincere and 
generous v warmth with which ſhe,intereft- 
ed herſelf in my behalf, gave me conſi- 
derable pleaſure. With this ſenſation to 
ſweeten the fatigues of the day and the | 
| calamities of my ſituation, I retired from 
the kitchen to a neighbouring barn, laid 
_ myſelf down upon ſome ſtraw, and fell 
into a protound._fleep.. 
1 The next day about- noon - as I was 
purſuing, my. journey, I was overtaken | 
by two men on horſeback, who ſtopped 
me to enquire reſpecting a- perſon that 
they ſuppoſed might have paſſed along 
| that: 
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that road. As they proceeded i in their 
deſcription I. perceived with aſtoniſhment | 


and terror that I was myſelf. the perſon: 
to whom their queſtions related. They 
entered i into. a tolerably accurate detail - 
of the various characteriſtics by which 
my perſon might beſt be diſtinguiſhed. 

They ſaid, they had. good reaſon to be- 
lieve that I had been ſeen at a place in 


that county, the very day before. While 
they were ſpeaking, a third perſon who ; 
had fallen behind came up, and my 
alarm was greatly increaſed upon ſeeing, 
that this perſon. was the ſervant of Mr, 


Foreſter, who had. viſited. me in priſon 
about a fortnight. before my eſcape. My. 
beſt reſource in this. criſis was. compo- 


ſure and apparent indifference, It was 
fortunate for me that my diſguiſe was 


ſo complete, that the eye of Mr. Falk- 
land itſelf could ſcarcely have penetrated 
it. I had been aware for ſome time be- 
fore that this was a refuge which events 

might: 


— 
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might make neceſſary, and had enden 
voured to arrange and methodiſe my 
ideas upon the ſubject. From my youth 
1 had poſſeſſed a conſiderable facility in 
the art of i imitation; and, when 1 quit- 


* ted my retreat under the roof of Mr. 


Raymond, 1 adopted. along with my 
beggat' s attire a peculiar flouching and 
clowniſh- gait, to ba uſed whenever there 
ſhould appear the leaſt chance of my 
being obſerved, together with an Triſh- 
rogue which I had had an opportunity | 
of ſtudying in my priſon. Such are the- 
miſerable expedients and ſo great the ſtu-- 
died artifice, which man, who never de- 
ſerves the name of manhood but in' pro- 
portion as he is erect and independent, 
may find it neceſſary to employ, for the 
purpoſe of eluding the inexorable ani- 
moſity and unfeeling, tyranny of his fel- 
low man! I had made uſe of this brogue, . 
though I have not. thought it neceflary 
to write it down 3 in my narrative, in the 
: ; conver» 


AED WILLIAMS. © 9 
converſation of the village alehouſe. 
Mr. Foreſter's ſervant as he came up 

obſerved that his companions were en- 
gaged in converſation with me; and, 
gueſſing at the ſubject, aſced whether 
they had gained any intelligence. He 
added to the information at which they 
had already hinted, that a reſolution was 
taken to ſpare neither diligence nor ex- 
pence for my diſcovery and apprehen- 
fon, and that they were ſatisfied, if I. 
were above ground and inthe kingdom, 
it would be impoſſible for me to N 5 - 
them, | 
ade" new incident that. bad oc Uν,ͥ 
red to me, tended to impreſs upon my 
mind the extreme danger to which I. 
was ex poſed. I could almoſt have 
imagined that a was the ſole ſubject FE 
general attention, and that the whole 
world was in arms to exterminate me. 
The. very idea tingled through every. 
fibre of uy TRE: But terrible as it 
IM appeared.. 
\. Y 
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3 to my imagination, it did but 
give new energy to my purpoſe; and-I 
determined that. I would not voluntarily 
reſign the field, that is, properly ſpeak- 
ing, my neck to the cord of the execu- 
tioner, notwithſtanding the greateſt ſupe- 
riority in my aſſailants. But the incidents 
which had befallen me, though they did 
not change my purpoſe, induced me to 
examine over again the means by which 
that purpoſe might be effected. The 
conſequence of this reviſal was to deter- 

mine me to bend my courſe to the neareſt 
ſea - port on the weſt fide of the iſland, "FI 
and tranſport myſelf. to Ireland. Ican- 
not now tell What it was, that inclined | 
me to prefer this ſcheme to that which 
IL had originally formed. Perhaps the 
latter, which had been for ſome time 
preſent to my imagination; for that rea- 
ſon appeared the more obvious of the 
two; and I found an appearance of com- 
; leit, which the mind did not ſtay 
do- 
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to explain, in ſubſtituting the other in its 
Il 1 arrived without further impediment 
at the place from which I intended to ſail, 
enquired for a veſſel, which I found ready 
to put to ſea in a few hours, and agreed 
with the captain for my paſſage. Tre 
land had to me the diſadvantage of being 
a dependency of the Britiſn government, 
and therefore a place of leſs ſecurity than 
moſt other countries which are divided 
from it by the ocean. To judge from 
the diligence with which I ſeemed to be 
purſued in England, it was not impro- 
bable that the zeal of my perſecutors 
might follow me to the · other ſide of the 
channel. It was however ſufficiently 
agreeable to my mind, chat J was upon 
the point af being removed one ſtep fur- 
ther, from the dan ger which was ſo * 
ous to my imagination. 
Could there be any peril in this ſhort | 
interval that was to elapſe before the veſ- 
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ſel. was to weigh. anchor, and quit the, 
Engliſh ſhore? Probably not. A very 
E ſhort time had intervened between my de- 
termination for the ſea and my arrival at 
this place; and, if any new alarm had, 
been given to my perſecutors, it proceed-, 
ed from the old woman a very few days 
before. I hoped I had anticipated their 
diligence. Meanwhile that I might ne- 
gle& no reaſonable precaution, I went 
inſtantly on board, reſolved that I would 
not unneceſſarily, by walking the ſtreets 
of the town, expole myſelf to any un- 
toward accident. This was the firſt 
time I had ever upon any occaſion en 
leave of ys native Kallntef. | 
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L HE time was now nearly elapſed 
that was preſcribed for our ſtay, and or- 
ders for weighing anchor were every 
moment expected, when we were hailed 
by a boat from the ſhore with two other 

men in it beſide thoſe that rowed. They -- 

entered our veſſel in an inſtant. They 
were officers of juſtice. The paſſengers, ; 
five perſons beſide myſelf,” were ordered 
upon deck for examination. I was in- ; 
expreſſibly diſturbed at the occurrence 
of ſuch a circumſtance in ſo unſeaſonable 
a moment. I took it for granted that it 
was of me that they were in ſearch. Was = 
it poſſible that by any unaccountable ac. 
cident they ſhould have got an intimation 
of my diſguiſe? It was UNE more 
o | Ciſtrefling 
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diſtrefling to encounter them -upon'this 


-narrow ſtage and under theſe pointed cir- 
Cumſtances, than, as I had before en- 


countered my purſtiers, under the ap- 
-pearance of an indifferent perſon: My 
recollection however did not forſake me. 


* T-confided in my-conſcious-diſguiſe and 


my Iriſh brogue, as arock of dependence 
againſt all accidents. -. _ - 

No ſooner did we appear upon 4 
than to my great conſternation J could 
obſerve the attention of our gueſts prin- 
_cipally turned upon me. They aſked a 
few frivolous queſtions of ſuch of my fel- 
low paſſengers as happened to be neareſt 
to them; and then turning to me en- 
quired my name, who I was, whence 1 


came, and what had brought me chere? 


T had ſcarcely opened my mouth to reply, 
when with one conſent they laid hold of 
me, ſaid I was their priſoner, and declared 
that my accent, together with the cor- 


5 * PR , would be ſuf- 
| ficient 
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ficient to convict me befote any court in 


England. I was hürtied out of the veſ⸗ 
ſel inte 
and ſeated between them, as if by way of 


precaution left I ſhould ſpring overboard 


and by any means eſcape them. 


I now took it for granted that I was 


once miore in the power of Mr. Falkland, 
and the idea was inexpreſſibly mortify- 
ing and afflictive to my imagination. 


Eſcape from his purſuit, freedom from 


his tyranny, were objects upon which my 


whole ſoul was bent; could no human 


ingenuity and exertion effect them ? Did 
his power reach through all ſpace, and 


his eye penetrate every concealment? 


Was he like that myſterious being, to 


protect us from whoſe fierce revenge 


mountains and hills we are told might 
fall on us in vain ? No idea i is more heart- 
ſiekening and tremendous than this. But 
in my cafe it was not a ſubject of reaſon- 
ing or of faith; I could derive no com- 


Vor. III. F . fort 


5 the boat in which they came, 
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fort either directly, n the unbelief 
which, upon religious ſubjects, ſome men 
avow to their own minds, or ſecretly, 


from the remoteneſs and incomprehen- 


ſibility of the conception; it was an affair 


of ſenſe; I felt the fangs of the tyger 
ſtriking deep into my heart. 


But, though this impreſſion was at 
firſt exceedingly ſtrong, and accompanied 
with its uſual attendants of dejection and 
pufillanimity of ſpirit, my mind ſoon 
began, as it were mechanically, to turn 
upon the conſideration of the diſtance be- 
tween this ſea- port and my cou oty priſon, 


and the various opportunities of eſcape 


that might offer themſelves in the, inter- 
val. My firſt duty was to avoid. betray- 
ing myſelf more than it might afterwards 
appear I was betrayed already. It was 
poſlible that, though apprehended, my . } 
apprehenſion might bave been determin- 
ed on upon ſome flight ſcore, and that by 
my dexterityI might render my diſmiſſion 
l 
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as ſudden as my arreſt had been. It was 
even poſſible that 1 had been ſeized 
through a mistake, and that the preſent 
meaſure might have no connection with 


Mr. Falkland's affair. Upon every ſup- 


poſition it was my buſineſs to gain infor- 
mation, and not to communicate it. 


I ſoon found the benefit of this reſolu- 


tion. In my paſſage from the ſhip to the 
town I did not utter a word. My conducs- . 


tors commented on my ſulkineſs, but re- 


marked that it would, avail me nothing, I 
ſhould infallibly ſwing, as it was never 
known that any body got off, Who was 
tried for robbing | his majeſty's mail. It is 
eaſy to conceive the lightneſs of heart 
which was communicated to me by theſe - 
words: I perſiſted however in the ſilence 
had meditated. From the reſt of their con- 
verſation, which was ſufficiently voluble, 
1 learned that the mail from TOUR 
to London had been robbed about ten 
days before by two Iriſhmen, that one of 
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them was already ſecured, and that I was 
taken up upon ſuſpicion of being the 
other. They had a deſcription of his per- 
ſon which, though, as I afterwards found, 
it diſagreed from mine in ſeveral material 
articles, appeared to them to tally to the 
minuteſt tittle. The intelligence that the 
whole proceeding againſt me was found- 

eld in a miſtake, took an oppreſſive load 
from my mind. I believed that I ſhould 
immediately be able to eſtabliſh my in- 
nocence to the ſatisfaction of any magiſ- 
trate in the Kingdom; and „though croſſed 
in my plans, and thwarted in my deſign 
of quitting the iſland even after I was al- 
ready at ſea, this was but a trifling incon- 
venience compared with what I had had 
but too much reaſon to fear. 

As ſoom as we came aſhore I was con- 

duced to the houſe of a juſtice of peace, 
a man who had formerly been the captain 


of a collier, but who, having been ſuc- 24 


ceſsful in the world, had quitted this 
3 wandering ; 


CALEB WILLIAMS 101 


wakdering life, and for "FT years had 
had the honour to repreſent his 'majeſty%s 
perſon. We were detained for ſome time 
in a ſort of anti-room, warting his reve- 
rence's leiſure, The perſons by whom L 


had been taken up were experienced in 


their trade, and inſiſted upon employing 
this interval in ſearching me, in preſence 
of two of his worſhip's ſeryants.- They 
found upon me fifteen guineas and ſome 


filver. They required me to ſtrip myſelf 


perfectly naked, that they might examine 
whether I had bank- notes concealed'any 


where about my perſon. They took up. 


the detached parcels of my miſerable at- 
tire as I threw:it from me, and felt them 
one by one to diſcover whether the arti» 
cles of which they were in ſearch might 
by any device be ſewn up in them. To 
all this I ſubmitted without murmuring, 
It might probably, come to the ſame 
thing at laſt, and ſummary: juſtice was 
ſufficiently coincident with. my vie vs, 
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my ant object being to get as $i 


as poſſible out of the clutches of the re- 


ſpectable * 0 now had me in 
cuſtody. 


This operation was cel com pleted; 


ables we were directed to be uſhered 
into his worſhip's apartment. My ac- 


cuſers opened the charge, and told him 
that they had been ordered to this town 
upon an intimation that one of the per- 


ſons who robbed the Edinburgh mail 


was to be found here; and that they had 
taken me on-board a veſſel which was by 
| this time under fail for Ireland. Well, 

ſays his worſhip, that is your ſtory; ; now 
Jet us hear what account the gentleman 
gives of himſelf. What is your name, 
ha, firrah ? and from what part of Tip- 
perary are you pleaſed to come? I had 
already taken my determination upon 
this article; and, the moment I learned 
the particulars of the charge againſt me, 
reſolved, for the Pe eſent at leaſt, to lay 
AE Yo aſide 
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aſide my lriſh accent, and ſpeak my na- 


tive tongue. This T had done in the very 


few words I had ſpoken to my conductors 
in the anti- room: they ſtared at the me- 


tamorphoſis, but they had gone too far 
for it to be poſſible they ſhould retract in 
conſiſtence with their honour. I now told 
the juſtice that I was no Iriſhman, nor 
had ever been in that country : I was a 
native of England. This occaſioned a 
conſulting of the depoſition i in which my 
perſon was ſuppoled to be deſcribed, and 
which my conductors had brought along 
with them for their direction. To be 
ſure that 1 chat the offender ſhould 
be an Iriſhman. ' 


| Obſerving | his vert wiſe * 


thought this was the time to puſh the 
matter a little further. I referred to the 
paper, and ſhowed him that the deſcrip- 


tion neither tallied as to height nor com- 


plexion. But then it did as to years and 
the colour of the hair; and 1 it was not 
1 F 4 this 
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this. gentleman s habit, as he infornted 
me, to ſquabble about trifles, or to let a 
man's neck out of the halter for a pre- 


tended flaw of a few inches in his ſtature. 
If a man were too ſhort, he ſaid, there 


was no remedy like a little ſtretching. 
The miſcalculation in my caſe happened 
to be the oppoſite way, but his reve : 
rence did not think proper to loſe his jeſt, 
Upon the whole he was fomenhar at a 
| boſs how to proceed. 


My conductors alba th this, of hes 
gan to. tremble for che reward, Which 


two hours ago they thought as. good as, 
in their own: pocket. To retain me in 


cuſtody they judged to be a ſafe ſpecula · 


tion; if it turned out a miſtake at laſt, 
they felt little apprehenſion of a ſuit for 
falſe impriſonment from a poor man, ac- 


coutred as I was, in rags, They there- 
fore urged his worſhip to comply with 
their views. They told him that to be 


ture the Fagguee *guink me did not 


Fr . 11 6 28 fl 9 prove 


CALEB WILLIAMS. | 105 | 


prove ſo ſtrong, as for their part they 
heartily wiſhed it had, but that there 
were a number of ſuſpicious cireum- 
ſtances reſpecting me; When I was | 
brought up to them upon the deck of the 
veſſel, I ſpoke as fine an Iriſh'brogue as 
one ſhall hear in a ſummer's day ; and 
now, all at once, there was not the leaſt 
particle of it left. In ſearching me they 
had found upon me fifteen guineas zghow 
ſhould a poor beggar lad, ſuch as I ap- 
peared, come honeſtly by fifteen guineas F 
Beſide, when they had ſtripped me-na- 
ked, though my dreſs was fo ſhabby, 
my ſkin had all the ſleekneſs of a gentle-" 
man. In fine, for what purpoſe could a 
poor beggar, who had never been in Ire-: 
land in his life, want to tranſport himſelf 
to that country? It was as clear as the ſun 
that F was no better than I ſhould be. 
This reaſoning, together with ſome ſig⸗ 
nificant winks and geitures between the 
e and the plaintiffs, brought him 
St E 5 over 
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over to their way of thinking. He ſaid, 
| I muſt go to Warwick, where it ſeems 
the other robber was at preſent in cuſlo- 
dy, and be confronted with him; and 
if then every thing appeared fair and 
ſatisfactory, I ſhould be diſcharged. 
Nos intelligence could be more terrible. 
than that which was contained in theſe. 
words. That I, who had found the 
whole country in arms againſt me, who. 
was expoſed to a purſuit ſo peculiarly 
vigilant and penetrating; ſhould now. be: 
dragged to the very centre of the king- 
dom, without power of accommodating. 
myſelf to circumſtances, and under the 
immediate cuſtody of the officers of juſ- 
tice, ſeemed to my ears almoſt the ſame: 
| thing as if they had pronounced upon me 
> a ſentence of death | I ſtrenuouſly urged 
the injuſtice of this proceeding. I ob- 
ſerved to the magiſtrate that it was im- 
poſſible I ſhould be the perſon at whom 
the. deſcription. pointed, It required an 
an, ; 
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Iriſhman'; I was no Iriſhman, It de- 
ſcribed a perſon ſhorter than I; a circam- 
ſtance of all others the leaſt capable of 
being counterfeited. There was not the 
flighteſt reaſon for detaining me in cuſto- 
dy. I had been already diſappointed of 
my voyage and loſt the money I had paid 
down through the officiouſneſs of theſe 
gentlemen in apprehending me.” I aſ- 
ſured his worſhip that every delay under 
my cireumſtances was of the utmoſt im- 
portance to me. It was impoſſible” to 
deviſe a greater injury to be inflicted on 
me, than the propoſal that, inſtead of 
being permitted to proceed upon my 
voyage, I : ſhould/ be ſent under arreſt 
into the heart of the kingdom. | 
My remonſtrances were in vain. The 
juſtice was by no means inclined to digeſt 
che being exhoſtulated with in this man- 
ner by a perſon in the habiliments of a 
beggan. In the midſt of my addreſs he 
would. haye flenced me for my imperti- 
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nence, but that 1 ſpoke wick an carneft» 
neſs with which be was wholly unable to 
contend. When I had finiſhed, he told 
me it was all to no purpoſe, and that it 
might have been better for me if I had 
own myſelf leſs inſolent,. It was clear 
that I was a vagabond and a ſuſpicious: 
perſon: The more earneſt I ſhowed my- 
ſelf to get off, the more reaſon there was 
he ſhould keep me faſt. Perhaps after alk 
L hould turn out to be the felon in quet- 
tion. But, if I was not that, he had n 
| doubs I was' worſe ; a poacher, or for, | 
What he knew a murderer... He had a | 
kind of a notion that he had een my face 
before about ſome ſuch affair; out of all 
doubt I was an old offender; He had it 
in his to fend me to hard labour 
as a vagtant upon the ne of my ap- 
pearance and the dontradictions in my: 
ſtory, or to: order me to Warwick; and 
out of the ſpontaneous goodneſs of his dif! 
| poſition he choſe the milder. alternative. 
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He could aſſure me 1 ſhould not ſlip 
through his fingers, It was of more bes 
nefit to his majeſty's government to hang 

one ſuch fellow as he ſuſpected me to 
be, than out of miſguided tenderneſs to 
concern,one's ſelf for the 1 of at the 

beggars 1 in the nation. 11 5 

Finding. that it was e to- 
* in the way J deſired, ona man, 
ſo fully impreſſed wich his own Hlignity 
and importance and my utter inſig- 
nificance, I claimed that at leaſt the- 
money taken from my perſon ſhould 
be reſtor ed to me. This. was granted. 
His>worſhip perhaps ſuſpected that he 
had ſtretched a point in what he had: 
already done, and was therefore the leſs 
unwilling to relax in this incidental cir- 
cumftance, My conductors did not op- 
poſe themſelves to this indulgenee, for 
a reaſon that will appear in the ſe- 
quel. The. juſtice however enlarged- 
Ke his clemency in this proceeding, 
I He 
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He did not know whether he was not 

* > exceeding the ſpirit of his commiſſion in 

_ complying - with my demand. So much 

money in my poſſeſſion could not be ho- 
neſtly come by. But it was his temper 

to ſoften, as far as could be done with 

8 the ſtrict letter of the law. 1270 
There were cogent reaſons why the 

„ gentlemen who had originally taken me 
doo cuſtedy, choſe that 1 ſhould conti- 

i nue in their cuſtody when my examina- 
tion was over. Every man is in his dif- 
ferent mode ſuſceptible to a fenſe of ho- 

nour; and they did not chooſe to encoun- 
ter the diſgrace that would accrue to 
them if juſtice had been done. Every 
man is in ſome degree influenced by the 
love of power; and they were willing 
ſhould owe any benefit I received, to their 
ſovereign” grace and benignity, and not 

to the mere reaſon of the eaſe. It was. 
not however an unſubſtantial honour and 
barren Power that formed the object of 

their 
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their purſuit: no, their views were deep - 
er than that.. In a word, though they 
| choſe that I ſhould, retire from the ſeat 
of juſtice as 1 had. come before it, a pri- 
ſoner, yet the tenour of my examination 
had obliged them in ſpite of themſelves 
to ſuſpect, that I was innocent of the 
charge they alleged againſt me. Appre- | 
henſive therefore that the hundred guineas 
that had been offered as a reward for 
taking the robber, was com pletely out of 
the queſtion i in the preſent buſineſs, they 
were contented to ſtrike at ſmaller game. 
Having, conducted me to an inn, and 
given directions reſpecting a vebicle for 
the journey, they took me aſide, while. 
one of them addreſſed me in the follow- 
ing manner : 

You. fee, my lad, FR the caſe 8 
hey for Warwick is the word! and, when 
we are got there, what may happen then 
I will not pretend for to ſay. Whether 
you are innocent or no is no buſineſs of 

mine; 
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mine; but you are not ſuch a ehen 1 
to ſuppoſe, if ſo be as you" are innocent, 
that that will make your game altogether 
ſure; © You fay, your buſineſs calls you 
another way, and as how you are in hafter 
F have not the heart to croſs any- man in 
bis concerns, if I can help it. If there- 
fore you will give us them there fifteen, 


miners, why fnug is the word. They are 
of no uſe to you; a beggar, you know, 


is always at home. For the matter of 
that we could have had them in the way 
of buſineſs as. you ſaw at the juſtice's. 


But I am a man of principle; 1 loves to 


do things above board, and ſcorns to 0p 


tort a ſhilling from any man, 
He whois tinctured with W e 0 of” . 
moral.diſcrimination, is apt upon occa- 


ion to be run away with by his feelings 
in chat reſpect, and to forget the imme 


diate intereſt of the moment. I confeſs” 


that the firſt ſentiment excited in my | 


* by this overture was that of indig- 
in nation. 


— 


=, 
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nation. I was irreſiſtibly impelled to 
give utterance to this feeling, and poſt- 
pone for a ener the conſideration of 
the future. I replied with the ſeverity 
which ſo baſe a proceeding appeared to 
deſerve. My bear-leaders were confides 
rably ſurpriſed with my firmneſs, but 
ſeemed to think it beneath them to con- 
teſt with me the principles I delivered. 
He who had made the overture contented 
himſelf with replying, Well, well; my 
lad, do as you will; you are not the firſt 
man that has been hanged rather than 
part wit a few guineas. His words did 
not paſs unheeded by me. They were 
ſtrikingly applicable to my -ſecation, and 
I was determined not to ſuffer the occa- 
ſion to eſcape me unimproved. 
The pride of theſe gentlemen however 
was too great to admit of farther parley - 
for the preſent. They left me abruptly ; 
having firſt ordered an old man, the fa- 
ther of the landlady, to ſtay in the room 
e e Wr 


i Aber oF _ 
with me while they were abfent- The 
old man they ordered for ſecurity to lock 
the door and put the key in bis pocket, 
at the ſame time mentioning below ſtairs 
the ſtation in which they had left me, 
that the people: of the houſe might have 
an eye upon what went forward, and not 
ſuffer me to eſcape. What was the inten- 
tion of this manœuvre Lam unable cer- 
tainly to pronounce. ', Probably it was a 
ſort of compromiſe. between their pride 
and their ayarice, being deſirous for ſome 
reaſon or other to drop me as ſoon as 
convenient, and therefore determining to 
wait the reſult of my private meditation 
on the propoſal they had made. : 
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'Tary were no ſooner withdrawn than 
I caſt my eye upon the old man, and 
found ſomething extremely venerable and 
intereſting in his appearance, His form 
was above the middle ſize, It indicated 
that his ſtrength had once been conſide- 
Table; nor was it at this time by any 
means annihilated, His hair was in con- 
ſiderable quantity, and was as white as 
the drifted ſnow. His complexion was 
healthful and ruddy, at the ſame time 
that his face was furrowed with wrinkles; 
In his eye there was remarkable vivacity, 
and his whole countenance: was ſtrongly 
expreſſive of good nature. The booriſh- 
neſs of his rank! in | ſociety was loſt in the 
| : cultivation 
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cultivation his mind had derived from 
— habits of ſenſibility and benevolence. 
| The view of his figure immediately in- 
troduced a train of ideas into my mind 
reſpecting the advantage to be drawn 
from the preſence of ſuch a perſon. The 
attempt to take any ſtep without his 
conſent was hopeleſs, for, though I ſhould 
fucceed with regard to him, he could ea- | 
fily give the alarm to other perſons who I 
would no doubt be within call. Add to 
which, I could ſcarcely have prevailed 
on-myſelf to offer any offence to a perſon 
whoſe firſt appearance ſo ſtrongly en- 
gaged my affection and eſteem. In rea- 
lity my thoughts were turned into a dif- 
ſerent channel. I was impreſſed with an 
ardent wiſh, to be able to call this man 
my benefactor. Purſued by a train of 
Wl fortune, I could no longer eonſider 
myſelf as a member of ſociety. I was a 
ſolitary being, cut off from the expecta- 
tion of ſympathy, kindneſs and the good 
15 PLD 5 wil 
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will of mankind. 1 was ſtrongly. im- 


pelled by the ſituation, in which the pre- | 


ſent moment placed me, to indulge in a 
Juxury which my deſtiny ſeemed to have 


denied. could not conceive of the 


ſmalleſt compariſon between the idea ot 
deriving my liberty from the ſpontaneous 


kindneſs of a worthy and excellent mind, 
and that of being indebted for it to the 


ſelfiſhneſs and baſe neſs of the worſt mem- 
bers of ſociety. It was thus that I al- 
lowed myſelf in the wantonnels of refine- 
ment even in the midſt of deſtruction. 
Guided by theſe ſentiments, I requeſted 
his attention to the cireumſtances by 
which I had been brought into my pre- 
ſent ſituation. He immediately ſigniſied 
his affent, and faid he would chearfully 
liſten to any thing I thought proper to 
communicate. 1 told him the perſons 
| who had juſt left me in charge with him, 
had come to this town for the purpoſe: ot 
apprehending ſome perſen who had been 


guilty 
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guilty of robbing the mail; that they bal 
choſen to taxe me up under this warrant, 
and had conducted me before a juſlice of : 
| the peace; that they had ſoon detected 
their miſtake, the perſon in queſtion be- 
ing an Iriſhman; and di tering 4 From me 
both in country and ſtature; but that by 
colluſion ' between them and the juſtice 
they were permitted to retain me in cuſ. 
tody, and pretended to undertake to con- 
duct me to Warwick to confront me with 
my accom plice; that in ſearching me at 
the juſtice s they had found a ſum "I 
money in my poſſeſſion which excited 
their cupidity, and that they had juſt been 
propoſing to me to give me my liberty 
upon condition of my ſurrendering this 
ſum into their hands. Under theſe cir- 
cumſtances I requeſted him to conſider 
whether he would wiſh to render him 
ſelf the inſtrument of their extortion. 1 
put myſelf into his hands, and ſolemnly 
averred the truth of the facts J had juſt 
6 | EE ſtated. 
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ſtated. If he would aſſiſt me in my eſ- 
cape, it could have no other effect than 
to diſappoint the baſe paſſions of my 
conductors. I would upon no account 
expoſe him to any real inconvenience; 
but I was well aſſured that the ſame ge- 
neroſity that prompted him to a good 
deed, would enable him effectually to 
vindicate it when done; and that thoſe 
wbo detained me, when they had loſt 
ſight of their prey, would feel covered 
with confuſion, and not dare to take 
another ſtep in the affair. 
The old man liſtened to what I related 
with curioſity and intereſt, He ſaid that 
he had always felt an abhorrence to the 
fort of people who had me in their hands, 
that he had an averſion to the taſk they 
had juſt impoſed upon him, but that he 
could not refuſe ſome little diſagreeable 
offices to oblige his daughter and ſon- in- 
law. He had no doubt, from my coun- 
tenance and manner, of the truth of what 
; Il had 
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I had afferted to him. It as an extra- 
ordinary requeſt J had made, and he did 


not know what had induced me to think 
him the ſort of perſon to whom it might 


properly be made. In reality however 
bis habits of thinking were uncommon, 


and he felt more than half inclined to act 
as I deſired. One thing at leaſt he would 


deſire of me in return, whieh was to be 
faithfully informed in fome degree re- 
ſpecting the perſon he was aſked to 


oblige. What was my name ? 


The queſtion came upon meun pre- 
pared. But whatever might be the con- 
ſequences, I could not bear to deceive 
the perſon by whom it was put, and in 


the circumſtances under which it was 


put. The practice of perpetual fal ſhood 
is too painful a taſk. R that ad 


name was Williams. 


8 pauſed. His eye . fixed upon 
4 n his complexion alter at the 
| 7 1 repe- 


ö 


11 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 127 
repetition of that word. "TR proceeded 
with vifible anxiety. 

My chriſtian name? 

Caleb. e N 

Good God ! it could not be? 
He conjured me by every thing that was 
ſacred to anſwer him faithfully to one 
queſtion more. I was not ?—no, it 
was impoſſible the perſon who had for- 
merly lived fervant with Mr. rann. 
of TOW? iy 

I told him alive; whatever 0 be 
the meaning of his queſtion, I would an- 
{wer him truly. I was the ann * 

mentioned. 8, 

As J uttered theſe 3 the eld man 
roſe from his ſeat. He was ſorry that 
fortune had been ſo unpropitious to him, 
as for him ever to have ſet eyes upon 

me! I was a monſter with whom the very 


each groaned ! 


J intreated that be would ſuffer me to 
Ver l. c 8 
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explain this new miſapprehenſion, as ts 
had done in the former inſtance. I had 
no doubt that I ſhould do it equally to 
| his ſatisfaction. 
No! no! no! he would upon no con- 
ſideration admit that his ears ſhould ſuffer 
ſuch contamination. This caſe and the 
other were very different. There was no 
criminal upon the face of the earth, no 
murderer, half ſo deteſtable, as the per- 
ſon who could prevail upon himſelf to 
utter the charges I had done by way of 
recrimination againſt ſo generous a ma- 
ter. The old man was in a perfect agony 
with the recollection. 

At length he calmed W enough 
to ſay be ſhould never ceaſe to grieve 
bg he had held a moment's parley with 

. He did not know what was the con- 
408 ſevere juſtice required of him; but, 
ſince he had come into the knowledge of 


who I was only by my own confeſſion, it 


* 


was 
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was irreconcilably repugnant to his feel- 
ings to make uſe of that knowledge to 
my injury. Here therefore all relation 
between us ceaſed ; as indeed it would 
be an abuſe of words to conſider me 
in the light of a human creature. He 
would do me no miſchief; but on the 
other hand he would not for the world 
be in any way aſſiſting and abetting me. 
I was inexpreſſibly affected at the ab- 
horrence this good and benevolent rea- 
ture expreſſed againſt me. I could not 
be ſilent; I endeavoured once and again 
to prevail upon him to hear me. But 
his determination was unalterable. Our 
conteſt laſted for ſome time, and he at 
length terminated it by ringing the bell, 
and calling up the waiter, A very little. 
while after this, my conductors entered, 
and the other perſons withdrewp. 
It was a part of the ſingularity of my 
fare that it hurried me from one ſpecies, 
of anxiety and diſtreſs to another, too ra- 


G2 5 pidly 
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pidly to ſaffer any one of them to fink 
deeply into my mind. I am apt to be- 
lieve in the retroſpect that half the cala- 
mities I was deſtined to endure would 
infallibly have overwhelmed and deſtroy- 
ed me. But, as it was, I had no leiſure 
to chew the cud upon misfortunes as 
they befel me, but was under the neceſ- 
ſity of forgetting them to guard againſt 
peril that the next moment ſeemed ready 
to cruſh me. The behaviour of this in- 
comparable and amiable old man cut me 
to the heart. It was a dreadful prog- 
goſtic for all my future life. But, as 1 
have juſt obſerved, my conductors en- 
tered, and another ſubject called impe- 
rioufly upon my attention. I could have 
been content, mortified as J was at this 
inftant, to have been ſhut up in ſome im- 
penetrable ſolirude, and to have wrapped 
myſelf up in inconfolable miſery. But 
the grief J endured! had not ſuch power 
over me, as that I could be content to 
EN N riſk 


CE Cy — Lon que 2 — 
— —— —U— i "90 56-0608 — 2 — — 5 


2 2 nd I HE — 22 — — — 
———— 3 2 . — — — 9 
—— 1 r —— Se th — — . a —__ - = 
A== 6 TD II res EA bees — — 7 — 2 — AE 
"IIS . * 5 8 PD 2 py —— — — 
Pn > =, CS TT AR r= | | SS; E 
AGE ax 


* — — — — . 2 
— * 2 2 2 
be — + 2 — 
— <9 4 KS: 
ns oe Inn vo 9 2a 1 
BEARS TT Nr 


* 2 — —.— 
* . 


0 E 
- - : — 2 TCC ĩ Sony Oe RIES Yau ar he” == 
pe we rg —— 1 2 5 — I3 & > a g * DRE wean tons Bond. — = 
I UC OI AR TT ERC III * D or foe ee rr: age toe- IS Pons, — SE I LEES ES 
HY 8 * q AF, Ia AEST; 8 A S. - _ +4 + — —— * — * DIE A 4 x: 228 5 — — = == 
FI — e. * 9 * Do, 1 BB . . * * * "gp. & 2-0 2 r 7 7 + e 22 pg 1 — 2 
Ce ng ix - 4 9 4 a * — — da 33 > 6 +: 272 PG ox . — —— > or a OI ES by <LI. — 2 1 — y —— * — g 
„ Nn 8 — 
— 8 — 


7 
4 
2 
1 
4 
7 
4 
{ts 
Wb 
1 
\ 

Mos 
tt 

bay 

Ts 

* 

4 
7 171 

1 
5 
1 
1448 
& > 
5 
g*; 
8 
MN 
! 

l 
ith 
i” 
9 4 
Ie" 
1 7 
1 
iy 

* 

- V4 
"uh 
* , 
? * 
177 
"5 
N 1 in 
14 
f-3 
* 
N 
12 
oy 1 1 
4 
e 
3 1 
[ , 
| _ 

f i 
1 
U 
47 
Li 
- 
wn 
5 

5 
, Iz 
4 

wo 
4 
i» 
15 
* 
14 5 
. 8 
= * 
ik 
o 45 

71 


* - 
* 7 — N — — — ; - N. — ESTELLE IEEE 2 
— 224 N — 2 TINY 24 VM gs 6 G 8 x K ( ee re were ets — Ing>—_y — 9 Wane cy IP AAR ET — — 
e 2 8 38 r G 1 a 2 i xr ltr ones ety 5 cope 5 —_ N _ — 8 So * — * LE — is "—_ OOF bo oe RY F< 3 T r PIR; 2 — —_— — ——[— —— —_— 
FEY ar. ti 23233 OE ORE MS INES 20s F — gi 3 : — DFE Poe on a EEE . — 
— — " a ES 7 3 — — wx ns ye 3 8 — 3 4 — 2 — N 2 24 3 — "fs r — -_ — ** 4 : : 7 - - : - = © _ 
—— 22 A . * — - — . 8 5 Th we - — — 8 — 7 — 22 ee RIS. - — * — ns — 2 = bs ee WF. 8 - = . 2 —— — — 8 mp TT, 2 
* Fa * 12 - — 2 - oe - > — — — — 2 * . 22 — _— = SS Fr: FEM». — T LS . — 7 = EST Sn. - = = — k Es — = 
ates 4 : F * 5 : pe — — 22222 ⁵³˙· 1D ¶ e oe on — r er W = . — Sox * 
o « Lern : K e 2 F : \ 2 : EIT 8 1 r . CARES CUI TIE CERES Ir 4 N 5 « — — — I Be IR * 
J 7 Sa . r Ka & * ; * by " * : — 
- Y r r _— 4 TIE ARR endl aA "ag ” : : 
: e * . 
98 Py 9 4 * 4 5 Mt 3 ** N , 
* 2 bc pers ns 3 > ——— k . i EA —— — anrro E, 2 
* 8 n N _ 2 oe ane nr 2 — by - — — 2 „ 
: * 
* « 
4 5 a f a 
p 
; - 0 | 
y . 
8 0 
” p : 


oy 
— - aw — 
MY 2 — 
— 
% Xo . 


— 
— = 


\ 


CALES, WILLIAMS. 12g 


riſk. the being led to the gallows.. The 5 
love of life, and ſill more a hatred againſt 
oppreſſion, ſteeled my heart againſt that 
ſpecies of inertion. In the ſcene that 
had juſt paſſed, I bad indulged, as I have 
faid, in a wantonneſs and luxury of re- 
tinement, It was time that indulgence 
ſhould be brought to a period. It was 
dangerous to trifle any more upon the 
-brink of fate; and, penetrated as I was 
with ſadneſs. by the reſult of my laſt at- 
tempt, Iwas little diſpoſed to unneceſſary 
circumambulation.. I was exactly in the 
temper in which the gentlemen who had 
me in their power, would have defired 
to find me. Accordingly we entered 
upon immediate buſineſs; and after ſome 
chaffering, they agreed to accept eleven 
guineas as the price of my freedom, To 
preſerve however the charineſs of their 
reputation, they inſiſted upon conduct- 
ing me with them for a few miles on the 
ourfide of a ſtage- coach. They then 

1 1 pretended 
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pretended that the road they had to 
travel lay in a croſs-country direction; 
and, having quitted the vehicle, they 
ſuffered me, almoſt as ſoon as it was Otit 
of ſight, to ſhake off this troubleſome 
aſſociation, and follow my own incli- 
nations. It may be worth remarking by 
the way, that ' theſe fellows outwitted 
themſelves at their own trade. They 
had laid hold of me at firſt under the | 
idea of a prize of a hundred guineas ; 
they had fince been glad to accept a 
compoſitioh of eleven; but, if they had 
retained me a little longer in their poſ- 
ſeſſion, they would have found the poſſi- 
bility of acquiring the ſum that had ori- 
ginally excited their purkiiie, _ a dif. 
ferent fcore. We 
The miſchances that had befallen ms 
in my late attempt to eſcape from my 
purſuers by having recourſe to the ſea, 
deterred me from the thought of re- 
peating that experiment. I therefore | 
ch | | once 
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once more returned to the ſuggeſtion? 'of 
hiding myſelf, at leaſt for the preſent, 
amid{t the crowds of the metropolis. 
Meanwhile I by no means thought pro- 
per to venture by the direct route, and 
the leſs fo as that was the courſe which 
- would be ſteered by my late conductors; 
but todk my road along the borders of 
Wales. The only incident worth relat- 
ing in this place, occurred in an attempt 
to croſs the Severn in a particular point. 
The mode was by a ferry; but by ſome 
ſtrange inadvertence I loſt my way ſo 
completely, as to be wholly unable that 
night to reach the ferry, and arrive at 
the town which I * deſtined for my 
repoſe. 

This may ſeem wa a petty A 
ment, in the midſt of the overwhelming 
conſiderations that might have been ex- 
pected to engroſs every thought of my 
mind. Yet it was borne by me with fin» 
gular impatience. I was that day un- 

G 15 commonly 
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commonly fatigued. Previouſly to the 
time that I miſtook, or at leaſt was 
aware of the miſtake of the road, the 
{ky had become black and lowering, _ 
and ſoon after the clouds burſt down in 
ſheets of rain. I was in the midſt of a 
heath, without a tree or covering of any 
fort to ſhelter me. I was thoroughly 
| drenched in a moment. I puſhed on 
with a ſort of ſullen determination, By 
and by the rain gave place to a ſtorm of 
bail. The hail-ſtones were large and 
frequent. I was ill defended by the mi- 
ſerable covering 1 wore, and they ſeem- 
ed to cut me in a thouſand directions. 
The hail · ſtorm ſubſided, and was again 
ſucceeded by a heavy rain. By this 
time it was that I had · perceived | was 
wholly out of my road. I could diſcover 
neither man, nor beaſt, nor habitation of 
any kind. I walked on, meaſuring at 
every turn the path it would be proper 
to e, but in no inſtance finding a 
| 9 ſufficient 


\ 
N 
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fufficient reaſon to reject one or prefer 
another. My mind was burſting with 
depreſſion and anguiſh. I muttered 
imprecations and murmuring, as I paſſed 
along. I was full of loathing and ab- 


horrence of life, and all that life carries 


in its train. After wandering without 
any certain direction for two hours, I was: 
overtaken by the night. The ſcene was 
nearly patbleſs, and it was vain to think 
ol proceeding any further. | 

Here I was without comfort, without 
ſhelter and without food. | There was 


not a particle of my covering that was 


not as wet, as if it had been fiſhed from 
the bottom of the ocean. My teeth 


chattered. I trembled in every limb. 
My heart burned with univerſal fury. 
At one moment I ſtumbled and fell over 
ſome unſeen obſtacle. At another I was 
turned back * an impfen L could. 
,, ted 
= here was no aria „ 2 
? G 5. theſe. 
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theſe caſual inconveniencies , and the per- 
ſecution under which I laboured. But my 
diſtempered thoughts confounded them 
together. I curſed the whole ſyſtem of 
human exiſtence. I ſaid, Here Jam an 
outcaſt, deſtined to periſh with hunger 
and cold. All men deſert me. All 
men hate me. I am driven with mor- 
tal threats from the ſources of com- 
fort and exiſtence. Accurſed world! 
that hates without a cauſe, that over- 
Whelms innocence with calamities which 
ought to be ſpared even to guilt! Ac- 
curſed world ] dead to every manly ſym- 
pathy; with eyes of horn, and hearts of 
feel! Why do 1 conſent to live any 
longer? Why do I ſeek to drag/on an 
exiſtence which, if protracted, muſt be 
protracted amidſt the 1555 ng Te hu- 
man tygers? 
This. baer at len a8 0 erbeufted 
itſelf, Preſently after Idiſcovered a ſoli- 
"IF ſhed which Twas contented to reſort 


to 
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to 0 r ſhelter, - -In a corner of the ſhed I 
found ſome clean ſtraw. I threw off my 
rags, placed them in a ſituation where 
they would beſt be dried, and buried 
myſelf amidſt this friendly warmth. Here 
I forgot by degrees the anguiſh that had 


racked me. A wholſome ſhed and fr eh 2 


ſtraw may ſeem but ſcanty benefits; but 
they offered themſelves when leaſt expect- 


ed, and my whole heart was lightened 


by the encounter. Through fatigue of 


mind and body it happened in this in- 


ſtance, though in general my repoſe was 
remarkably ſhort, that I ſlept till almoſt 


noon of the next day. When I roſe, 1 


found that I was at no great diſtance 
from the ferry, which I croſſed, and en- 
tered the town where I intended to have 
reſted the preceding night. 


It was market-day. As I paſſed near 


the croſs, [ obſerved two people look at 


me with great earneſtneſs; after which 


one of them exclaimed, I will be damned, 
8 „ 
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if I do not think that is the very fellow 
thoſe men were enquiring for, who han 
off an hour ago by the coach for ——. 
I was extremely alarmed at this infor- 
mation; and, quickening my pace, turn- 
ed ſharp down a narrow lane. The 
moment I was out of fight I ran with 
all the ſpeed I could exert, and did not 
think myſelf ſafe till I was ſeveral miles 
diſtant from the place where this infor- 
mation had reached my ears. I have 
always believed that the men to whom 
it related, were the very perſons who had 
apprehended me on board the ſhip i in 
which I had embarked for Ireland, that 
by ſome accident they had met with the 
deſcription of my perſon as publiſhed 
on the part of Mr. Falkland, and that, 
from putting together the circumſtances, 
they had been led to believe that this 
was the very individual who had lately 
been in their cuſtody. Indeed it was a 
piece of infatuation in me for which I 

am 
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am now unable to account, that, after 
the various indications which had oc- 
curred in that affair, proving to them 
that I was a man in critical and peculiar 
circumſtances, I ſhould have perſiſted in 
wearing the ſame diſguiſe without the 
ſmalleſt alteration. My eſcape in the 
preſent caſe was eminently fortunate. 
If I had not loſt my way in conſequence 
of the hail · ſtorm of the preceding night, 
or if Ic had not ſo greatly overſlept myſelf 
this very morning, I muſt almoſt infal- 
libly have fallen into the hands of theſe 
infernal blood-hunters. 

The town they had choſen for their 
next ſtage, the name of which I had thus 
caught in the market-place, was the 
town to which, but for this intimation, 
I ſhould have immediately proceeded, 
As it was, I determined to take a road as 
wide of it as poſſible. In the firſt place 
to which 1 came, in which it was prac- 
ticable to do ſo, I bought a great coat 

which 
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which lee over my beggar 8 weeds, 
and a better hat. The hat I ſlouched 
over my face, and covered one of my 
eyes wich a green · ſilk ſhade. The hand- 
kerchief, which 1 had hitherto worn 
about my head, I now tied about the 
lower part of my viſage, ſo as to cover 
my mouth. By degrees I diſcarded every 
part of my former dreſs, and wore for 
my upper garment a kind of carman's 
frock, which, being of the better ſort, 
made me look like the ſon of a reputable 
farmer of the lower claſs. Thus equip- 
ped, | proceeded on my journey, and, 

after a thouſand alarms, precautions, and 
circuitous deviations from the direct 
path, arrived ſafely in London. 


* 
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an immenſe ſeries of labours, upon which 
no man could have looked back with- 
out aſtoniſhment, or forward without a 
ſentiment bordering on deſpair. It was 
at a price which defies, eſtimation that I 
had purchaſed this reſting place; whe- 
ther we conſider the efforts it had coſt 
me to eſcape from the walls of my pri- 
ſon, or the dangers and ab to 
which I had been a bey 1 chat war 
to the preſent. | 
But why do I call tle point at ach 
] was now arrived a reſting place ? Alas, 
1t was diametrically the reverſe! It was 
my firſt and immediate buſineſs to re- 
view all the projects of diſguiſe I had 
hitherto conceived, to derive every im- 
provement 


3 
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provement I could invent from the prac- 
tice to which I had been ſubjected, and 
to manufacture a veil of concealment 
more impenetrable chan ever. This was 
an effort to which I could ſee no end. 
In ordinary caſes the hue and cry after 
a ſuppoſed offender is a matter of tem- 
porary operation; but ordinary caſes 
formed no ſtandard for the coloſſal intel - 
ligence of Mr. Falkland. For the ſame 
reaſon, London, which appears an in- 
zxhauſtible reſervoir of concealment to 
majority of mankind, brought no 
ſuch conſolatory ſentiment to my mind. 
Whether life were worth my accepting 
on ſuch terms I cannot pronounce. E 
only know that I perſiſted in this exer- 
tion of my faculties, through a ſort of 
_ parental love that men are accuſtomed: 
to entertain for their intellectual off- 
ſpring; the more thought I had expend- 
ed in rearing it to its preſent perfection, 
the leſs did I find myſelf diſpoſed to 


abandon 


CALEB WILLIAMS, 137 


abandon it. Another motive not lefs .. 
ſtrenuouſly exciting me to perſeverance, 
was the ever-growing repugnance I felt 
to injuſtice and arbitrary power. 
The firſt evening of my arri val in town 
I ſlept at an obſcure inn in the borough 
of Southwark, chooſing that fide of the 
metropolis on account of its lying en- 
tirely wide of the part of England from 
which I. came.” I entered the inn in N. 
evening in my countryman's frock; and, 
having paid for my lodging before 4 
went to bed, equipped myſelf next Morne 
ing as differently as my wardrobe would | 
allow, and left the houſe before day. The 
frock I made up into a {mall packet; and, 
having carried it to a diſtance as great as 
I thought neceſſary, I dropped it in the 
corner of an alley through which I paſſed. 
My next care was to furniſh myſelf with 
another ſuit of apparel, totally different 
from any to which I had hitherto had re- 
courſe. T he exterior which I was now 
induced 


One of the gang of thieves upon 
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induced to aſſume was that of a Jer 


foreſt had been of that race; and, by the 
talent of mimicry, which I have already 
tated myſelf to poſſeſs, J could copy 
their pronunciation of the Engliſh lan- 


guage, ſufficiently to anſwer ſuch occa- 


ſions as were likely to preſent. themſelves. 
One of the preliminaries 1 adopted was 


to repair to a quarter of the town in 
_- | which great numbers of this people re- 
ſide, and ſtudy their complexion and 


countenance. Having made ſuch provi- 


fion as my prudence ſuggeſted to me, 1 


retired for that night to an inn in the mid 
way between Mile End and Wapping, 
Here I accoutred myſelf in my new ha- 
biliments ; and, having employed the 


fame precautions as before, retired from 
my lodging at a time leaft expoſed to 


obſervation. It is unneceſſary to deſcribe 
the particulars of my new equipage. 


Suffice it to fay, that one of my cares 


was 
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was to dilcolobr my complexion, and 


give it the dun and fallow hue which is 


in moſt inſtances characteriſtic of the 


tribe to which 1 aſſumed to belong; and 
that, when my metamorphoſis was finiſh- 
ed, I could not upon the ſtricteſt exami- 


nation conceive, that any one could have 
traced out the perſon of Caleb W 8 


in this new diſguiſdmmm. 
FThus far advanced in che execution 
of my project, I deemedꝭ it adviſable to 
procure a lodging, and change my late 
wandering life for a ſtationary one. In 
this lodging I conſtantly ſecluded myſelf 
from the riſing to the ſetting: of the ſup ; 
the periods I allowed for exerciſe and air 
were few, and thoſe few by hight. I was 
even careful of ſo much as approaching 


the window of my apartment, though 


upon the attic ſtory ; a principle I laid 
down'to myſelf was, not wantonly and 


unneceſfarily to expoſe myſelf to riſk, 


however Night that riſk. might appear. 
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Thus I had ſcemingly attained a «Gain: 
tion of obſcurity, ſecluded from the 
haunts and intercourſe of men. It had. 
however little reſemblance to that ob- 
ſcurity to which my imagination had. 
looked forward with delight, while I was 


yet in—jail. There is an immeaſurable 


difference between that rural ſolitude, 
where a man reſts TIN the lap of 


verdure and ebe ene | that re- 


which a man rinks with ahi the 


cye of his fellow. . 


I might have rs wytelk! . 


ſecure, if 1; bad been in [poſſeſſion of 


money upon which to ſubſiſt. The ne- 


ceſſity of earning for myſelf the means 
of exiſtence, evidently tended to thwart 


the plan of ſecrecy to which I was con- 


demned. Whatever labour I adopted, or 


deemed myſelf qualified to diſcharge, it 
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be provided with employment, and where 


I was to find an employer or purchaſer 
for my commodities. In the mean time 


J had no alternative. The little mo- 
ney with which J had eſcaped from the 
 blood-hunters' was N Wholly ex- 
peng 5 
After the minuteſt 2 I was 
able to beſtow upon this queſtion, I de- 
termined that literature ſhould be the 
field of my firſt experiment. I had read 
much of money being acquired in this 
way, and of prices given by the ſpecula- 
tors in this ſort of ware to its proper ma- 
nufacturers. My qualifications I eſti- 
mated at a ſlender valuation. I was not 
without a conviction that experience and 
practice muſt pave the way to excellent 
production. But, though of theſe I was 
utterly deſtitute; my propenſities had al- 
ways led me in this direction; and my 
early thirſt of knowledge had conducted 
me to a more intimate acquaintance with 
| books, 
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books, than could perhaps have been e, 
pected under my circumſtances. If my 
literary pretenſions were ſlight, the de- 
mand I intended to make upon them was 

not great. I only defired a ſubſiſtence, 
and I was perſuaded few perſons could. 
ſubſiſt upon flenderer means than myſelf. 


I alſo conſidered that this was a tempo- 
rary expedient, neceſſary only till by ac- 


cident or time I could place myſelf in a 


more eligible ſituation. The reaſons that 


principally determined me in my choice, 


were that this employment called upon 


me for the leaſt preparation, and could, 
as I thought, be n with: __ hy | 
ſervation. $0491 18 £ en 

There was a ep woman alt * 


age, who tenanted a chamber in this 
houſe upon the ſame floor with my own. 
I had no ſooner determined upon the deſ- 
tination of my induſtry, than 1 caſt my 


eye upon her as the poſſible inſtrument for 
diſpoſing of my productions. Excluded 
„ : V 


— 
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as I was from all intercourſe with my 


ſpecies in general, I found pleaſure in the 
occaſional exchange of a few words with 


this inoffenſive and good- humoured crea- 


ture, who was already of an age to pre- 


clude ſcandal. She lived upon a very 
ſmall annuity allowed her by a diſtant 


relation, a woman of quality, who, poſ- 


ſeſſed of thouſands herſelf, had no other 


anxiety with reſpect to this perſon, than 


that ſhe ſhould not contaminate her al- 
liance by the exertion of honeſt induſ- 
try. This humble creature was of a uni- 
formly chearful and active diſpoſition, 


unacquainted alike with the cares of 


wealth, and the preſſure of misfortune. 


Though her. pretenſions were ſmall, and 


her information flender, ſhe was by no 
means deficient in penetration. She re- 


marked the faults and follies of mankind 


with no contemptible diſcernment ; but 
her temper was of ſo mild and forgiving 
a caſt, as would have induced molt per- 
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ſons to believe that ſhe perceived nothing 


of the matter. Her heart overflowed 
with the milk of kindneſs. She was ſin⸗ 


rr . 
q — a oa Eo ES 


cere and ardent in her attachments, and } 


never did ſhe omit a ſervice which ſhe 


perceived herſelf able to render to a hu- 
man being. I found her willing and 


alert to enter into the buſineſs 1 propoſed 


ro her. That I might anticipate occa- 


_ of ſuſpicion, I frankly. told her 


that, for reaſons which I wiſhed to 


de en from relating, but which, if 


related, I was ſure would not deprive 
me of her good opinion, J found it ne. 
ceſſary for the preſent to keep myſelf 
private. With this ſtatement ſhe readily 
acquieſced, and told me that ſhe had no 


deſire for any further information chan I 


found it expedient to give. 
My firſt productions were of the poeti- 


cal kind. After having finiſhed two of 


three, I directed this generous friend to 


take them to the office of a newſpaper ; 


1 


£ 
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but: they were rejected. with contempt by 
the Ariſtarchus of that place; who, 


having beſtowed on them a ſuperficial 
glance, told her that ſuch matters were 
not at all in his way. I cannot help 
mentioning in this place that the coun- 
tenance of Mrs. Marney (that was the 
name of my ambaſſadreſs) was in all 
caſes a perfect indication of her ſucceſs, 


and rendered explanation by words'wholly- 


unneceſſary. She intereſted, herſelf ſo 
unreſervedly in what ſhe undertook, that 
ſhe felt either miſcarriage or good for- 
tune much more exquiſitely than I did. 


TI had an unheſitating confidence in my 


own reſources, and, occupied as I was in 
the meditation of more intereſting con- 
cerns, regarded theſe matters as alto- 


5 gether trivial. 


I quietly took the pieces back, and 
laid them upon my table. Upon revi- 
{al I altered and tranſcribed one of them, 
and, joining it with two others, diſpatched 
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them together to the editor of maga- 
Zine. He deſired they might be left with 
him tili che day after to-morrow. When 
that day came, he told my friend they 
ſhould be inſerted ; but, Mrs. Marney 


_ aſking reſpecting the price, he replied, it 


was their conftant rule to give nothing 
for poewcal compoſitions, the letter- box 
being always ſull of writings of that ſort; 
but, if the gentleman would try his hand 


in proſe, a ſhort eſſay or a tale, he would 
| fee what he could do for him. 


With the | requiſition of my literary 


1: dictator I immediately complied. | at- 


tempted a paper in the ſtyle of Addiſon's | 
Spectators, which was accepted. Ina 
ort time 1 was upon an eſtabliſned 


| footing | in this quarter, I however. diſ- 
rruſted my reſources i in the way of moral 


diſquiſition, and ſoon turned my thoughts 


to bis other ſuggeſtion, a tale. His de- 
mands upon me were now frequent, and 


to facilitate my labour bethougbt my- 
- ſelf 
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elk of the reſource of tranſlation. I had 


ſcarcely any convenience with reſpe& to 


the procuring of books; but, as my me- 
mory was retentive, I frequently tranſ- 


lated or modelled my narratives upon a 
reading of ſome years before. By a fa- 
tality for which I do not exactly Kno-] 


how to account, my thoughts frequently 
led me to the hiſtories of celebrated rob- 


bers; and I retailed from time to time 
incidents and anecdotes of Cartouche, 


Guſman d' Alfarache and other memo- 


rable worthies, whoſe career was termi- 


nated upon the gallows or the ſcaffold. 
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W. HILE I was thus eee 
to occupy and provide for, the inter- 


mediate period till the violence of the 
purſuit after me might be a little abated, 


a new ſource of danger opened upon me 
Þ of which I had no previous ſuſpicion. 


Gines, the thief who had been expelled 
from captain Raymond's gang, had fluc- 
tuated during the laſt years of his life, 
between the two profeſſions of a violator 
of the laws, and a retainer to their admi- 
niſtration. He had originally devoted | 
himfelt to the firſt, and probably his 
initiation in the myſteries of thieving | 
qualified him to be peculiarly expert in 
the profeſſion of a thief- taker, a profeſ- 
ſion he had adopted, not from choice, 
but neceſſity. In this employment his 
reputation was great, though perhaps 


= 


the 


CALEB WILLIAMS. | 149 


not equal to his merits ; for it happens 


here, as in other departments of human 


ſociety, that, however the ſubalterns may 


furniſh wiſdom and {kill, the principals 


excluſively poſſeſs the eclat. He was 


exerciſing this art in a very proſperous | 
manner, when it happened by ſome acci- 


dent, that one or two of his achieve- 


ments, previouſly to his having ſhaken 
off the dregs of unlicenſed depredation, 
were in danger of becoming ſubjects of 


public attention. Having had repeated 


intimations of this, he thought it pru- 


dent to. decamp, and it was during this 
beni o his retr * chat he entered into 
Sang. 

Such was the hiſtory of this man, an- 
tecedently to his being placed i in the ſitu- 


ation in which I had firſt encountered 


him. At the time of that encounter he 
was a veteran of captain Raymond's 


gang; for, thieves being a ſhort-lived 


ace, the character of veteran coſts the 
H 3 "i leſs. 
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leſs time in acquiring. Upon his expul- 
ſion from this community, he returned 
once more to his lawful- profeſſion, and 
by his old comrades was received with 
congratulation as a loſt ſheep, In the 
vulgar claſſes of ſociety no length of 
time is ſufficient to expiate a crime; but 
among the honourable fraternity of thief- 
| takers it is a rule never to bring one of 
their own brethren to a reckoning, when 
it can with any decency be avoided. 
Another rule obſerved by thoſe who have 
paſſed through the ſame gradations as 
SGines had done, and which was adopted 
by Gines himſelf, was always to reſerve 
ſuch as had been the accomplices of 
their depredations to the laſt, and on no | 
account to affail them without oreat ne- 


ceſſity or powerful temptation. For this 


reaſon captain Raymond and his confe- 
derates were, according to Gines's ſyſ- 
tem of tactics, ſafe, as he would have 
termed it, from his retaliation. 

<4 6 FL. But, 
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But, though Gines was in this ſenſe 
of the term a man of ſtrict honour, my 
caſe unfortunately did not fall within 
the laws of honour he acknowledged. 
Misfortune had overtaken me, and I was 
on all ſides without protection or mel- | 
ter. The perſecution to which I was ex- 
poſed, was founded upon the ſuppoſition 
of my having committed telony to an 
immenſe amount. But in this Gines had 
had no participation; he was careleſs 
whether the ſuppoſition were true or falſe, 
and hated me as much, as if my inno- 
cence had been eſtabliſhed beyond the 
reach of ſuſpicion. | 
The blood-hunters who bad taken 
me into cuſtody at , related, 
as uſual, among their FAIRE: a part 
of their adventure, and told of the rea- 
| ſon which inclined them to ſuppoſe, 
that the individual who had paſſed 
through their cuſtody, was the very Ca- 
leb Williams for, whoſe apprehenſion a 
reward had been offered of a hundred 
H 4 I guineas. | 
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\ guineas, Gines, whoſe acuteneſs was 


eminent in the way of his profeſſion, by 
comparing facts and dates was induced 
to ſuſpe& in his own mind that Caleb 
Williams was the perſon he had huſtled 
and wounded upon — foreſt. Againſt 
that perſon he entertained the bittereſt 
averſion. I had been the innocent occa- 


ſion of his being expelled with diſgrace 
from captain Raymond* s gang; and 
Gines, as | afterwards underftood, was 


intimately perſuaded that there was no 
compariſon between the liberal and man- 
ly profeſſion of a robber, from which I 
bad driven him, and the ſordid and me- 
chanical occupation of a blood- hunter, 


to which he was obliged to return. He 
no ſooner received the information I ; 
have mentioned, than he vowed revenge. 


He determined to leave all other objects, 


and conſecrate every faculty of his mind 


to the unkenneling me from my hiding 


place. The offered reward, which his 


vanity 8 
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vanity. made him conſider as affuredly 
his own, appeared as the complete in- 
demnification of bis labour and expence. 
Thus I had to encounter the ſagacity 
he poſſeſſed in the way of his profeſ- 
-- hom; whetted and ſtimulated by a ſenti- 
ment of vengeance in a mind that knew: 
no reſtraint from conſcience or human- 
Ih he firſt ſtep he purſued in execution 
of his project, was to ſet out for the ſea-- 
port town where I had formerly been ap- 
prehended. From thence he traced me to 
the banks of the Severn, and from the 
banks of the Severn to London: It is 
ſcarcely. neceflary to obſerve that this is 
always practicable, unleſs the precautions 
of the fugitive be in the higheſt degree 
both judicious in the conception and 
fortunate in the execution, - provided 
the purſuer have motives ſtrong. enough 
to excite him to perſeverance; Gines 
indeed i in che courſe of his purſuit was 
1 - often 


154 ADVENTURES or 


often obliged to double his ſteps; * 
like the hartier, an apt emblem of a man 
engaged in this ſanguinary occupation, 
whenever he was at a fault, returned to 
the place where he had laſt perceived the 
ſcent of the animal whoſe death -he had 
decreed, He ſpared neither pains nor 
time in the gratification of the paſſion 
| 3 choice had made his ruling one. 

V pon my arrival in town he for a mo- 
ment loſt all trace of me, London being 
a place in which, on account of the mag- 
nitude of its dimenſions, it might well be 
ſuppoſed that an individual could remain 
hidden and unknown. But no difficulty 
could diſcourage this new adverſary. He 
went from inn to inn, reaſonably ſup- | 

poſing that there was no pri vate houſe to 5 
which I could immediately repair, till he 
found, by the deſcription he gave, and the | 

7 ſentiments he excited, that 1 had ſlept fôt 
one night i in the borough of Southwark: 
_ he could get no A information. 


The 


— 
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The people of the i inn had no knowledge 
what had become of me the next morn- 
ing. This however did but render him 
more eager in his purſuit. The deſcrib= 
ing me was now more difficult, on account 
of the partial change of my dreſs 1 had 
made the ſecond day of my being in town. 

But Gines at length overcame the obſtacle 
from that quarter. Having traced me to 
my ſecond inn, he was here furniſhed with 
a more copious information, I had been 
a ſubject of ſpeculation for the leiſure 
hours of ſome of the perſons belonging 
to this inn. An old woman of a moſt 
curious and loquacious difpoſition who 
lived oppoſite to it, and who that morn- 
ing roſe early to her waſhing, had eſpied 
me from her window by the light of a 
large lamp which hung over the inn, T 
| itſued from the gate. She had but a 
very imperfect view of me, but [he 
thought there was ſomething Jewiſh in 
my appearance. She was accuſtomed to 
bold a conference every morning, with 


„„ the 
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the landlady of the inn, ſome of the 
waiters and chambermaids occaſionally 
aſſiſting at it. In the courſe of the di- 
alogue of this morning, ſhe aſked ſome 
queſtions about the Jew who had ſlept 
there the night before. No Jew had ſlept 
there. The curioſity of the landlady 
was excited in her turn. By the time | 
of the morning it could be no one but 
me. It was very ſtrange ! They com- 
pared notes reſpecting my appearance 
and dreſs. No-two things could be more 
diffimilar. The Jew-Chriſtian, upon 
any dearth of ſubje&s of intelligence, 
repeatedly furniſhed matter for their dif- 
courſe. | 
The information thus afforded to Gines, 
appeared exceedingly material. But the 
performance did not for ſome time keep 
pace with-the promiſe, He could not en- 
ter every private houſe into which lodgers 
were ever admitted, i in the ſame manner 
that he had treated the inns. He walked the 
ſtreets, and examined with a curious and 
| inquiſitive | 
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inquiſitive eye the countenance of every - 
Jew about my ſtature; but in vain. He 
repaired to Duke's Place and the ſyna- 
gogues. It was not here that in reality 
he could calculate upon finding me; but 
he reſorted to theſe means in deſpair and 
as a laſt hope. He was more than once 
upon the point of giving up the purſuit z: 
but he was recalled to it by an inſatiable 
and reſtleſs appetite for revenge. 
It was during. this perturbed and fuck. 
tuating ſtate of his mind, that he chanced 
to pay a viſit to a brother of his who was- 
the head-workman of a printing office, 
There was little intercourſe between theſe 
two perſons, their diſpoſitions and. habits 
of life being extremely diſſimilar. The. 
printer was induſtrious, ſober, and of a 
propenſity to accumulation. He was 
extremely diſſatisfied with the character 
and purſuits of his brother, and had made 
ſome ineffectual attempts to reclaim him. 
But, though my by no means agreed 1n 
their 
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their habits of chinking, they ſometimes 
ſaw each other. Gines loved to boaſt of 
as many of his achievements as he dared 
venture to mention; and his brother was 
one more hearer, in addition to the ſet of 
his uſual, affociates. The printer was 
amuſed with the blunt ſagacity of re- 
mark and novelty of incident that cha- 
racteriſed Gines's converſation. He was 
ſecretly pleaſed, in ſpite of all his ſober 
and church-going prejudices, that he was 
brother to a man of ſo much 1 Ingenuity 
and fortitude. ; | 
After having liſtened for ſome time 
upon this occaſion to the wonderful ſtories 
which Gines in his rugged way conde- 
ſcended to tell, the printer felt an ambi- 
tion to entertain his brother in his turn. 
He began to retail ſome of my ſtories of 
Cartouche and Guſman d'Alfarache. The 
attention of Gines was excited. His 
firſt emotion was wonder; his ſecond 
was envy and averſion. Where did the 
| | printer 
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printer get theſe: ſtories? This queſtion _ | 
was anſwered.” I will tell you what, ſaid 
the printer, we none of us know what 
to make of the writer of theſe articles; 
He writes poetry and morality and hiſ- 

| tory: Iam a printer and corrector of the 
preſs, and may pretend without vanity, to 
be a tolerably good judge of | theſe mat- 
ters: he writes them all to my mind ex- 
tremely fine, and yet he is no more than 
a Jew. [To my honeſt printer this ſeem» 
ed as ſtrange as if they had been written 
by a Cherokee chieftain at the falls of 
the Miſſiſippi.) 


A Jew! How do you how! ? Did you 
ever ſee him? KR 

No; the matter is always brought to 
us by a woman. But my maſter hates 
all myſteries; he likes to ſee his authors 
themſelves... So he plagues and plagues 
the old woman ; but he can never get any 
thing out of her, except that one day ſhe 


happened to drop that the young gentle- 
man was a a ew. : 


AJewt 
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AJew!a young ande a pus 
foo who did every thing by derer, and 
made a ſecret of all his motions! Here 
was abundant matter for the ſpeculations 
and ſuſpicions of Gines. He was con- 
firmed in them, without adverting to the 
proceſs of his own mind, by the ſubject 
of my lueubrations, men who died by 
the hands of the executioner; He ſaid 
little more to his brother, except aſking, 

as if caſually, what ſort of an'old woman: 
this was? of what age ſhe might be? and. 
whether ſhe often brought him materials. 
of this kind and ſoon after took occa- 
ſion to leave him. 

It was with vaſt pleaſure that Gines 
had liſtened to this unhoped-for infor- 
mation. Having collected from his bro- 
ther ſufficient hints relative to the perſon- 
and appearance of Mrs. Marhey, and un- 
derſtanding that he expected to receive 
ſomething from me the next day, Gines 
051 his, ſtand i in the ſtreet early that he 

e ne 


calER WILLIAMS, 267 


might not riſk miſcarriage by negligence. 
He waited ſeveral hours, but not without 
ſucceſs. Mrs. Marney came; he watched. 
her into the houſe; and, after about 
twenty minutes delay, faw her returns. 
He dogged her from ſtreet to ſtreet; ob- 
ſerved her finally enter the door of a pri- 
vate houſe; and congratulated himſelf 
upon having at length arrived at the © con- 
ſummation of his labourfrs. 
The houſe ſhe entered was not bei own 
habitation. By a ſort of miraculous ac- 
cident ſhe had obſerved Gines following 
her in the ſtreet. As ſhe went home, 
ſhe ſaw a woman who had fallen down in 
a fainting fit. Moved by the compaſ- 
fion that was ever alive in her, ſhe ap- 
proached her in order to render her aſſiſt-· 
ance. Preſently a crowd collected round 
them. Mrs. Marney, having done what 
ſhe was able, once more proceeded home= 
wards, + Obſerving the crowd round her, 
the idea of weren occurred to her 
1 > mind 3. 
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mind; ſhe put her hands to her fi des, 
and at the ſame time looked round upon 
the populace. She had left the circle 
ſomewhat abruptly ; and Gines, who had 
been obliged to come nearer left he ſhould 
loſe her in the confuſion, was at that mo- 
ment ſtanding exactly oppoſite to her. 
His viſage was of the moſt extraordinary 
kind; habit had written the characters 
of malignant cunning and dauntleſs ef- 
frontery in every line of his face; and 
Mrs. Marney, who was neither philoſo- 
pher nor phyſiognomiſt, was nevertheleſs 
ſtruck. - This good woman, like moſt 
perſons of her notable character, bad a 
peculiar way of going home, not through, 
the open ſtreets, but by narrow lanes und 
alleys, with intricate inſertions and ſud- 


den turnings. In one of theſe-by ſome 


accident ſhe. once again caught a glance 
of her purſuer. This circumſtance, to- 
gether with the fingularity of his ap- 
ee, awakened her conjectures. 

1 98 
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Could he be following her? It was the 
middle of the day, and ſhe could have no 
fears for herſelf. But could this circum- 
ſtance have any reference to me? She re- 
collected the precautions and ſecrecy I 
practiſed, and had no doubt that I had 
reaſons for what 1 did. She recolle&ed 
that ſhe bad always been upon her guard 
reſpecting me; but had ſhe been ſuffi- - 
ciently ſo? She thought that, if ſhe 
ſhould: be the means of any miſchief to 
me, the ſhould be miſerable for ever. 
She determined therefore, by way of pre- 
caution in caſe of the worſt, to call at a 
friend's houſe, and ſend me word of what 
had occurred. Having inſtructed her 
friend, ſhe went out immediately upon a 
viſit to a perſon in the exactly oppoſite | 
dire&ion, and defired her friend to pro- 
ceed upon the errand to me, five minutes 
after ſhe left the houſe. - By this pru- 

dence ſhe completely extricated me from 
the preſent danger. 2 

it : Meantime 


— 
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| Meantime the intelligence that was 
brought me by no- means aſcertained the 
greatneſs of the danger. For any thing 
J could diſcover in it, the circumſtance 
might be perfectly innocent, and the fear 
folely proceed from the over caution and 
kindneſs of this benevolent and excellent 
woman. Yet ſuch was the mifery of my 
fituation, that I had no choice. For this. 
menace or no menace, I was obliged to- 
deſert my habitation at a minute's warn- 
ing, taking with me nothing but what 1 
could carry in my hand; to ſee my ge- 
nerous benefactreſs more; to quit my 
little arrangements and proviſion; and 
to ſeek once again in ſome forlorn retreat 
new projects, and, if of that I could have 
any rational hope, a new friend. I de- 
ſcended into the ſtreet with a heavy, not 
an irreſolute heart. It was broad day. 
1 ſaid, Perſons are at this moment ſup- 
poſed to be roaming the ſtreet in ſearch 
of me: I muſt not truſt to the chance of 


i . 
their purſuing one direction, and I ano- 
ther, I traverſed half a dozen ſtreets, 
and then dropped into an obſcure houſe 
of entertainment for perſons of ſmall ex- 
pence, In this houſe I took ſome re- 
freſhment, paſſed ſeveral hours of active, 
but melancholy thinking, and at laſt pro- 
cured a bed. As ſoon however as it was 
dark, I went out (for this was indiſperife 
ble) to purchaſe the materials of a new 
diſguiſe. Having adjuſted it as well as 
I could during the night, I left this aly- 
lum with the ſame precautions that I had 
employed i in former inſtances, | 
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1 PROCURED a new lodging. By 


ſome bias of the mind, it may be, grati- 


| fying irſelf with images of peril, I in- 
clined upon the whole to believe that 
Mrs. Marney's alarm had not been with- 


out foundation. I was however unable 


to conjecture through what means dan- 
ger had approached me; and had there- 
fore only the unſatisfactory remedy of re- 


doubling my watch upon all my actions. 


Still I had the joint conſiderations preſſing 
upon me, of ſecurity and ſubſiſtence. I had 


ſome ſmall remains of the produce of my 


former induſtry; but this was but ſmall, 
for my employer was in arrear with me, 


and I did not chooſe in any method to 


ties 
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ties of my mind in ſpite of all my ſtrug- 
gles preyed upon my health. I did not 
conſider myſelf as in ſafety for an inſtant. 
My appearance was waſted to a ſhadow ; 
and I ſtarted at eyery ſound that was un- 
| expected. Sometimes I was half tempt- 
ed to reſign myſelf into the hands of the 
law, and brave its worſt; but reſentment 
and indignation at thoſe times ſpeedily 
flowed back upon my mind, and re-ani- 
_ mated my perſeverance. | 
I knew no better reſource with reſpec: 
to ſubſiſtence, than that I had employed 
in the former inſtance, of ſeeking ſome 
third perſon to ſtand between me and the 
diſpoſal of my induſtry. I might find 
an individual ready to undertake this of- 
fice in my behalf, but where ſhould I find 
the benevolent ſoul of Mrs. Marney? 
The perſon 1 fixed upon was a Mr. 
Spurrel, a man who took in work from 
the watch-makers, and bad an apartment 
upon our ſecond floor. I examined him 
| two 
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would venture to accoſt him; 


* 


two or three times with irreſolute glances, 
as we paſſed upon the ſtairs, before I 
He ob» 


ſeryed this, and at length e Ow 
me into his apartment. 


Being feated, he condoled with me 
upon my ſeeming bad health, and the ſo- 


litary mode of my living, and wiſhed to 


know whether he could be of any ſervice 
« From the firſt moment he ſaw BS 
me, he had conceived an affection for me.” 

In my preſent diſguiſe J appeared twiſted 


to me. FF 


and deformed, and in other reſpects by 
no means an object of attraction. But it 


ſeemed, Mr. Spurrel had loft an only ſon 


about fix months before, and I was the 
very picture of him. If 1 had put off 


my counterfeited uglineſs, I ſhould pro- 


bably have loſt all hold upon his affec- 
tions. | 
obſerved, ** juſt dropping into the grave, 


and his ſon had been his only conſola - 
X tion. 


The poor lad was s always ailing, 


but : 


He was now an old man,“ as he 


} 
; 
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but he had been a, nurſe to big; and the 5 
more tending he required while he was 
alive, the more he miſſed him now he was 
dead. Now he had not a friend, nor any 
body that cared for him in the whole 
world. If I pleaſed, I ſhould be inſtead 
of that ſon to him, and he would treat 
me in all reſpects with the ſame attention 
and kindneſs,” | 
I expreſſed my ſenſe of theſe benevo- 
lent offers; but told him, that I ſhould 
be ſorry to be in any way burthenſome 
to him. My ideas at preſent led me to a 
private and ſolitary life, and my chief 
difficulty was to reconcile this with ſome 
mode of earning neceſſary ſubſiſtence. If 
he would condeſcend to lend me his aſſiſt- 
ance in ſmoothing this difficulty, it would 
be the greateſt benefit he could confer 
on me.“ I added, that my mind had 
always had a meclianical and induſtrious | 
turn, and that I did not doubt of foon 
maſtering any craft to which I ſeriouſly 
Vol. III. TY applied 
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applied myſelf. © I had not been brought 
up to any trade; but, if- he would fa- 
your me with his inſtructions, I would 
work with him as long as he pleaſed for 
a bare ſubſiſtence. I knew that I was 
aſking of him an extraordinay kindneſs, 
but I was urged on the one hand by ex- 
treme and unmitigable neceſſity, and en- 
couraged on the other by the perſuaſive- 
neſs of his friendly profeſſions.” 
The old man dropped ſome tears over 
my apparent diſtreſs, and readily con- 
ſented to every thing I propoſed. Our 
: name was ſoon made, and I enter- 
ed upon my functions accordingly. My 
new friend was a man of a ſingular turn of 
mind. Love of money and a charitable 
officiouſneſs of demeanour were his lead- 
ing characteriſtics. He lived in the moſt 
penurious manner, and denied himſelf 
almoſt every indulgence. I entitled my- 
ſelf almoſt immediately, as he frankly 
| acknowledged, to ſome remuneration for 
my 
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my labours, and accordingly 'he infiſt- 15 


ed upon my being paid. He did not 
however, as ſome perſons would have 


done under the circumſtances, pay me 


the whole amount of my earnings, but 
profeſſed to ſubtra g from them twenty 
per cent, as an equitable conſideration 
for inftruQtion and commiſſion- money in 

procuring me a channel for my induſtry, 
Vet he ſrequently ſhed tears over me, was- 
uneaſy in every moment . of our indiſ- 


penſible ſeparation, and exhibited per- 
petual tokens of attachment and fondneſs. 


I found him a man of excellent mecha- 


nical contrivance, and received conſider- 


able pleaſure from his communications, 
My own ſources of information were 


various; and he frequently expreſſed his 
wonder and delight, in the contempla- 
tion of my powers, as 955 of amuſe- 


ment, as exertion. * 
had not been long in This. new "Gs 
tion before an incident occurred which 


— 


FA filled 
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filled me with greater alarm and appre- 
. Henſion than ever. I was walking out 
one evening for an hour's exerciſe and air, 
an indulgence in which I now ſcarcely 
ever allowed myſelf, when my ear was 
ſtruck with two or three caſual ſounds 
from the mouth of a hawker who was 
bawling his wares, I flood ſtill to in- 
form myſelf more exactly, when to my 
utter aſtoniſhment and confuſion I heard 
him deliver himſelf nearly in theſe words. 
© + Meng you have THE MOST WONDER- 
FUL AND ,SURPRISING HISTORY, AND 
MIRACULOUS ADVENTURES OF CALEB 
WILLIAMS! you are informed bow be Jirſe 
robbed, and then brought falſe accuſations 
| againſt bis maſter; as aljo of bis attempting 
divers times to break out of priſon, till at 
laſt be effeted his eſcape in the moſt won- 
derful and uncredible manner ; as lo ef his 
travelling the kingdom in various di iſguiſes, 
and the robberies be committed with a maſt , 
aeſpera e and daring gang o thieves ; and 
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of bis coming up to Loadon, where it is ſup 
Pꝛſed be now lies concealed ; with a true and 
faithful copy of the bue and cry printed and 
publiſhed by one of his Majeſty's moſt princi- 
pal ſecretaries of tate, offering a reward of - 
one hundred guineas for apprebending bim. 
All far the price of one halſpeuny.“ 
Petrified as I was at theſe amazing and 
dreadful ſounds, 1 had the temerity to go 
up to the man and purchaſe one of his pa- 
pers. was deſperately reſolved to know 
the exact ſtate of the fact, and what I had 
to depend upon. I carried it with me a 
little way, till, no longer able to endure 
the tumult of my impatience, I contrived 
to make out the chief part of its con- 
tents, by the help of a lamp, at the up- 
per end of a narrow pailage. I found it 
contain a_ greater number of circum 
{ſtances than could have been expected 
in this ſpecies of publication. I was 
equalled to the moſt "notorious houſe- 
breaker in the art of penetrating through 
iy < walls 
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walls and doors, and to the moſt accom- 
pliſhed ſwindler in plauſibleneſs, duplict- 
ty and diſguiſe. The hand- bill which Lar- 
Eins had firſt brought to us upon the foreſt, 


was printed at length. All my diſguiſes, 


previouſly to the laſt alarm that had been 


given me by the providence of Mrs. Mar- 


ney, were faithfully enumerated; and the 


public were warned to be upon their watch 
againſt a perſon of an uncouth and extra- 


ordinary appearance, and who lived in a 


recluſe and ſolitary manner. I alſo learned 
from this paper that my former lodgings 
had been ſearched on the very evening of 
my eſcape, and that Mrs. Marney had 
been ſent to Newgate upon a charge of 


miſprifion of felony his laſt cireum- 


flance affected me deeply. In the midftof 
my own ſufferings, my ſympathies flow- 
ed undiminiſhed. It was a moſt cruel 


and intolerable idea, if I were not only 

myſelf to be an object of unrelenting per- 
ſecution, but my very touch were to be 
| | . infec- 


| 
| 
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inge eh and every one that ſuccour- 
ed me to be involved in the common 
ruin. My inſtant feeling was that of 
a willingneſs to undergo the utmoſt ma- 
lice of my enemies, could I by that 
means have ſaved this excellent woman 
from alarm and peril.—I afcerwards learn- 


ed that Mrs. Marney was delivered from 


confinement by the Interpolition of key 
noble relation. 5 £19 
My ſympathy for Mrs. Marney bios: 


ever was at this moment a tranſient one. 


A more imperious and irreſiſtible conſi- 
deration demanded to be heard. 


With what ſenſations did I read this pa- 
per ? Every word of it carried deſpair do 
my heart. The actual apprehenſion that 


I dreaded, would perhaps have been leſs 


horrible. It would have put an end to 


that lingering terror to which I was a ag 
Diſguiſe was no longer of any uſe.” 


numerous claſs of individuals, mn 


every department, almoſt every houſe ob 
. 5 


— 
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the metropolis, would be induced to look 
with a ſuſpicious eye upon every ſtranger, 
eſpecially every ſolitary ſtranger, that fell 
under their obſervation. The prize of 
one hundred guineas was held out to excite 
their avarice, and ſharpen their penetra- 
tion. It was no longer Bow-Street, it was 
a milliomof men, in arms againſt me. Nei- 
ther had I the refuge, which few men have 
been ſo miſerable as to want, of one ſingle 
individual with whom to repoſe my alarms, 
and who might ſhelter me from the gaze 
of indiſcriminate curioſity. | 
What could exceed the horrors of this 
ſituation? My heart knocked againſt my 
ribs, my boſom heaved, I gafped and 
panted for breath. There is no end then, 
faid I, to my perſecutions! My unwearied 
and long continued labours lead to no 
termination! Termination! No! the lapſe. 
of time, that cures all other things, 
makes my caſe more deſperate v hy 
ſhould 1 ſuſtain the conteſt any longer? 
can 
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] can at leaſt elude my perſecutors in 
death. I will bury myſelf and the traces 
of my exiſtence together in friendly ob- 
livion; and bequeath eternal doubt to. 
thoſe who can have no peace but in pur- 
ſuing me. | 
In the midſt of the 1 with which 
I was now impreſſed, this idea gave me 
pleaſure, and I haſtened to the Thames 
to put it in inſtant execution. Such was 
the paroxyſm of my mind, that my 
powers of viſion became partially ſuſ- 
pended. I paſſed from ſtreet to ſtreet, 
without obſerving what direction I pur- 
ſued. After wandering I know not how 
long, at length J arrived at London- 
Bridge. I haſtened to the ſtairs, and ſaw 
the river covered with vetlels. No hu- 
man being muſt ſee me, ſaid I, at the in- 
Rant that I vaniſh for ever. This thought 
required ſome conſideration: A- portion 
of time had elapſed fince my firſt deſpe- 
rate purpoſe. My underſtanding began 
to return. The fight of the veſſels ſug- 
| e | geſted 
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j 


geſted to me the idea of once more at- 
tempting to leave my native country. 

I T enquired, and found that the cheap- 
eſt paſſage I could procure, was in a vef- 
fel moored near. the Tower, and which 
was to ſail in a few days for Middleburgh | 
in Holland. I would have gone inftant- 
ly on board, and have endeavoured. 
to prevail with the captain to let me re- 
main there till he failed ; but unfortu- 
nately J had not money enough in my 
pocket to defray my paſſage. It was 
worſe than this. I had not money enough 
in -the world, I however paid the cap- 
_ rain half his demand, and promiſed to 
return with the reſt. I knew not in what 
manner it was to be procured, but I be- 
| heved that I would not fail in it. I had 
ſome idea of applying to Mr. Spurrel. 
| | Surely he would not refuſe me? He ap- 
peared to love me with parental affee- 
tion, and I thought I might truſt my+ 
ſelf for a moment in his hands. 

1 approached my Place of reſidence 
with 
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with a heavy and, foreboding: heart. Mr. 
Spurrel was not at home; and I was. 
obliged to wait for his return. I had work 
of his in my trunk, which had been deli- 
vered out to me that very morning, to 
five times the amount I wanted, 1 can- 
vaſſed for a moment whether I ſhould 
make uſe of this property as if it were 
my own; but I rejected the idea with 

diſdain. I had never in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree merited the reproaches that were 
caſt upon me; and F was determined 1 
never would merit them. It was extra- 
ordinary that Mr. Spurrel ſhould be 

abroad at this hour; I had never knowẽn 

it happen before. His bed- time was be- 

tween nine and ten. Ten o'clock came, 


midnight I heard his knock at the door. 
Every foul in the houſe was in bed. 
Mr. Spurrel on account of his regular 
hours was un provided with a key to: 
16 7 open 


eleven o'clock, but not Mr. Spurrel. At 
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open for himſelf, A gleam, a „ ſickly. 
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I could perceive by the little taper in 
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ſpeak, before I faw two other men fol- 


ficiently aſſured what ſort of perſons they 


| vere. At the ſecond I perceived, that 
one of them was no other than Gines 


was not much ſurpriſed to find him in 


avoidable neceſſity, of once again falling 
into the hands of the officers of law, the 
ſenſation I felt at their entrance was in- 


little ſurpriſed at the time and manner of 
5 their 


gleam ! of the ſocial ſpirit came over my 


my hand ſomething extraordinary in 
his countenance. I had not time to 


low him. At the firſt glance I was ſuf- 


himſelf. I had underſtood formerly that 
he had been of this profeſſion, and 1 


it again. Though I bad for ſome hours 
made up my mind, as it were, to the un- 


deſcribably agonizing: I was beſide not a 


— 
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their entrance, and was anxious to know 
whether Mr. Spurrel could be baſe 
enough to have been their introducer 
I was not long held in perplexity. He 
no ſooner ſaw his followers properly 
within the door, than he exclaimed with 
convulſive eagerneſs, There, there, that 
is your man! thank God! thank God! 
Gines looked eagerly in my face, with a 
countenance expreſſive alternately of hope 
and doubt, and anſwered, By God, and 
I do not know whether it be or no 1 
am afraid we are in the wrong box! Then 
recollecting himſelf, We will go into the 
houſe, and examine further however. 
We all went up ſtairs into Mr. Spurrel's 8 
room; J ſet down the candle upon the 
table. I had hitherto been ſilent; but 
[ was determined not to deſert myſelf, 
and was a little encouraged to exertion by 
the ſcepticiſm of Gines. With a calm 
and deliberate manner therefore, in my 
feigned voice, one of the characteriſtics 
| 2 8 of 
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of which was liſping, I aſked, Pray, gen- 
# tlemen, what may be your pleaſure with 
me? Why, ſaid Gines, our errand is with 
one Caleb Williams, and a precious 
raſcal he is! I ought to know the chap 
well enough; but they ſay he has as many 
faces as there are days in the year. 80 
you pleaſe to pull off your face; or if 
you cannot do that, at leaſt you can pull 
off your clothes, and let us ſee what 
your hump is made . 

1 remonſtrated, but 1 in vain, I ſtood 
detected in part of my artifice; and 
Gines, though till uncertain, was every 
moment more and more confirmed in bis 
ſaſpicions. Mr. Spurrel perfectly glo- 

ted, with eyes that ſeemed ready to de · 
vour every hing that paſſed. As my 
impoſture gradually appeared more pal - 
pable, he repeated his exclamation, 
Thank God! thank God ! At laſt tired 
with this ſcene of mummery, and dif 
guſted beyond meaſure with the baſe 
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and hypocritical figure I ſeemed to exhi- 
bit, Lexclaimed, Well, I am Caleb Wil- 
liams; conduct me wherever you pleaſe ! . 
And now, Mr, Spurrel—— 1 He gave a 
violent ſtart. The inſtant I declared my- _ 
ſelf his tranſport had been at the high- 
eſt, and was, to any power he was able 
to exert, abſolutely uncontrolable. But 
the unexpectedneſs of my addreſs, and 
the tone in which I ſpoke, electrified 
him.,—ls it poſſible, continued I, that 
you ſhould have been the wretch to 
betray me? What had I done to deſerve 
this treatment ? Is this the kindneſs you 
profeſſed ? the affection that was perpe- 
tually in your mouth? to be the death 
of me! 1 

My poor boy ! my dear creature ! cried 
Spurrel, whimpering, and in; a tone of 
the humbleſt expoſtulation, indeed I 
could not help it! 1 would have helped 
it, if I could! I hope they will not hurt 


5 
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m̃y darling ! I am ſure, I ſhall die if 
they do | 

_ Miſerable driveller! draped 1. 
with a ſtern voice, do you betray me into 
che remorſeleſs fangs of the law, and 
then talk of my not being hurt? I know 
my ſentence „and am prepared to meet 
it! You have fixed the halter upon my 
neck, and at the ſame price would have 
done ſo to your only ſon Go, count 
your accurſed guineas ! My life would 
have been ſafer in the hands of one I had 
never ſeen, than in yours, whoſe mouth 
and whoſe eyes OT, ever ran over with I 
crocodile affection ! , | | 
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8 AYING this, with incffable contempt, 
I left him unable to utter a word. Gines 
and his companion attended me. It is 
unneceſſary to repeat all the inſolence of 
this man. He alternately triumphed in 
the completion of his revenge, and re- 
gretted the loſs of the reward to the 
ſhrivelled old curmudgeon we had juſt 
quitted, whom however he ſwore he 
would cheat of it, if he could. He 
claimedto himſelf the ingenuity of having 
deviſed the halfpenny legend, the thought 
of which was all his own, and was an 
expedient that was impoſſible to fail. 
There was neither law nor juſtice, he 
ſaid to be had, if Hunks, who had done 
nothing, were permitted to pocket the 
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caſh, and his merit were left undiſtin- 

guiſhed and pennyleſ. = 
I paid. but little attention to his ſtory, 
It ſtruck upon my ſenſe, and I. was able 
to recollect it at my neareſt . leiſure, 
though 1 thought not of it at the time. 
For the preſent I was buſily employed 
reflecting on my new ſituation, and the 
conduct to be obſerved in it. The thought 
of ſuicide had twice, in moments of un- 
common deſpair, ſuggeſted itſelf to my 
mind; but i it was far from my habitual 
meditations. At preſent, and in all caſes | 
where death was immediately threatened | 
me from the injuſtice of others, I felt 
l diſpoſed to contend to the laſt. 
My proſpects were indeed ſufficiently : 
gloomy and diſcouraging. How much la- 
bour had I exerted, firſt to extricate my- 
ſelf from priſon, and next to evade the 
diligence of my purſuers; and the reſult of 
all, to be brought back to the point from 
which I began! I had gained fame in- 
deed, the miſerable fame to have my 
ſtory 
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ſtory bawled forth by hawkers and bat- 
lad-mongers, to have my pfaiſes as an 
active and enterpriſing villain celebrated 
among footmen and chambermaids ; but 
I was neither an Eroſtratus nor an \lex- 
ander, to die contented with that ſpecies 
of eulogium. With reſpe& to all that 
was ſolid, what chance could I aſcribe to 
new exertions of a ſimilar nature? Never 
_ was a human creature purſued by enemies 
more inventive or envenomed. I could 
have ſmall hope that they would ever 
ceaſe their perſecution, or that my furure 
attempts could be crowned with a more 
defirable Mae: ..- -- | 
They were conſiderations like theſe 
that dictated my reſolution. My mind 
had been gradually weaning from Mr. 
Falkland, till its feelings roſe to ſome- 
thing like abhorrence. 1 had long che- 
riſhed a reverence for him, which not 
even animoſity and ſubornation on his 
et could readily deſtroy... But I now 
| aſcribed 
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aſcribed a character ſo inbumanly ſangui- 
nary to his mind; I ſaw ſomething ſo 
fiend- like in the thus hunting me round : 
the world „ and determining to be ſatisfied 
with nothing leſs than my blood, while 
at the ſame time he knew my innocence, 
my indiſpoſition to miſchief, nay I might 
add my virtues ; that henceforth I tram- 
pled reverence and the recollection of 
former eſteem under my feet. I loſt all 
regard to his intellectual greatneſs, and 
all pity for the agonies of his ſoul. 1 
alſo would abjure forbearance. 1 would | 
ſhow myſelf bitter and inflexible as be 
had done. Was it wiſe in him to drive 
me into extremity and madneſs ? Had 
he no fears for his own ſecret aud atro- 
cious. offences? =" N 
I went before the magiſtrates to whoſe 
office Gines and his comrade conducted 
me, fully determined to publiſh thoſe 
aſtoniſhing ſecrets, of which I had 
hitherto been the faithful depoſitory ; ; 


and 


8 11 8 r 
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| 40 once for all to turn the tables upon 


my accuſer. It was time that the real 
criminal ſhould be the ſufferer, and not 
that innocence ſhould for ever labour 
under the oppreſſion of guilt. I had 
been obliged to ſpend the remainder of 
the night upon which I had been appre- 
hended, in priſon: During the interval 
had thrownoff every veſtige of diſguiſe, 
and appeared the next morning in my 
own perſon. I was of courſe eaſily iden- 


tified ; and, this being the whole with 


which the magiſtrates before whom I now 
ſtood thought themſelves concerned, they 
were proceeding to make out an order 
for my being conducted back to my own 
county. I ſuſpended the diſpatch of this 
meaſure by obſerving that I bad ſome- 
thing to diſcloſe. This is an overture 
to which men appointed for the admi- 
niſtration of criminal juſtice n never fail to 


attend. | : 


I] aid that 1 had . proteſted my 


innocence, 
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innocence, and muſt now e the 
proteſt, | 
In that caſe, retorted the 1 ma- 
| giſtrate abruptly, what can you have to 
diſcloſe ? If you are innocent, that is no 
buſineſs of ours! We act officially. 
1 always declared, continued I, that J 
Vas the perpetrator of no guilt, but that 
the guilt wholly belonged to my accuſer. 
Heprivately conveyed theſe effects among 
my property, and then char ged me with 
the robbery, I now declare more than 
that, that, this man is a murderer, that! 

detected his criminality, and that for that 
Treaſon he is determined to deprive me of 
life. I preſume, gentlemen, that you 
do conſider it as your buſineſs to take this 
declaration. I am perſuaded you will 
be by no means diſpoſed actively or 
paſhvely to contribute to the atrocious 
injuſtice under which I ſuffer, to the im- 
priſonment and condemnation of an in- 
nocent man in order that a murderer may 
go free, 1 ſuppreſſed this tory as long 
as 
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as I could. ] was extremely averſe to 
be the author of the unhappineſs or the 
death of a human being. But all pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion have their limits. 
Give me leave, ſir, rejoined the ma- 
giſtrate with an air of affected modera- 
tion, to aſk you two queſtions. Were 
you any. way aiding, abetting or contri- 
buting to this murder? 
N 8 
And OR fir, who 1s this Mr. Falk- 
land, and what may have been the nature 
of your connection with him? 5 
Mr. Falkland is a din of bs 
thouſand per annum, I lived with him 
as his ſecretary. 
In other wards y you were his ſervant? 2 
As you pleaſe. | 
Very well, fir, that is quite enough for 
me. Firſt I have to tell you as a ma- 
giſtrate, that I can have nothing to do 
with your declaration. If you had been 
cone in the murder you talk of, 
- that 


a 
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that would alter the caſe. But it is out 
of all reaſchable rule for a magiſtrate to 
lake an information from a felon, except 
againſt his accomplices. Next I think 
it right to obſerve to you in my own 
proper perſon, that you appear to me to 
be the moſt impudent raſcal I ever ſaw, 
Why, are you ſuch an aſs as to ſuppoſe, 
that the ſort of ſtory you have been tell- 
ing, can be of any ſervice to you, either 
here, or at the aſſizes, or any where elſe? 
A fine time of it indeed it would be, if, 
when gentlemen of fix thouſand a year 
take vp their ſeryants for robbing them, 


thoſe ſervants could trump up ſuch ac- I 


cuſations as theſe, and could get any ma- | 
giſtrate or court of juſtice to liſten to 
them ! Whether or no the felony with 
which you ftand charged would have 
brought you to the gallows, I will not 
pretend to ſay. But I am ſure this ſtory 
will, There would be a ſpeedy end to 
all order and good government, if fel- 

lows 


( 
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lows that trample upon ranks and diſtinc» 
tions in this atrocious ſort, were upon any 


conſideration ſuffered to get off. 


And do you refuſe, fir, to attend to 5 
the particulars of the charge Iallege? 

Yes, fir, I do. — But, if I did not, pray" | 
what witnefles have you of the mur- 


der;; | 


3 


This queſtion ay ogered me. | 

None. — But I believe I can make out 
a circumſtantial proof of a nature to 
force attention from the moſt indifferent 


hear ers: 


E thought ſo.—Ofkcers, take ud from 
the bar! | | 

Such v was the faeces of this ultimate 
reſort on my part, upon which 1 bad 
built with ſuch undoubting confidence. 
Till now I had conceived that the un- 
favourable ſituation in which I was placed, 
was prolonged by my own forbearance; 
and I had determined to endure all that 
human nature could ſupport, rather than 

N EI have 


194 ADVENTU RES or 


Have recourſe to this extreme recrimina- 
tion. That idea ſecretly conſoled me 
under all my calamities: it was a volun- 
ary ſacrifice, and was chearfully made. 
I thought myſelf allied to the army of 
martyrs and confeſſors; I applauded my 
fortitude and ſelf-denial ; and I pleaſed 
myſelf with the idea, that I had the power, 
though I hoped never to employ it, by 
an unrelenting diſplay of all my reſources 
to put an end at once to my ſufferings 
and perſecutions. 

And this at laſt vas the juſtice of man- 
kind! A man under certain circum- 
ſtances ſhall not be heard in the detection 
of a crime, - becauſe he has not been a 
participator of it! The ſtory of -a flagi- 
tious murder ſhall be liſtened to with in- 
difference, while an innocent man is hunt- 
ed like a wild beaſt to the furtheſt cor- 
ners of the earth Six thouſand a year 
ſmall protect a man from aceuſation; and 
the a dad of an e ſhall be 


ſuper- 
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fp h becauſe the author of it is a 
ſervant! 

I was conducted back to the very pri⸗ 
fon from which a few months before I 
had made my eſcape. With a burſting 
heart J entered thoſe walls, compelled to 
feel that all my more than Herculean a- 
bours ſerved for my own torture, and 
for no other end. Since my eſcape from 
priſon, J had acquired ſome knowledge 
of the world; I had learned by bitter ex- 
perience by how many links ſociety had 
a hold upon me, and how cloſely the 
ſnares of deſpotiſm beſet me. I no longer 
beheld the world, as my youthful fancy 
had once induced me to do, as a ſcene 
in which to hide or to appear, and to 
exhibit the freaks of a wanton vivacity. 
I ſaw my whole ſpecies as ready, in one 
mode or other, to be made the inſtru- 
ments of the tyrant. Hope died away 
in the bottom of my heart. Shut up for 
the firſt night in my dungeon, I was 

K 2 ſeized 


# 


106 © ADVENTURES OF. 


ſeized at intervals with temporary frenzy. 
From time to time I rent the univerſal 
filence with the roarings of unſupport- 
able deſpair. But this was a tranſient 


diſtraction. I ſoon returned to the ſober 
recollection of myſelf and my miſeries. 


My proſpects were more gloomy, and 


my ſituation apparently more irremedi- 
able than ever. I was expoſed again, if 


that were of any account, to the inſolence 
and tyranny that are uniformly exerciſed 


within thoſe walls. Why ſhould I re- 
N peat the loathſome tale of all that; was 
endured by me, and is endured by every 


man who is unhappy enough to fall un- 


der the government of theſe conſecrated 


- 


miniſters of national juriſ. prudence ? : The 


ſufferings I had already experienced, my 


anxieties, my flight, the perpetual expec- 
tation of being diſcoyered, worſe than 


the diſcoxery itſelf, would perhaps have 
been enough to ſatisfy the moſt inſenſible 
individual in the court of his own con- 

ſcience, 
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ſcience, if 1 had even been the felon 1 


was pretended to be. But the law has 


neither eyes, nor ears, nor bowels of hu- 
manity; and it turns into marble the 
hearts of all thoſe that are nurſed 1 in its 
principles, 1675 

I however once more recovered my 
ſpirit of determination. I reſolved that, 


while I had life, I would never be de- 


ferted by this ſpirit. Oppreſſed, annihi- 
lated I might be; bur, if I died, I would 
die reſiſting. What uſe, what advantage, 


what pleaſurable ſentiment could ariſe 


from a tame ſurrender There is no man 
that is ignorant, that to humble yourſelf 
at the feet of the law is a bootleſs taſk ; 
in her courts there is no room for amend- 
ment and reformation. 


My fortitude may to ſome perſons ap- h 


pear above the ſtandard of human na- 
ture. But, if [ draw back the veil from 
my heart, they will readily cbnfeſs their 
miſtake, My heart bled at every pore. 


K3 My 


- 


- 
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My PO TUES was not the calm ſenti- 
ment of philoſophy and reaſon. It was a 
-gloomy and deſperate purpoſe ; the crea- 
ture, not of hope, but of a mind auſterely 
held to its deſign, that felt, as it were, 
fatisfied with the naked effort, and pre- 
pared to give ſucceſs or miſcarriage to the 
. winds, It was to this miſerable condi- 
tion, which might awaken ſympathy in 
the moſt hardened boſom, that Mr. Falk. 
land had reduced me. 1 2 

l anticipated the event of my trial. 1 
was determined, once more to eſcape fem 
my priſon, nor did doubt of my ability 
to effect at leaſt this firſt ſtep towards my 
future preſervation. The aſſizes however 
were near, and there were certain conſi- 
derations, unneceſſary to be detailed, that 
perſuaded me there might be benefit in 
waiting till my trial ſhould actually be 
terminated, before l made my attempt. . 
It ſtood upon the lt as one of the 
lateſt to be brought forward. I was 
| therefore 


'A% 
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therefore extremely ſurpriſed to find it 
called out of its order early on the morn- 
ing of the ſecond day. But, if this were 
unexpected, how much greater was my 
aſtoniſhment, When my proſecutor” was 
called, to find neither Mr. Falkland, nor 
Mr. Foreſter, nor a ſingle individual of 
any deſcription appear againſt me! The 
recognizances into which my proſecutors 
had entered were declared to be forfeited, | 
and I was diſmiſſed without e im- 
en from the bar. 
The effect which this: eppes 

—— upon my mind, it is impoſſible 
10 expreſs. 4 „Who bad come to that bar 
with the ſentence of death already in idea 
ringing in my ears, tu be told that I was 
free to tranſport myſelf whitherſoever I 
pleaſed! Was it for this that I had bro- 
ken through ſo many locks, and bolts, 
and the adamantine walls of my priſon; 
that I had paſſed ſo many anxious days, 
and * ſpectre-haunted nights; 
K 4 I that 
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chat 1 had racked my invention for ex- 
pedients of evafion and concealment; 
that my mind had been rouſed to an 
energy of which 1 could ſcarcely have be- 
lieved it capable; that my exiſtence had 
been enthralled to an ever-living tor- 
ment ſuch as I could hardly have ſuppo- 
ſed it in man to endure? Great God! 
what is man? Is he thus blind to the fu- 
ture, thus totally unſuſpecting of what is 
to occur in che next moment of his ex- 
iſtence? I have ſome where read that hea- 
ven in merey hides from us the future 
incidents of our life. My on experi- 
"ence: does not well accord with this aſſer- 
tion. In this inſtance at leaſt, I ſhould 
have been ſaved from inſupportable la- 
bour and undeſcribable anguiſh, could 1 
have foreſeen the cataſtrophe of this _ 
| OOO} inſüf hon 120 
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"CHAP. XIL 


Ir was not long "WOE I took my ever- 
laſting leave of this deteſted and miſer- 
able ſcene. My heart was for the preſent 
roo full of aſtoniſhment and exultation i in 
this unexpected deliverance, to admit of 
anxiety about the future, T withdrew 
from the town. I, rambled with a flow 
and thoughtful pace, now burſting with 
exclamation, and now buried in profound 
and undefinable reverie, Accident led 
me towards the very heath which had firſt 
ſheltered me, when upon a former occa- 
ſion I broke out of my priſon. T wan- 
dered among its cavities and its vallies. 
It was a foflorn and deſolate ſolitude, 1 
continued here 1 know not how long. 
N at * overtook. me unperceiv- 


i 
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eil, and I prepared to return for the pre- 
ſent to the town I had quitted. 

It was now perfectly dark, when two 
men whom I had not previouſly obſerved 
ſprung upon me from behind. They 
ſeized me by the arms, and threw me 
upon the ground. I had no time for 
reſiſtance or recollection. I could how- 
ever perceive that one of them was the 
diabolical Gines. They blindfolded, 
gagged me, and hurried me I knew not 
whither. As we paſſed along in filence, 
1 endeavoured to conjecture what could 
be the meaning of this extraordinary vio- 
lence. I was ſtrongly impreſſed with. the 
idea that, after the event of this morn- 
ing, the moſt ſevere and painful part of 
my hiſtory was paſt; and, ſtrange as it 
may ſeem, 1 could not perſuade my ſelf 
to regard with alarm this unexpected at- 
tack. It might however be ſome new 
project ſuggeſted by the brutal temper 
and unrelenting a, of Gines. 
J pre- 
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:F preſently. found that we were re- 
turned into the town 1 had | juſt quitted. 
They led me into a houſe, and, as ſoon 


as they had taken poſſeſſion of a rom, 
freed me from the reſtraints they had be- 
fore impoſed. Here Gines informed me 
with a malicious grin, that no harm was 


intended me, and therefore I ſhould ſhaw 
moſt ſenſe in keeping myſelf quiet. 1 


perceived that we were in an inn; 1 


overheard company in a room at no 
great diſtance from us, and therefore was 


now as thoroughly aware as he could be, 


that there was at preſent little reaſon to 
ſtand in fear of any ſpecies of violence, 


and that it would be time enough to re- 


fiſt, when they attempted to gonduct me 


from the inn in the ſame manner that 
they had brought me into it. .I:was,ngt 


without ſome curioſity to ſee the conclu - 
fion that 1 was to follow pon ſo abn. 

dinary : a commencement. 4 
The preliminaries- I have. deſetibed 
K 6 ; | were 
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were ſcarcely completed, belore Mr. 
Falkland entered the room, 1 remember 
F Collins, when he firſt communicated to 
me the particulars of our patron's hif- 
tory, obſerved that he was totally unlike 
the man he had once been. I had no 


means of aſcertaining the truth of that 
obſervation. But it was ſtrikingly ap- 


plicable to the ſpectacle which now pre- 
ſented itſelf to my eyes, though, when I. 
aſt beheld this unbappy man, he had 
been a victim to the ſame paſſions, a prey 
to the ſame undying remorſe as now. 
Miſery was at that time inſcribed i in legi- 
ble characters upon his countenance. But 
now he appeared like nothing that had 
ever been viſible in human ſhape. His 


viſage Was haggard, emaciated and fleſh- 
leſs. His complexion was a dun and 


tarniſhed red, the colour uniform through 
every region of the face, and ſuggeſted 
the idea of its being burnt and parched 
| 15 the eternal fire. that bürned within 
me TS . 
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him. His eyes were red, quick, wander- 
ing, full of ſuſpicion and rage. His 
hair was neglected, ragged and floating. 
His whole figure was thin to a degree 
that ſuggeſted the idea rather of a ſkele- 
ton than a perſon. actually alive. Liſe 
ſeemed hardly to be the capable inhabi- 
tant of ſo woe. begone and holt. like a 
figure. The taper of wholſome life was 
expired; but paſſion and fiercepels and 
frenzy were able for the preſent to ſopply 
its place. . 

I was to the VS degree aſtoniſhed | 
and ſhocked at the ſight of him.— He 0 
ſternly commanded my conductors to 
leave the room. Ty” 

Well, fir, I have this day ſucceſsfully | 
exerted myſelf to ſave your life from the 
gallows. A fortnight ago you | did what 
you were able to bring my life to that 
DE oe cloſe. 3 | 

Were you lo ſtupid, and e 
ing as not to o know that the preſervation | 
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a 


of your life was the uniform object of 
my exertions? Did not I maintain. you 


9 priſon? Did not I endeavour to pre- 


vent your being ſent thither ? Could you 
miſtake the bigoted and obſtinate cond uct 
of Foreſter in offering a hundred guineas 
for your apprehenſion, for mine? 
I had my eye upon you in all your 
wanderings. You have taken no mate- 


15 Trial ſtep through their whole courſe with 


which I have not been acquainted. I 


meditated to do you good. I have { pilled 


no blood but that of Tyrrel: that was 
in the moment of paſſion, and it has been 
the ſubject of my uninterrupted and 
hourly remorſe. S have connived at no 
man's fate but that of the Hauk inses: 


they could no otherwiſe have been ſaved 
Son by my acknowledging | myſelf a 


urderer. The reſt of my life has all | 
3A ſpent in acts of benevolence. bi 
I meditated to da you good. For 
that reaſon x was s willing t to > prove you. 
Fou 


— 
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You pretended to act towards me with 
conſideration and forbearance. If you 
had perſiſted i in chat to the end, I would 
yet have found a way to reward you. I 
left you to your own diſcretion. You 
might ſhow the impotent malignity of 
your own. heart, but in the circumſtances. 
in which you were then placed I knew 
you could not hurt me. Your forbear- 
| ance has proved, as I all along ſuſpected, 
empty. and treacherous. You have at- 
tempted. to blaſt my reputation. You 
have ſought to diſcloſe the ſelect and 
eternal fecret of my ſoul. Becauſe you 
have done. that, I will never forgive you. 
1 will. remember it to my lateſt breath. 
The memory ſhall furvive me, when my 
exiſtence is no more. Do you think 
you are out of the reach of my power, 
becauſe a court t of Juſtice has * 
you? 

While Mr. Falkland was 1 | 
| fadden diſtemper came over his counte- 
nance, 


* 


— 


which you indy obtain ſome mitigation 
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nance, bis whale frame was ſhaken by a an 


inſtantaneous convullion, and he ſtag⸗ 


gered to a chair. In about three minutes 
he recovered. 3 


Yes, faid be, I am ſtill alive. 74 wal 


live for days and months and years; the 
6 power that made me, of whatever kind 


it be, can only determine how long. 
live the guardian of my reputation. 
That, and to endure a miſery ſuch as 
man never endured, are the only ends to 


which I live. | But, when 1 am no more, 


my | fame ſhall {till ſurvive. My charac- 


ter ſhall be revered as ſpotleſs and un- 


impeachable by all poſterity, as long as 
the name of Falkland ſhall be repeated 


in the moſt diſtant region of the ny 


Peoples globe. 5 
Having faid this, he ohne to the 


f diſcourſe which more immediately related 
| 3 my future condition and happineſs, 


There is one condition, faid he, upon 


of 
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of your future calamity. It is for that 


purpoſe that I habe ſent for you. Liften 


to my propoſal with deliberation and fo- 2 
briety.! Remember, that the inſanity 1s - 
not leſs to trifle with the refolved deter- 


mination of my ſoul, than it would be 


to pull a mountain upon your head that 


hung trembling 0 6k the W of ig 
mighty Appenine! 5 


I inſiſt then upon your ſigning a er 


declaring in the moſt ſolemn manner that 


Tam innocent of murder, and that the 


charge you alleged at the office in Bow- 


Street is falſe, malicious and groundleſs. 8 
Perhaps you may ſcruple out of a regard 
to truth. Is truth then entitled to ado- 


* 


ration for its own fake, and not for the 
fake of the happineſs it is calculated to 
produce ? ? Will a reaſonable man facri- 


fice to barren truth, when benevolence, | 
humanity and e every conſideration that is 


dear to the human heart require that it 
mould be . It is probable 
that 
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that I may never make uſe of this paper, 
but I require it as the only practicable 
reparation to the honour you have aſ- 
failed. This is what I had to N. . 
I expect your anfwer. 

Sir, anſwered I, 1 have hk you to 
an end, and I ſtand in need of no delibe- 
ration to enable me to anſwer you in the 
negative. You took me up A raw and 
inexperienced boy, capable of being 
moulded to any form you pleaſed. But 
you, have communicated to me volumes 
of experience in a very ſhort period. 1 


am no longer irrefolute and pliable. 
What is the power you retain over my 


fate, Lam unable to difcoyer, You. may 
deſtroy me; but you, cann' t. make me 
tremble. I am not concerne d to enquire 


Whether what I have ſuffered flowed from 


you by deſign or otherwiſe, whether vou 
were the author of my miſeries or only 
a connived at them. This 1 know, that 1 
haye luffered too exquiſitely on your ac- 

| a. 
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count, for me to feel the leaſt remaining 
claim on your part to my making any | 
voluntary ſacrifice. 
Lou fay that benevolence and 1 | 
nity require this ſacrifice of | me. No. 
It would only be a ſacrifice to your mad . 
and miſguided love of fame, to that paſ- 
| fron which has been the ſource of all your 
miſeries, of the moſt tragical calamities 
to others, and of every misfortune that 
has happened to me. I have no forbears = 
ance to exerciſe towards that paſſion. If 
you be nar yet cured. of this tremendqus | 
and ſanguinary fally, at leaſt I ill do 
nothing to cheriſi it. I Kknoꝶ not whe- 
ther from my youth I was deſtined for a 
hero; but I may thank you for having 
taught me a en, of: RUA 
fortitude. | 195 8 
What is it that you dieb of mg? f 
That I ſhould ſign away my own reputa- 
tion for the better maintaining of yours. 
Where is the equality of that? What is 


3 ; 
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it that caſts me at ſuch an immenſe dif- 
' tance below you, as to make every thing 
that relates to me wholly unworthy of 
| conſideration ! > You have been educated 
in the prejudice of birth. I abhor that 
prejudice. You have made me def, perate, 
and F utter 55 chat deſperation * | 
1 FA | 

You ny tell me > perhaps that I lade 
0 reputation to loſe; that, while you are 
eſteemed faultleſs and unblemiſhed, I am 
univerſally | reputed a thief, a ſuborner 
.and a calumniator. Be it ſo. I will 
never do any thing to coungenance thoſe 
Imputations. The more I am deſtitute 
of the eſteem of mankind, the more care- 
ful I will be to preſerve my own. I will 
never from fear or any other miſtaken 
motive do any thing of which I e to 
5 be aſhamed. 

Lou are determined to be for ever my 
enemy. I have in no degree deſerved 
this eternal abhorrence. I have aluays 
12 eſteemed 
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eſteemed and pitied you. For a conſi- 
derable time I rather choſe to expoſe my- 
ſelf to every kind of misfortune, than 
diſcloſe the ſecret that was ſo dear to you. 
was not deterred by your menaces, 
(What could you make me ſuffer, more 
than I actually ſuffered ?) but by the 
humanity of my own heart; in which, 
and not in means of violence, you ought 
to have repoſed your confidence. What 
is the myſterious vengeance that you can 
yet execute againſt me ? You menaced 
me before; you can menace no worle 
now. You are wearing, out the ſprings: 
of terror. Do with me as you pleaſe! 
You teach me to hear you with an un- 
ſhrinking and deſperate firmneſs... Re- 
collect yourſelf! I did not proceed to 
the ſtep with which you reproach me, 
till I was apparently urged to the very, 
laſt extremity. I had ſuffered as much. 
as human nature can ſuffer 3 1 had lived 
in the midſt of eternal alarm and unin- 


termitted 
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termitted watchfulneſs ; 1 had twice 


been driven to purpoſes of ſuicide. I am 
now ſorry however that the ſtep of which 
you complain, was ever.adopted. But, 
urged to exaſperation. by an unintermit- 
ted rigour, I had no time to cool or to 
deliberate. Even at preſent I cheriſh no 


vengeance againſt you. All that is rea- 


fonable, all that can really contribute to 
your ſecurity, I will readily concede ; but 
J will not be driven to an act repugnant 
to all reaſon, 1 integrity, and juſtice. 
Mr. Falkland liſtened to me with 
aſtoniſhment and impatience. He had 
enrertained no previous conception of 
the firmneſs I diſplayed. Several times 


he was canvulſed with the fury that la- 


boured in his breaſt. Once and again he 


| betrayed an intention to interrupt; but 


ke was reſtrained by the collectedneſs of 
my manner, and perhaps by a defire to 
be acquainted with the entire ſtate of my 
mind. Finding that T had concluded, 
| Hats | "Ke 
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he pauſed for a moment; his paſſion 
ſeemed gradually to enlarge, till it was 
no longer capable of control. | 
It is well! ſaid he, gnaſhing his teeth, 
and ſtamping upon the ground. Vou 
refuſe the compoſition I offer ! I have no 
power to perſuade you to compliance! | 
You defy me! At leaſt I have a power 
reſpecting you, and that power I will ex- 
erciſe ; a power that ſhall grind you into 
atoms. I condeſcend to no more expoſ- 
tulation. I know what I am, and what 
I can be. I know what you are, and 
what fate is reſerved for) you ! 
Saying this he quitted the room. 
Such were the particulars of this me- 
morable ſcene. The impreſſion it has 
left upon my underſtanding 1s indelible. 


The figure and appearance of Mr. Falk» , 


land, his death-like weakneſs and decay, 
bis more than mortal energy and rage, 
the words that he (| poke, the motives that 
animated him, produced one compound- 

2 5 5 
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* . 


ed effect upon my mind that nothiog of. 
the fame nature could ever parallel. The 
idea of his miſery thrilled through my 
frame. How weak 1 in compariſon of it 
15 the imaginary hell, which the great 
enemy of mankind is repreſented as CAr- 
rying every where about with him! | 

From this conſideration my mind pre- | 
ſently turned to the menaces he had 
vented againſt myſelf. They were all 
myſterious and undefined. He had talked 
of power, but had given no hint from 
which could collect in hat he i Imagin- 
ed it to conſiſt. He had talked of miſery, 
but had not dropped a ſyllable reſpe&- | 
ing che nature of the ales to be 1 in- 
flicted. l 0 

1 fat ill for ſome time, raminating on 
theſe thoughts. Neither Mr. Falkland, 
nor any other perſon appeared, to diſturb! 
my meditations. I roſe, went out of the 
room, and ſrom the inn into the ſtreet. 
No one offered to moleſt me. It was 

5 ſtrange ! 


— — 
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ſtrange! What was the nature of this 
power from which I was to apprehend ſo 

much, yet which ſeemed to leave me at 
perfect liberty? I began to imagine that ; 
all I had heard from this dreadful adver- 
ſary was mere madnefs and extravagance, 
and that he was at length deprived of the 
uſe of reaſon, which had long ſerved him 
only as a medium of torment. Yet was 
it likely in that caſe that he ſhould be 
able to employ Gines and his aſſociate, 
who had juſt been his inſtruments of vio- 
lence upon my perſon? 
1 proceeded along the ſtreets with con · 
ſiderable caution. I looked before me 
and bebiad me, as well as the darkneſs 
would allow me to do, that 1 might not 
again be hunted in fight by ſome man of 
ſtratagem and violence without my per- 
: ceiving it. I went not, as before, beyond 
s the limits of the town, but conſidered the 
ſtreets, the houſes and the inhabitants as 
affording ſome degree of ſecurity. I was 
IHE —- ill 
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N Rill walking with my mind. thus full of 
Auſpicion and forecaſt, when [ diſcovered 


Thomas, that ſervant of Mr. Falkland 


whom l have already more than once had 
occaſion to mention. He advanced to- 
wards me with an air ſo blunt and direct, 


as inſtantly to remove from me the idea 


of any thing inſidious in his purpoſe; 
beſide that I had always felt the character 
.of Thomas, ruſtic and uncultivated as it 
was, to be entitled to a more than com- 


mon portion of eſteem. 
Thomas, ſaid I, as he ren I 1 | 
you are willing to give me joy that I am 
at length delivered from the dreadful 
danger, which for many months haunted 


me ſo unmercifully. 


No, rejoined Thomas roughly, I be 
nat at all willing. 1 do not know what 
to make of myſelf i in this affair. While 


you were in priſon in that miſerable 


faſhion, I felt all at one almoſt as if 1 
loved you: and, now that that is over, 
* pf 5 and f 
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and you are turned · out looſe in the world 
to do your worſt, my blood riſes at the 
very ſight of you. To look at you, you 
are almoſt that very lad Williams for | 


whom I could with pleaſure as it were : 


have laid down my life; and yet behind 
that ſmiling face there lie robbery, and 
lying, and every thing that is ungrateful 
and murderous. Your laſt action was 
worſe than all the reſt. How could you . 
find in your heart to revive that cruel 
ſtory about Mr. Tyrrel, which every body 
had agreed out of regard to the ſquire 
never to mention again, and of which 
1 know and you know he | is as innocent 
as the child unborn ? There are cauſes 
and reaſons, or elſe ] could have wiſhed 
from the bottom of my ſoul never to ; 
| have ſet eyes on you again. | 8 
And you ſtill A in your hard 
thoughts of me? . 

Worſe! I think worſe of you than 
ever] Before, I thought you as bad as 

WE 1 L2 - = m_ 
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man could be. I wonder from my ſoul 
what.you are to do next. But you make. 


-good the old ſay ing, Needs mut 80, 


that the devil drives. 

And ſo there is never to be an end of 
my misfortunes. What can Mr. Falk- 
ä land contrive for me worſe than the it 
opinion and enmity of all mankind ? 

Mr. Falkland contrive? He! 18 the beſt 


friend you have in the world, though you 


are the baſeſt traitorto him. Poor man! 


— 


it makes one's heart ache.to look at him; * 
he is the very image of grief. And it is 


not clear to me that it is not all owing to 
you. At leaſt you have given the finiſh- 
ing lift to the misfortune that was al- 
ready: deſtroying him. There have been 
the devil and all to pay between him and 
ſquireForeſter. The ſquire is right ra- 


ving mad with my maſter, for having. 


outwitted him in the matter of the trial, 
and ſaved your life. He ſwears that you 
my thall be taken * and. tried all over 


0 


N _ 
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again at the next aſſizes; but my maſter 

is reſolute, and I believe will carry it his 

own way. To fee him ordering every 

thing for your benefit, and taking” all 
your maliciouſneſs as mild and innocent 5 
\ as a lamb, and to:think of your vile pro- 2 

ceedings againſt him, is a ſight one ſhall Y 
not ſee again, go all the world over. For 
4 God's ſake, repent of your reprobate A 
doings, and make what little reparation 

is in pour power! Think of your poor 
ſoul, before you awake, as to be ſure 
one of theſe days you 8 in fiee an 
 brimſtone/ everlaſting }-: „ 
Saying this, he held o out n Wan i 
took hold of mine. The action ſeemed 
ſtrange, but I at firſt thought it the un- 
premeditated reſult of his ſolemn and 
well- intended adjuration. I felt however 

that he put ſomething into my hand. 

The next moment he quitted his hold, 
and haſtened from me with the ſwiftneſs 
of an arrow. What he had thus given 


HOP” 8 me 
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me was a bank-note of twenty donc | 
Thad no doubt that he bad been charged 
to deliver i it to me from Mr. Falkland. 
What was I to infer? W hat light did 
it throw upon the intentions of my inex- 


orable perſecutor ? His animoſity againſt | 


me was as great as ever ; that I had juſt 
had confirmed to-me from his own mouth. 


Fet his animoſity appeared to be ſtill 


tempered with the remains of humanity, 
He preſcribed to it a line wide enough to 
embrace the gratification of his vieus, 
and within the boundaries of that line | 
it ſtopped. But this diſcovery carried no 
conſolation to my mind. I knew not 
what portion of calamity I was fated to 
endure, before his jealouſy of diſhonour 
and inordinate thirſt of fame would deem 
themſelves fatisfied. 

Another queſtion offered itſelf. Was 
I to receive the money which had juſt 
been put into my hands? the money of 
a man, who * inſlicted upon me inju- 
ries, 


i 
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Rest leſs Wan le be habens 


upon himſelf, but the greateſt that one 


man can inflict upon another? who had 
blaſted my youth, who had deſtroyed my 


peace, who had held me up to the abhor- 


* 


rence of mankind, and rendered me an 


outcaſt upon the face of the earth ? Who 


had forged the baſeſt and moſt atrocious 
falſhoods, and urged them with a feri- 


ouſneſs and perſeverance which pro- 
duced univerſal belief? who an hour be- 
fore had vowed againſt me inexorable 
_ enmity, and \worn to entail upon me mis 


ſery without end? Would not this con- 


duct on my part betray a baſe and abject 


ſpirit, that crouched under tyranny, and 


kiſſed, the, hands that. en in 


5 my blood? 


If theſe reaſons appeared ſtrong, nei- 


ther was the other ſidè without renſoit in 
reply. I wanted the money : not for any - 
purpoſe: of vice or ſuperfluity, but for 
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thoſe purpoſes without which life cannot 


fubſiſt. Man ought to be able, wherever 
placed, to find for himſelf the means of 


exiſtence ; but I was. to open a new 


ſcene of life, to remove to ſome diſtant 


ſpot, to be prepared againſt the ill-will 
of mankind, and the unexplored projects 
of hoſtility of a moſt accompliſhed foe. 


The actual means of exiſtence are the 3 
f property of all. | What ſhould hinder 
me from taking that of which 1 was 


really in want, when in taking it I rifk- 
ed no vengeance and perpetrated no vio- 


Jence? The property in queſtion will 


be beneficial to me, and the voluntary 


furrender of it is accompanied with no 
injury to its late proprietor z what other 
condition can be neceſſary to render the 


uſe of it on my part a duty? He that 


- kitely poſſeſſed it has injured me; does 


that alter its value as a medium of ex- 


Se He will boaſt perhaps of the 


— 


9 imaginary 
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imaginary obligation he has conferred on 
me: Surely to ſhrink from a thing in it- 
ſelf right, from any ſuch apprehenſion, 


ean be the reſult only of W 
* cowardice! | 
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IxrLuenceD by theſe reaſonings, 


I determined to retain what had thus been 
put into my hands. My next care was in 


regard to the ſcene I ſhould chooſe, as the 


retreat of that life which I had juſt ſaved 
from the graſp of.the executioner. The 
danger to which I was expoſed of forci- 

ble interruption in my purſuits was pro- 


bably in ſome reſpects leſs now, than it. 


had been previouſly to this criſis. Beſide, 
that L was conſiderably influenced in this. 
deliberation by the ſtrong loathing 1 con- 
ceived for the ſituations. in which I had 


lately been engaged. I knew not in what: 
mode Mr. Falkland intended to exerciſe 


his vengeance againſt me; but I was. 


ſeized with ſo unconquerable an averſion 


7 1% to 
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to diſguiſe and the idea of ſpending my 
life in perſonating a fictitious charac- 
ter, that I could not, for the preſent at - 
leaſt, reconcile my mind to any thing of 


that nature. The ſame kind of diſguſt L - 


had conceived for the metropolis, where 
I had ſpent ſo many hours of artifice 
and terror. I therefore decided in fa- 
vour of the project which bad formerly 

proved amuſing to my imagination, of - 


withdrawing to ſome diſtant, rural ſcene, - 


a ſcene of calmneſs and obſcurity, whare-- 
for a few years at leaſt, perhaps during tha 


lite of Mr. Falkland, I might be hidden 


from the world, recover the wounds my. 


mind had received 11. this fatal connec- 


. | . | | . 
tion, methodiſe and improve the experi- 
ence which had been accumulated, cul- 
_ tivate the faculties I in any degree poſ- 


ſeſſed, and employ the intervals of theſe. : | 
occupations in ſimple induſtry and the in - 
tercourſe of guileleſs, uneducated, kind · | 


intentioned minds. The menaces of my 
5 "LS EE. 
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zan dor ſeemed to forebode the i inevi- 
table interruption of this ſyſtem. But I 
deemed it wife to put theſe menaces out 
of my copfideration. I compared them 
to death, which muſt infallibly overtake 
us, we know not when; but the poſſibi- 
| liry of whoſe arrival next year, next 
week, tomorrow, myſt be left out of the 
calculation of him why would enter upon 
any ee or well · concerted under- 
taking. 
Such were the ideas that Heat 
E choice. Thus did my youthful mind 
delineate the ſyſtem of diſtant years, even 
willen the threats of inſtant calamity {till 
founded in my ears. I was inured to 
the apprehenfion of miſchief, till at laſt 
the hoarſe roarings of the beginning tem- 
f peſt had loſt their power of annihilating. 
my peace. I however thought it neceſ- 
fary, while I was moſt palpabl y within the 
ſphere of the enemy, to exert every prac- 
eule Fg of ne I was care- 
ful 
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fal not to incur the hazards of darkneſs 
and ſolitude. When I left the town, it 
was with the ſtage- coach; an obvious- 
ſource of protection againſt glaring and 
| enormous violence. Meanwhile ! found 
myſelf no more expoſed to moleſtation 
in my progreſs, than the man in the 
world who ſhould have had the leaſt 
reaſon for apprehenſions of this nature. 
As the diſtance increaſed; I relaxed ſome- 
thing in my precaution, though Rilt 
awake to a ſenſe of danger, and con- 
ſtantly purſued with the image of my foe: . 
I fixed upon an obſcure market-town in 
Wales as the choſen ſeat of my opera- 
tions, "This place recommended itſelf 
to my obſervation, as I was wandering . 
in queſt of an abode. It was clean, 
chearful and of great ſimplicity of ap. 
pearance. It was at a diſtance from any 
public and frequented road, and had 
nothing which could deſerve the name 
of trade. The face of nature around 


& | it 
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it was agreeably diverſified, OI ak 
wild and romantic, and partly rich and 


1 abundant in production. 
N Here I. ſolicited employment in two 
5 profeſſions; the firſt that of a watch- N 
maker, in which though the inſtructions - 
4 I had received were few, they were eked 
1 out and aſſiſted by a mind fruitful in 
mechanical invention; the other that of”. 
* an inſtructor in mathematics and its 
4 | practical application, geography, aſtro- 
| nomy, land- ſurvey ing and navigation. 
43 Neither of |thefe was a very copious 
l ſource of emolument in the obſcure re- 
treat I had choſen for myſelf: but, if 
A my receipts were ſlender, my diſburſe-, | 
8 ments were ſtill fewer. In this Mule | 
1 town [ became acquainted with the vicar, 
Cl the apothecary, the lawyer, and the reſt 
bl. 1 the perſons Who time out of mind 
Wo had, been regarded as. t the top gentry. of - 
Fi the place. Each of thele | centred, in 
Fi bimſclka 1 of occupations. f T here : 
1 

1 

bi 
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was little in the appearance of the vicar 
that reminded you of his profeſſion ex- 
cept on the recurring Sunday. At other 
times he condeſcended with his evange- 
lical hand to guide the plougb, or to 
drive the covs from the field to the farm 
yard for the milking. The apothecary 
occaſionally officiated as a barber, and 
the lawyer was the en Tchoolmal- 
t ifs 1% 
By all theſe 1 8. ©: was: s received 
With kindneſs and hoſpitality, | Among 
people thus remote from the bultle of 
human life there is an open ſpirit of con- 
fidence, by means of which a ſtranger 
eaſily finds, acceſs, to their benevolence 
and good will. My manners had never 
been greatly, debauched from the fimpli, 
city of rural life by the ſcenes through. 
Which I had paſſed; and the hardſhips 
_ L:had: endured. had. given additional 
mildneſs to my character. In the theatre 
12 which 18 was now. placed I had no 
rival. 
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rival. My mechanical occupation "ny 
hitherto been a non-reſident ; and the 
fchoolmaſter, who did not aſpire to the 
ſublime heights. of ſcience I profeſſed to 
diſcover, was willing to admit me as a 
partner in the taſk of civiliſing the un- 
poliſhed manners of the inhabitants, 
For the parſon, civilifation was no part 
of his trade; his buſineſs was with the 
things of a better life, not with the car- 
nat concerns of this material ſcene ;- in 
truth, his thoughts were principally ocs 
* with His oatmeal and his COWS. 
This ſcene had perhaps a more power» - 
full handle upon my affections, than it 
would have had upon thoſe of almoſt 
any other perſon with my - degree of in- 
tellectual cukivation. 1 had had a pro- 
found experience, though a ſhort one; 
of ſociety ſuch4as ranks and regulations 
have conſtituted it. The ſimple ſcene 
of which I was now an inmate, the abode | 
of 5 and unſul Wan 3 bore f 


CALER "WILLIAMS. "BIR 


à kind of rude reſemblance to that ſim- 


plicity which ſeems to be the goal of 
elevated and comprehenſive reaſon, I 


| bore with its groſſneſs, the narrowneſs of 
its proſpects and the uniformity of its 


impreſſions, in behalf of its freedom 
from malignity and deceit. How long 
I ſhould have ſat down contented with 
theſe defects in conſideration. of theſe ad. 
vantages, I am unable to pronounce. For 


the preſent, fore with perſecution and 
diſtreſs, and bleeding ar almoſt every 
| vein, there was nothing I ſo much covet- | 
ed as reſt and tranquillity. lt ſeemed as 
if my faculties were, at leaſt for the rime, 
exhauſted by the late preternatural in- 
tenſity of their: exertions, and that they _ 


ſtood indiſpenſibly in need of N 55 
of comparative ſuſpenſion. 

This was however but a np 
feeling. My mind had always been ac- 
tive, and I was probably indebted to 
the CINE L had endured, and. the 


- exquiſite 


% 


* 
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exquiſite and increaſed ſuſcepribilit FER 
produced, for new energies. I ſoon found 
the want of ſome vigorous and permanent: | 
Purſuit. I diſcovered by accident, in a: 
neglected corner of the houſe -of:one of 
my neighbours, a general dictionary of! 


© four of the northern languages» No- 


one could tell how it had come there. I. 
purchaſed it, and carried it off in triumph. 
This incident gave a. turn to my thoughts. 
In my youth IL had not been inattentive 
to languageg. I determined to attempt, 
at leaſt for my own .uſe, a genealogical 
ebronicle of the Engliſh language. I 
eaſily perceived that chis purſuit had one 
peculiar advantage to a perſon in my 
ſttustion, as a ſmall number of books 
conſulted with this view would afford em- 
ployment for a conſiderable time. I pur - 
chaſed other dictionaries. In my inciden- 
tal reading I noted the manner in which 
words were uſed, and applied theſe re- 
* to che * of my etymolo- 
bo” gical. 


ny 


—— — — 


# 
4 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 235 | 


gical enquiries. I was unintermitted in 
my aſſiduity, and my collections pro- 
miſed to accumulate. Thus I more com- 
pletely diverted my thoughts from. the 
recollection of my paſt misfortunes, 

In this ſtate, fo grateful to my feel- 
ings, week after week glided away with- | 


out interruption and alarm. Every day 


contributed to my progreſs in the efteem 
of my guileleſs neighbours. © At firſt 
they looked upon me with wonder as a 
fort of non deſcript; but they were 


pleaſed to find, upon further acquaint- 


ance, that my manners had no appearance 


of offence or duplicity z and that, though 


J was able, if ſolicited, to inform them 
upon fubjects remote from their uſual 
occupations, my ſuperior knowledge gave 
me no inclination to dictate or domi- 
neer. The peculiarities in which I differ. 
ed from them generated no averſion. My 
habits were more ſolitary and ſedentary 
chan * of any of my neighbours; but l 
e flare: 
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ſtate the ſimple and unornamented fact 
when I affirm, that my univerſal charac. 
ter among them was that of a perſon of 
great learning and knowledge, mild; 
even-tempered, and forward to render: 4 
ſervice to any human being. 
Thus tranquil, there were moments in 
eh I even forgot there was ſuch a per» 
fon as Mr. Falkland in the world. When 
I did recollect it, IL was ſometimes able 

to make it ſerve as. a foil to the peculiar 
and unexpected tranquillity of my preſent 
15 condition. Thea ſituation in Which I Was 

Now: placed was not very different from 
chat. in which I bad ſpent my earlier years, 
with this advantage, that my mind was 
ſtronger, and my judgment more mature. 
I began to look back upon the interven- 
ing period, as upon a diſtempered and 
tormenting dream; or rather perhaps my 
feelings were like thoſe of a man reco- 
vered from an interval of raging deli- 
Lum; from. ideas of. horror, confuſion, 
$12 light, 


— ts ren fe 
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flight, perſecution, agony and def pair! 
When 1 recollected what I had under- 
gone, it was not without ſome ſatisfac- 
tion as the recollection of a thing that was 
paſt; every day augmented my hope 
that it was never to return. Surely the 
dark and terrific menaces of Mr, Falk- 
land were rather the perturbed ſuggeſ- 
tions of his angry mind, than the final 
_ reſult of a deliberate and digeſted ſyſ- 
tem! How happy ſhould 1 feel, beyond 
the ordinary lot of man, if, after the ter- 
rors I had undergone, I ſhould now find 
myſelf unexpectedly reſtored to. the i im- 
munities of a human being! 2 
While I was thus ſocthing my mind 
with fond imaginations, it happened that 
a few bricklayers and their labourers 
came over from a diſtance of five or fix 
miles, to work upon ſome additions to 
one of the better ſort of houſes in the 
town p which bad anne its tenant. No 
N incident 


— 
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incident could be more trivial than this, 


had it not been for a ſtrange coincidence 
of time between this circumſtance and a 
change which introduced itſelf into my 


firuation. This firſt manifeſted-itſelf in 
a ſort of ſhyneſs with-which I was treat, 


ed firſt by one perſon and then another 
of my new-formed acquaintance. They 
were backward to enter into converſation 


with me, and anſwered my enquiries 


with an aukward and embarraſſed air; 
When they met me in the ftreet or the 


field, their countenance contracted 4 


cloud, and they endeavoured to ſhun 
me. My ſcholars quitted me one alter 
another, and I had no longer any em- 
ployment in my mechanical profeſſion. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſenſations 
Which the gradual, but uninterrupted 
progreſs of this revolution produced in 


my mind. It ſeemed as if I had ſome 


contagious diſeaſe, from which every 


„ man 


Mt > ceo 


— 
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man ſhrunk with alarm, and left me to 

periſh unaſſiſted and alone. I afked one 

man and another to explain to me the 

meaning of theſe appearances; but every. 

one avoided the taſk, and anſwered in 

an evaſive and ambiguous manner. 1 
{ſometimes ſuppoſed that it was all, a de- 

luſion of the imagination; till the re- 

petition of tlie ſenſation, and ſtill more 

the decay of my projected modes of ſub- 

ſiſtence, brought the reality too pain - 

fully home to my apprehenfion. There 

are few things that give a greater ſhock _ 

to the mind, than a phenomenon. in the 

conduct of our fellow men, of great im- 

portance to our concerns, and for which 

we are unable to aſſign any plauſible rea- 
ſon. I was like a tree ſtruck with ſome 

fatal blight, from which one branch falls 

off after another, and leaves the naked 

trunk a monument of calamity and ſcorn. - 4 
Incapable of aſſigning the cauſe of my | 
Jan * J was times half inclined to 


; believe 
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believe that the change was not in other 
men, but that ſome alienation of my 


own underſtanding generated the horrid | 


viſion. 1 endeavoured - to awake from 


my dream, and return to my former ſtate 


of enjoyment and happineſs ; z but in vain. 
To the ſame conſideration it may be aſ- 
cribed, that, unacquainted with the 
ſource of the evil, obſerving its perpetual 
increaſe, and finding it, ſo far as I could 
Perceive, entirely arbitrary in its nature, 
I was unable to aſcertain its limits, or 


the degree in which it wauld Rally over- I 


| whelm me. 


In the midſt TL Fe EY TR ae I 
ful and ſeemingly inexplicable nature of 
this ſcene, there was one idea that in- 


ſtantly intruded itſelf, and that I could 
never after baniſh from my mind. It is 
| Falkland In vain 1 firuggled againſt 
the ſeeming improbability of the ſuppoſi- 
tion. In vain I faid, Mr. Falkland, wiſe 
as he 18 and pregnant in reſources, acts 

e e 
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un human, not by fopernatutal means. 
He may overtake me by ſurpriſe and in 
a manner of which I have no previous 


erpectation; but he cannot produce 4 


great and notorious effect without ſame 


viſible! agency, however difficult ii may 


be to trace that agency to its abſolute 


author. He cannot, like thoſe inyifible 


perſ onages. who are ſuppoſed from time bj 


to lime to interfere in human affairs, ride 


in the whitlwind, (ſhroud himſelf in 


clouds: and impenetrable darkneſs, and 
ſcatter deſtruction upon the earth from 


his ſecret habitation. Thus it was that 


{ bribed my imagination, and endea- 
voured to perſuade myſelf that my pre- 
ſent unhappineſs originated in a different 
ſource from my former. All evils ap- 
peared trivial to me in compariſon of the 
recolle&ion and perpetuation of my pa- 
rent misfortune. I was little better than 
diſtracted, by the incoherence of my 
ideas to my preſent ſituation, excluding 

Vor. . from 
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from it the machinations of Mr. Falk- 
land, on the one hand; and on the other 
by the horror 1 conceived at the bare poſ- 
ſibility of again encountering his animo- 
ſity, after a ſuſpenſion of many weeks, a 
ſuſpenſion as I had hoped for ever. An 
2 Interval of weeks, was an age to a perſon 
in the calamitous ſituation I had ſo long 
experienced. But, in ſpite of my efforts, 
J could not baniſh from my mind the 
dreadful idea. My original conceptions | 
.of the genius and the perſeverance of 
Mr. Falkland had been ſuch, that I. 
could with difficulty think any thing 
impoſſible to him. I knew not how to 
ſet up my own: opinions of material 
+ cauſes and the powers of the hu man mind, 
as the limits of exiſtence. Mr. Falk 


land had always been to my imagina- 
tion an object of wonder, and that Which 


excites our wonder we ſcarcely ſuppoſe 
= - ourſelves competent to analyſe. 

1. was in this ſtate of mind, and had 
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already been compelled by the ſituation 
of my affairs to meditate the removing 
myſelf to a different reſidence, when a 
new circumſtance occurred, that tended 
in part to diſſipate the miſt which hung 
cover my underſtanding. In reality, no- 
thing at this time appeared more neceſſary 
to me than information. Without ſome 
conception of the cauſe of my preſent 
misfortune, I could neither tell Wwhither 
to remove, nor what precautions my in- 
tereſt obliged me to adopt. I was ſaved 
by the incident to which I allude from 
the neceſſity of proceeding entirely at 
random. 
- returned one > evening FIR a pedeſ- 25 
trian excurſion among the mountains. It 
is probable that my return was ſomewhat 
| ſooner than was uſual with me upon ſimi- 
lar occaſions. Be that as it will, I found 
upon entering the houſe an apartment of 
which I occupied, that it was totally de- 
ſerted of its uſual inhabitants, The wo- 
- - Ts nn 
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man and her children were gone out to 
enjoy the freſhneſs of the breeze. The 
huſband was engaged in his uſual out- 
door occupations, The doors in this 
part of the country were ſecured in the 
day- time only wich a latch. I entered, 
and went into the kitchen of the family. 
Here, as I lookeÞ round, my eyes acci- 
dentally glanced upon a paper lying in 


I was unable to explain, rouſed in me 
a ſtrong ſenſation of ſuſpicion and cu- 
rioſity. I eagerly went towards it, caught 
it up, and found it to be the very paper 
of the WONDERFUL AND SURPRISING 
HISTORY' OF CALEB WILLIAMS, the 
difcovery of which towards the cloſe of 
my refidence in London had produced in 
me ſuch exquiſite pain. 

This diſcovery at once cleared up all 
the myſtery that had hung upon my late 
tranſactions. Abhorred and intolerable 

| certainty ſucceeded to the doubts which 
C 1 . 
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had haunted: my mind. It ſtruck me 


with the rapidity of lightaings I felt a 


ſudden torpor and ſickneſs that pervaded 


every fibre of my frame. 


Was there no hope that begins ths 
me? Was acquittal uſeleſs? Was there 


no period, paſt or in proſpect, that could 


give relief to my ſufferings? Was the 
odious and atrocious falſhood that had 
been invented againſt me, to follow ing 


wherevet 1 went, to ſtrip me of charac- 


ter, to deprive me of the ſympathy and 


good will of mankind, to wreſt from me 
the very bread by which, lile muſt be 
ſuſtained } £2 
For the ſpace ah of half an hour, 
the agony 1 felt from this termination 
to my tranquillity, and the expectation | 
it excited of the enmity which would 
follow me through every retreat, was ſuch | 
as to bereave me of all conſiſtent think» 
ing, much more of the power of coming 


to any reſolution. As ſoon as this gid= 
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dineſs and horror of the mind fublided: | 


and the deadly calm that invaded my 


faculties was no more, one ſtiff and maſ- 


ter gale gained the aſcendancy, and drove 
me to an inſtant deſertion of this late 
cheriſhed retreat. I had no patience to 


enter into remonſtrance and explanation 


with the uninſtructed inhabitants of my 


preſent reſidence. I had ſeen too much 


of the reign of triumphant falſhood to 
have that ſanguine confidence in the ef- 
fects of my innocence, which would have 
ſuggeſted itſelf to the mind of any other 


perſon of my propenſities and my age. 


could not endure the thought of oppoſing 


the venom that was thus ſcattered againſt 
me, in detail, and through its minuter 
particles, If ever it ſhould be neceſſary 


for me to encounter it, if I were pur- 
fued like a wild beaſt till J could no 


longer avoid turning upon my hunters, I 
would then turn upon the true author 


of this unprincipled attack. I would en- 


bs EET counter 
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counter the calumny in its ſtrong hold, 
I would rouſe myſelf to an exertion Ii. 
therto uneſſayed, and, by the firmneſs, 
intrepidity and unalterable conſtancy I 
ſhould diſplay, would yet compel man- 
kind to, believe that Mr. Falkland was 
a ſubornet and a murderer l. 
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I HASTEN to the .conctufion of my 
melancholy ſtory. I began to write ſoon 
after the period to which I have now 
conducted it. This was another reſource 
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that my mind, ever eager in inventing 


means to eſcape from my miſery, ſug- J 


geſted. In my haſte/to withdraw myſelf, 


from the retreat in Wales where firſt the 


certainty of Mr. Falk land's menaces was 
confirmed to me, I left behind me the ap- 
paratus of my ety mological enquiries, and 
the papers I had written upon the ſubject. 


Ibave never been able to perfuade myſelf 


to reſume this burſuit. It is always dil- 


couraging to a man to begin over again 
a laborious talk, and exert bimſelf to re- 
E r cover 


p 4 — 
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CALEB WILLIAMS. £49 | 
cover a poſition: he had already occupied, | 


I knew not how ſoon or abruptly I might 
be driven from any new ſituation; the 


appendages of the ſtudy in which I had 
engaged were too cumbrous for this ſtate 
of dependence and uncertainty ;; they 
only ſerved to give new ſharpneſs, to the 


enmity, of my toc, and new poignancy to 


my hourly-renewing, diſtreſs. Add to 


which, abſtraction ſeemed now too far- 


—— f 
fetched a remedy, and to have too little 
conſonancy with the tumultuous and dif. 


tracted condition of my thoughts. Thus 
I ſuffered the loſs of one conſolation. after 
another, of every thing that was happi- 


neſs, or that had the reſemblance of Ap" 


pineſs. 


The writing of theſe. memoirs. be 
me as a ſource. of avocation for ſeveral 
years. For ſome time 1 had a melan - 
choly latisfaction in it. I was better, 


pleaſed to retrace the particulars of cala- 
miries that had formerly afflicted me, than 


„ to 
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to look forward, as at ates times I was 
00 apt to do, to thoſe by which I migbt 


hereafter be overtaken. I conceived that 
my ſtory faithfully digeſted, would carry 
in it an impreſſion of truth that few men 
would be able to reſiſt ; or at worſt that, 


by leaving it behind me when J ſhould 


no longer continue to exiſt, poſterity 


might be induced to do me juſtice, and, 


ſeeing in my example what ſort of evils. 


. _ are entailed upon mankind by ſociety : as 


it is at preſent conſtituted, might be in- 
clined to turn their attention upon the 


— fountain, from which ſuch bitter waters 


- have been accuſtomed to flow. But: theſe. 


motives have diminiſhed in. their in- 
fluence. 1 have contracted a kind of 
| loathing for life and all its appendages. 


Writing, which was at firſt a pleaſure, is 
changed into a burthen. 1 wall com- - 
preſs into a ſmall compaſs what remains 
to be told. n „ ' 
I diſcovered, not long after the ſa 
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of wich Lam ſprang the preciſe cue 


of the reverſe I had experienced in my. 


reſidence in Wales, and, included in that 


cauſe, what it was I had to look for in; 


my future adventures. Mr. Falkland | 
had taken the infernal Gines into his pay, 


a man critically qualified for the ſervice: 
in which he was now. engaged, by the un- 


feeling brutality of his temper, by his- 
habits of mind at» once; audacious and. 


artful, and by the peculiar animoſity and 


vengeance he had conceived againſt me. 
The employment to which this man was 
hired, was that of following me from place 


to place, blaſting my reputation, and pre- 


venting me from the chance, by conti- 


nuing long in one reſidence, of acquiring 
a character of integrity, chat ſhould give 

new weight to any accuſation I might at 
a future time be induced to prefer. He 


had come to the ſeat. of my reſidence 
with the bricklayers and labourers I have 
mentioned; and, while he took care to 
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keep out of fight fo far as related to me, 


was "induſtrious im diſſeminating thar 


which, in the eye of the world; ſeemed! 
to amount to a demonſtratiom of tlie pro- 

fligacy and-deteſtableneſs of my eharac- 
ter. It was, no doubt, from him that 
the deteſted ſerol had been proc red, 


which 1 had fond in my habitation im- 


mediately prior co my quieting it. Im all 
this Mr. Falkland, reaſoning upon his 
princi iples, was. only employing à neceſ- 
fary precaution. There was fomething 
in the temper of his mind that impreſſed | 
him with averfion to the idea of violently | 
putting an end to my exiſtence; at the 
ſame time that unfortunately he could 
never deem himſelf ſufficiently ſecured 
againſt my recrimination, ſo long as I re- 


mained alive. As to the. fact of Gines 


being retained by him for this tremen- 


dous purpoſe, he by no means deſired 
- that it ſhould become generally known; 


but neither did he look upon the poſſi- 
bility 
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bility: of its being known with terror. Ie ; 


was already too notorious for his wiſhes, 


that I had advanced the moſt odious 


charges agalnſt him. If he regarded me 
wich abhorrence as the great adverſary of, 
his fame, thoſe perſons who had had o- 


caſion to be at all acquainted with, our 
hiſtory; did not entertain Jeſs abhorrence | 
againſt me for my own ſake. If they 


ſhould at any time know the pains he 


exerted in cauſing my evil reputation to 


follow me, they would conſider. it as an 


act of impartial juſtice, perhaps as a ge- 


nerous anxiety to prevent other men from 


being (impoſed; HPO ang injured, as ber 1 


had been, 0 
What expedient.» was 45 to 1 for 


the purpoſe of counteracting the medi- 


tated and barbarous prudence, which was 


| thus deſtined in all changes of ſcene to 


deprive me of the benefits and conſola- 


tions of human ſociety ? There was one 


ox pedient againſt which I was abſolutely 
determined , 
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ddtermined; 55 diſguiſe. I had n 
ſo many mortifications and ſuch. intole- 
rable reſtraint when 1 had formerly had 
recourſe to it, it was aſſociated in my 
memory with ſenſations of ſuch acute 
anguiſh, that my mind was thus far en- 
ttrely convinced: Life was not worth 
purchaſing at ſo bigh à price! But, 
though in this reſpect I was wholly re- 
ſolved, there was another point that did 
not appear to me ſo material; and in 
which therefore T was willing to accom- 
modate myſelf to circumſtances. I was 
contented, if that would inſure my peace; 
do ſubmit to the otherwiſe unmanly ex- 
pegient of paſſing by a different name. 
But the change of my name, the 
abruptneſs with which I removed from 
palace to place, the remoteneſs and the 
_ obſcurity which J propoſed to myſelf in 
the choice of my abode, were all infuf- 
ficient to elude the fagacity of Gines, or 
che oareleating. SONY" with” which 
| ; Mr. 
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Mr. Falkland incited my tormentor to 
purſue me. Whitherſoever I, removed 
myſelf, it was not long before I had occa- 
ſion to perceive this deteſted adverſary: 
in my rear, No words can enable me to, 
do juſtice to the ſenſations which this cir- 
cumſtance produced in me: It was like, 
what has. been deſcribed of the eye of 
omniſcience purſuing the guilty ſinner, 


and darting a ray that awakens him to 


new ſenſibility, at the very moment that 
otherwiſe exhauſted. nature would lull, 
him into a temporary, oblivion of the re-. 
05 proaches of his conſcience. Sleep fled; | 
from my eyes. No-walls could hide me. 
from the diſcernment of this. hated: foe.. 
Every. where his induſtry was unwearied. 
to create for me new diſtreſs. Reſt 1 
had none: relief. I. had none: never 
could I count upon an inſtant” s ſecurity : - 
never could I wrap. myſelf i in the ſhroud. 
of oblivion. The minũtes in which I. 
dud. not t actually perceive him, were con- 
taminated 
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tumigated and: blaſted with the certain 
expectation of his ſpeedy interference: In 
my firſt retreat I had paſſed a few weeks 
of deluſive tranquillity, but never after 
was T happy enough to attain ſo much as 
that ſhadowy gratification. I ſpent ſome 
years in this dreadful viciſſitude of pain. 
My ſenſations at bortain-periode/as amount» 
, On NT gon bling 
I purſued in every ae ert indes 
the conduct I had adopted at firſt,” I de- 
termined 1 never to enter into a conteſt of 
accuſation and defence with the execrable 
| Gines. If I could have ſubmitted to it in 
other reſpects, what purpoſe would it an 
ſwer'? I ſhould have but an imperfect and 
mutilated ſtory to tell. This ſtory had 
ſucceeded: with perſons already prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in my favour by perſonal intereourſe; 
but could it ſucceed with ſtrangers? It 
had ſucceeded ſo long as J was able to 
huüde myſelf from my purſuers;ʒ but could 


it ere now that this appeared im- 
* ö . practicable, 
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patticable; ak; that they proceeded by 
arming againſt me a whole wien at 


nn 6 


It is inconceivable: the. mib that 


his kind of exiſtence included. Why: 
| ſhould, J inſiſt upon ſuch aggravations as 


hunger, beggary and external wretched- 
neſs? Theſe were an inevitable conſe- 


quence. It was by the- deſertion of 


mankind that, in each ſucceſſive inſtance, 


I was made acquainted with my fate. 


Delay in ſuch a moment ſerved but to 


increaſe de eri; ad, "when 4. fla. 


meagreneſs and penury were the ordi- 
nary attendants of my courſe. But this 

was a ſmall conſideration. Indignation 
at one time, and unconquerable perſe- 
verance at another, fuſtained me where 
humanity, left to itſelf, mou pe 
have ſunk. N ? We > | 
It has already appeared on was 160 
of a temper to endure calamity without 
* * % means I could 
de vile. 
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deviſe, to elude and nh! Wee 'Recol- 


lecting, as I was babitvated to do, the 


various projects by which my ſituation 
could be meliorated, the queſtion occur= - } 
red to me: Why ſhould I be haraſſed 


by the purſuit of this Gines d Why, man 
to man, may I not by the powers of my 
mind attain the aſcendancy over him? 
At preſent he appears to be the perſecu: 


tor and · I the perſecuted: is not this dif. 
ference the mere creature of the imagi - 
nation ? May I not employ my ingenuity 
to vex hit with difficulties, and laugh at 


10 the endleſs NO to en Ho! gy be I 


condemned 21 K 2 
Alas, this is a e e u ak 


at caſe! It is not the perſecution; but 
the cataſtrophe which is annexed to it, 
that makes the difference between the 


tyrant and the ſufferer | In mere corpo- 


ral exertionthe hunter perhaps is upon a 
level with the miſerable animal he p pur- 
ſues But could it be forgotten by either . 
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of us; that at every ſtage Gn was to 


gratify his malignant paſſions by diſſemi- 
nating charges of the moſt infamous na- 
ture and exciting againſt me tlie abhor- 
rence of every honeſt boſom, while I was 


to ſuſtain the ſtill-repeated annihilation 
of my peace, my character and my bread?” 


Could I by any refinement of reaſon 
convert this dreadful ſeries into ſport? 


I bad no philoſophy that qualified me 


for ſo extraordinary an effort. If under 
other circumſtances I could even have 


entertained ſo ſtrange an imagination 1 


was reſtrained in the preſent inſtance 
by the neceſſity of providing for myſelf 
the means of ſubſiſtence, and the fetters 
which through that neceflity the forms 
of human ſociety gu 1 wy ex- 


| ertions. 8 5 1 


In one of thoſe changes ak; Br LEON 
to which my miſerable fate repeatedly 
compelled me, I met, upon a road'which . 


1 was obliged. to traverſe, the friend 


5 ; 
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of my youth, my earlieſt and beſt * 
loved friend, the venerable Collins. It 
was one of thoſe misfortunes which 
ſerved to accumulate my diſtreſs, that 
this man had quitted the iſland of Great 
Britain only a very few weeks before 
_ that fatal reverſe of fortune, which had 
ever ſince purſued me with unrelenting 
eagerneſs, Mr. Falkland, in addition to 
the large eſtate he poſſeſſed in England, 
had a very valuable plantation in che 
| Weſt Indies. This property had been 
greatly miſmanaged by the perſon who 
had the direction of it on the ſpot; and, 
after various promiſes and evaſions on 
his part „ which, however they might ſerve 
to beguile the patience of Mr. Falkland, 
had been attended with no falutary Mats, 
it was reſolved that Mr. Collins ſhould 
g0 over in perſon to rectify. the abuſes | 
which had ſo long prevailed. There had 
even been ſome idea of his refiding ſeve- 
ral years, if not ſettling ha pep the. 
PRI 
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plantation. From that hour to the pre- 
ſent I had never received the lmalteſt in- 
telligence reſpecting him. 

Thad always conſidered the eiu 
ſtance of his critical abſence as one of my 
ſevereſt misfortunes. Mr. Collins had 
been one of the firſt perſons, even in the 


period of my infancy, to. conceive hopes 


of me as of ſomething above the com- 
mon ſtandard, and had contributed more 


than any other to encourage and aſſiſt my 


juvenile ſtudies. He had been the exe- 


cutor of the little property of my father, 


who had fixed upon him for that purpoſe 5 
in conſideration of the mutual affetion_ 
that exiſted between us; and 1 ſeemed: 


on every account to have more claim 


upon his protection than upon that of | 
any other human being. I had always 
believed that, had he been preſent in the 


criſis of my fortune, he would have felt 


conviction of my innocence; and, con- 
vinced himſelf, would by means of the 


5 | venerable. 
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venerableneſs and energy of his charac 
ter have interpoſed ſo effectually, as to 
have ſaved me the greater part of my 
ſubſequent misfortunes, 

No fight therefore could give me a 
Purer delight than that which noy pre- 
ſented itſelf to my eyes. It was ſome time 
however before either of us recogniſed 

the perſon of the other. Ten years had 
- elapſed fince our laſt interview. Mr. 
Collins Jopked much older than he had 
done at that period, in addition to which 
he was in his preſent appearance pale, 
ſickly and thin. Theſe unfavourable ef- 
fects had been produced by che change 
of climate, particularly trying to perſons 
in an advanced period. of lite. Add to | 
which, l ſuppoſed him to be. at that mo- 
ment in the Weſt Indies. I was probably 
as much altered in the period that had 2 
clapſed as he had been. I was the firſt. 1 
P 


© 8 recollect him. He was on hor ſcback ; 
| Ton foot. 1 had N bim to o paſs 1 
| . "WE. 
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me. "Tak a moment. the full idea of his 


he was ruſhed upon my mind; I ran; 1 
called with an impetuous voice; 1 was 


unable to reſtrain the vehemence of my 


emot 10NS. 


The ardour of my feelings güte 4 


my uſual tone of ſpeaking, Which other- 
wiſe Mr. Collins would infallibly have 
recogniſed. His ſight was already dim ; 


he pulled up his horſe till I ſhould overs 


take him; and then ſaid, Who are Jou: 5 
I do not know you. 


My farher ! exclaimed I, embracing 7 
one of his knees with fervour and delight, z 


I am your fon! once your little Caleb, 

whom you a thouſand times loaded with 

your kindneſs! : 
The unexpected repetition of my name 


gave a kind of ſhuddering emotion to 


my friend, which was however checked 
by his age, and the calm and benevolent 
philoſophy that formed one of the moſt 
conſpi picuous oL his habits, 
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1 1195 not expect to ſee You! ! replied 
be = did r 
My beſt, my oldeſt friend! anforered 


4, refoeh * blending itſelf with. my im- 


patience, Do not fay ſo! I have not a 
Friend aby where) in the whole world, but 
you! lu you atleaſt let me find ſympathy 
and e bprocal affection! kf you knew 
how xioufly I have thought of you du 
ning ihe whole period of your abſence, 


vou would not thus grievouſly diſappoint 


me in your. return ! 


How is it, ſaid Mr. Collins geh, 
that you have been reduced to this for- 


lorn condition! 5 Was i it not the inevitable 


conſequence of your own actions? 

The actions of others, not mine ! Does 
not your heart tell you, that I am inno- 
cent! A 

No. My Ober varia of your OY 
character taught me that you would be 


8 extraordinary, But unhappily all extra- 


ordinary men are not. good men; that 
ſeems 


I 
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ſank to be a lottery, dependent on cir- 


cumſtances apparently the moſt trivial. 


Will you hear my juſtification? I am 
as ſure as I am of my exiſtence that 10 can 
convince you of my purity. Tt 

Certainly, if you require it, I will hear | 
you. But that muſt not be juſt now. I 
could have been glad to decline it wholly. 
At my age I am not fit for the ſtorm, 
and I am not ſo ſanguine as you ig my 
expectation of the reſult. Of what would 
you convince me? That Mr. Falkland | 
is a ſuborner and a murderer ? 

I made no anſwer. My ſilence was an 
488690 to this queſtion. | 

And what benefit will reſult from this 
conviction ? I have known you a promi- 
ſing boy, whoſe character might turn to 
one ſide or the other as events ſhould de- 
cide. I have known Mr. Falkland in 
his maturer years, and bave always ad- 
mired: him as the living model of libera- 
lity and goodneſs. If you could change 

Vor. III. N ä 
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all my ideas, and ſhow me that there Was 
no criterion by which vice might be pre- 


vented from being miſtaken for virtue, 
what benefit would ariſe from that? I 
muſt part with all my interior conſola- 
tion, and all my external connections. 

And for what? What is it you propoſe? 
The death of Mr. Falkland hy the hands 


of the hangman? 


No. I will not hurt a alle of ws e 


unleſs compelled to it by a principle of 


defence. But ſurely you owe me juſtice? 
What Juſtice : The juſtice, of pro- 


claiming your innocence ? Yo know 
what conſequences are annexed to that 


But I do not believe I ſhall find you in- 


nocent, If you even Tucceed in perplex- 
ing my underſtanding, you will not ſuc- 


ceed in enlightening it. Such is the ſtate 


of mankind, that innocence when in- 


volved in circumſtances of ſuſpicion can 
ſcarcely ever make out a demonſtration 


of its purity, and guilt can often make 
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us feel an inſurmountable reluctance to 
the pronouncing it guilt, Meanwhile 
for the purchaſe of this uncertainty I 
muſt ſacrifice all the remaining comforts 
of my life. I believe Mr. Falkland to 


be virtuous, but I know him to be preju- 
diced. He would never forgive me even 
this accidental parley, if by any means 
he ſhould come to be acquainted with it. | 
"Oy argue not the conſequences that 


are poſſible to reſult! anſwered I impa- 

tiently. I have a right to your kind- 

neſs; I have a right to your affiſtance! 
You have them. 


any proceſs of examination you cam have 
them entire, You know my habits of 
thinking. I regard you as vicious; but 
I do not conſider the vicious as proper 
objects of indignation and ſcorn. 
ſider you as a machine: you are not con- 


ſtituted, I am afraid, to be greatly uſe- . 
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You have them to 
a certain degree; and it is not likely by 


I con- 
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Ful to your fellow men; but you did not 
make yourſelf; you are juſt what cir- 
cumſtances irreſiſtibly compelled you to 
be. I am ſorry for your ill properties; 
but U entertain no enmity againſt. you, 
nothing but benevolence. Conſidering 
you in the light in which 1 at preſent 
_ conſider you, I am ready to contribute 
every ching in my power to your real ad- 
vantage, and would gladly aſſiſt you, if I 
knew how, in detecting and extirpating 
the errors that have miſled you. You 
AH have diſappointed me, but I have no 8. 
| proaches to utter: it is more neceflary 
for me to fee] compaſſion for you, than 
that I ſhould accumulate your misfortune 
by my cenſures. * P 
What could 1 ſay to ſuch a man as 
this? Amiable, incomparable man! Ne- 
ver was my mind more painfully divided 
than at that moment. The more he ex- 
cited my admiration, the more imperi- 
ouſly 
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ouſly did my heart command me, what- 
ever were the price it ſhould coſt, to ex- 
tort his friendſhip. I was perſuaded that 
fevere- duty required of him, that he 
| ſhould reject all perſonal conſiderations, 
that he ſhould proceed reſolutely to the 
inveſtigation of the truth, and that, if he 
found the reſult terminating in my fa- 
vour, he ſhould reſign all his advantages, 
and, deſerted as I was by the world, 
make a common cauſe, and endeavous 
to compenſate the general injuſtice. But 
was it for me to force this conduct upon 
him, if, now in his declining years, his 
own fortitude hrunk from it? Alas, nei- 
ther he nor 1 foreſaw the dreadful cata- 
ſtrophe that was ſo cloſely impending !: 
Otherwiſe I am well aſſured, that no ten- 
derneſs for his remaining tranquillity; 
would have withheld him from a com- 
pliance with my wiſhes! On the other 
hand, could I pretend to know what evils, 
| "Mz - _ 
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might reſult to him from his declaring 
himſelf my advocate? Might not his in- 
tegrity be brow-beaten-.and defeated as 
mine had been ? Did the imbecility of 
his grey hairs afford no advantage to my 
terrible adverſary in the conteſt ? Might 
not Mr. Falkland reduce him to a con- 
dition as wretched ' and” low as mine ? 
After all, was it not vice in me to deſire 
to involve another man as my champion? 
If he could protect me, had I not yet 
energy and wiſdom and conſcious purity 

enough to protect myſelf? 4 
Influenced by theſe conſiderations, I 
afſented to his views. I aſſented to be 
thought hardly of by the man in the 
world whoſe eſteem I moſt ardently de- 
fired, rather than involve him in poſſible 
calamity, I affented to the reſigning 
what appeared to me at that moment as 
the laſt nen comfort of my life, 
A OE: upon the AR of which, 
„% 
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while I ſurrendered it, my mind dwelt | 
with undeſcribable longings. Mr. Col- 
lins was deeply affected with the appa- 


rent ingenuouſneſs with which I expreſſed 


my feelings. The ſecret ſtruggle of his 


mind was, Can this be hypocriſy? The 


individual with whom 1 am conferring, 


if virtuous, is one of the moſt diſintereſt- 
edly virtuous perſons in the world. We 


tore ourſelves from each other. Mr. 
Collins promiſed, as far as he was able, 
to have an eye upon my viciſſitudes, and 


to aſſiſt me in every reſpect that was con- 
ſiſtent with a juſt recollection of conſe- 
quences. Thus I parted as it were with 
my right arm; and voluntarily conſent- 


ed, thus maimed and forlorn, to encoun- 
ter all the evils that were yet in ſtore for 
me. | 


This is the lateſt event, which at pre- 
ſent I think it neceſſary to record. I 
en doubtleſs hereafter have further oc- 


by BB \ Na4 caſion 
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 eafion to take up the pen. Great and 


unprecedented as my ſufferings have 
been, J feel intimately perſuaded that 
there are worſe ſufferings in ftore for me. 
What myſterious cauſe is it, that enables 
me to write this, and not to periſh under | 
the hot rihle apprehenſion! ! i 


* 
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CHAP. xv. 


It is as I foreboded. The preſage with 
which I was viſited was prophetic. I. 


am now to record a new and terrible re- 


volution of my fortune and my mind. 
Having made experiment of various fitu-- 
ations with one uniform reſult, I at- 
length determined to remove myſelf, if 
poſſible, from the reach of my perſecutor, 
by going into voluntary baniſhment from 
my native ſoil. It ſeems this ſlender 
conſolation was to be denied me by the 


ine xorable Falkland. At the time that“ 


the project was formed, I was at no great 


diſtance from the eaſt coaſt of the ifland,. 


and I reſolved to take ſhip at Harwich: 


and paſs immediately into Holland.  F 
zecordingly repaired to that place, and. 


_—__ went 


n 
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went almoſt as ſoon as 1 arrived to the 
port. But there was no veſſel perfectiy 
3 to ſail. I left the port, and with- 
drew to an inn, where after ſome time 1 
retired to a chamber. I was ſcarcely 
there before the door of the room was 
opened, and the man whoſe countenance 
vas of all others moſt hateful to my eyes, 
Gines, entered the apartment. He ſhut 
the door as ſoon as he entered. 
TVoungſter, ſaid he; L have a little pri- 
vate intelligence to communicate to you. 
I come as a friend, and that I may fave: 
you a labour-in-vain trouble. If you 
conſider what I have to ſay in that light, 
it will be the better for you. It is my 
| buſineſs now, do you ſee, for want of a 
better, to ſee that you do not break out 
of bounds. Not that I much matter 
having one man for my employer, or 


+ dancing attendance after another's heels; 


but I have a ſpecial kindneſs for you, 
for ſome good turns that you wot of, and 
8 therefore 
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cherefore I do, not ſtand upon ceremio- 
nies! You have led me a very pretty 
round already; and, out of the love 1 
bear you, you ſhall lead me as much 
further, if you will, But beware the ſalt 
ſeas ! They are out of my orders. You 
are a priſoner at preſent, and I believe atl 
your life will remain ſo. Thanks to the 
milk- and- water ſoftneſs of your former 
maſter ! If 1 had the ordering of theſe 
things, it ſhould go with you in ano- 
ther faſhion. - As long as you think pro- 
per, you are a priſoner within the rules; 
and the rules with which: the foft-heatted: 
ſquire indulges you, are all England, 
Scotland and Wales. But you are not 
to go out of theſe climates. . The ſquire 
is determined you ſhall never paſs the 
reach of his diſpoſal, He has therefore 
given orders that, whenever you attempt 
ſo to do, you ſhall be converted from a 
priſoner at large to a priſoner in good 
_ earneſt, A friend of mine followed you 
N 5 juſt: 
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juſt now to the harbour; I was within call; 
and, if there had been any appearance of 
your ſetting your foot from land; we 
ſhould have been with you in atrice, and 
laid you faſt by the heels. I would adviſe | 
you for the future to keep at a proper 55 
diſtance from the ſea, for fear of the worſt. 
You ſee 1 tell you all this for your good. 
For my part I ſhould be better ſatisfied, if 
you were in limbo, with a rope about 
your neck, and a comfortable bird's eye 
proſpect to the gallows: but I do as lam 
directed; and fo good night to you! 

Ib be intelligence thus conveyed to me 
_ occaſioned an inftantaneous revolution in 
both my intellectual and animal ſyſtem, 


I diſdained to anſwer or take the fmalleſt 
| j notice of the fiend by whom it was de- 


livered. It it is now three days ſince J re- 
ceived it, and from that moment to the 
preſent my blood has been in a perpetual 
ferment, My thoughts wander from one 
tea of horror to another with incredible 
N . * 
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rapidity. I have had no fleep. I have 


* 3 


ſcarcely remained in one poſture for a 
minute together. It has been with the 


utmoſt difficulty that I have been able to 
command myſelf far enough to add a 


few pages to my ſtory. But uncertain as 


I am of the events of each ſucceeding 


hour, I determined to force myſelf to 


the performance of this taſk. All is 
not right within me. How it will ter- 


minate God knows. I ſometimes fear 
that 1 ſhall be wholly deſerted of wy 


reaſon. - 


| What—dark, able unfetling, 


unrelenting tyrant !—is it come to this? 


When Nero and Caligula ſwayed the 
Roman ſceptre, it was a fearful thing to 
offend theſe bloody rulers. The empire 


had already ſpread itſelf from climate to 


climate, and from ſea to ſea, If their 
unhappy victim fled to the riſing of the 


ſun, where the luminary of day ſeems 
to us s firſt. to aſcend from the waves of 
* 
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the ocean, the power of. che tyrant was 
fill behind him, If be withdrew to the 
welt, to Heſperian darkneſs, and the 
ſhores of - barbarian Thule, {till he was 
not ſafe from his gore-drenched foe.— 
Falkland ! art thou the offspring in whom 

the lineaments of theſe tyrants are faith- 

fully preſerved > Was the world with all 

its climates made in vale for mb help- 

„ _ an victim? ui: 
| 7 Wemblel 

Tyrants 1 trembled creat 
"ad whole armies of their Janiſſaries! 

What ſhould make thee inacceſſible to 
my fury ?—No, L will uſe no daggers ! 
I will unfold a tale— ! I will ſhow thee 
for what thou art to the world; and all 
the men that live ſhall confeſs my truth ! 
D —PDidf{t thou imagine that I was alcoge-- 
_ | ther paſſive, a mere worm, organized to 
feel ſenſations of pain, but no emotion of 
reſentment? Didſt tliou imagine that 
there was no danger in inflicting on me 
pains 
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pains however great, miſeries however 
dreadful? Didſt thou believe me impo- 


tent, imbecil and ideot- like, with no un- 
derſtanding to contrive thy ruin, an no 


energy to: perpetrate it? 
Iwill tell a tale! The e of che 


nature in univerſal uproar (ball not inter- 
rupt me! I will ſpeak with a voice more 
fearful than thunder Why ſhould I be 


: able motive ? I am under no proſecution: 
| now ! I ſhall not now appear to be en- 
. deavouring to remove a, criminal indict- 
1 ment from myſelf, by throwing it back. 
c on its author !—Shall I regret the ruin 
i that will overwhelm thee ! Too long have 
1 WW 1 been tender-hearted and forbearing ! 
es: What benefit has ever reſulted. from my. 
to miſtaken clemency? There is no evil 
of thou haſt ſcrupled to accumulate” upon 
at me! Neither will I be more ſcrupulous ! | 
1 Thou haſt ſhown no mercy ; and thou 


ins ; ſhalt 


country ſhall hear me! The elements of 


ſuppoſed to ſpeak from any diſhonour- 
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ſhalt receive none !—I muſt be calm 
Bold as a lion, yet eollected! 


This is a moment pregnant with fate. 


1 know—H think I know—that I will be j 
triumphant, and cruſh my ſeemingly om- 


nipotent foe. But ſhould it be other- + 


wiſe, at leaſt he ſhall not be every way 


ſucceſsful. His fame ſhall not be im- 


mortal as he thinks. Theſe papers ſhalk 


preſerve the truth: they ſhall one day be 


publiſhed, and them the world ſhall do 


juſtice on us both. Recollecting that, 1 
ſhall not die wholly without conſolation. 
It is not to be endured that falſhood and 
tyranny ſhould reign-far ever. 

How impotent are the precautions of 
mam againſt the eternally exiſting laws- 
of the intellectual world? This Falk- 


land has invented againſt me every ſpe- 
. cies of foul accuſation, He has hunted: 


me from city to city, He has drawn: 
his lines of circumvallation round me. 


that [ may not. eſcape. He has kept bis 
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ſcenters of human prey for ever at my 
heels. He may hunt me out of the 


world. — In vain ! With this engine, this 
little pen J defeat all his machinations; 
I ftab him in the very point he was moſt 
ſolicitous to defend! 

Collins! I now addreſs myſelf to you. 


1 have confented that you ſhould yield 

me no aſſiſtance in my preſent terrible 
ſituation. I am content to die rather 
than do any thing injurious to your feli- 


city. But remember. you are my fa- 
ther ſtill! 1 conjure you, by all the love 
you ever bore me, by the benefits you 
have conferred on me, by the forbear- 


ance and kindneſs towards you that now 
penetrates my foul, by my innocence 


for, if theſe be the laſt words I ſhall ever 
write, I die proteſting my. innocence !— 


by all theſe or whatever tie more ſacred 


has influence on -your ſoul, I conjure 
you, liſten to my laſt requeſt ! Preſerve 
theſe papers from deſtruction, and pre- 


ſerve 
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| ſerve them from Falktand ! It is all 1 
aſk ! I have taken care to provide a ſafe 
mode of conveying them into your poſ- 
ſeſſion! and I have a firm confidence, 
which I will not ſuffer to depart from 
me, that they will- one day find their. 
way to the public! | 
The pen lingers in my trembling Ga 
gers! Is there any thing I have left un- 
ſaid ?—The contents of the fatal trunk 
from which all my misfortunes originated, 
I have never been able to aſcertain, I 
once thought it contained ſome mur- 
derous inſtrument or, relique conne&ed 
with the fate of the unhappy Tyrrel. I 
am now perſuaded that the ſecret it in · 
cloſes is a faithful narrative of that and 
its concomitant tranſactions, written by 
Mr. Falkland, and reſerved in caſe of 
the worſt, that, if by any unforeſeen event 
his guilt ſhould come to be fully diſ- 
cloſed, it might contribute to redeem 
the wreck of his reputation. But the 
| truth 
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truth or the falſhood of this conjecture 
is of little moment. If Falkland ſhalt 
never be detected to the ſatisfaction of 
che world, ſuch a narrative will probably 
never ſee the ligbt. In that caſe this 
ſtory of mine may amply, leverely * 
date ſupply its place. 

I know not what it is that renders me 
thus ſolemn. | I have a ſecret foreboding 
as if I ſhould never again be maſter of 
myſelf. If I ſucceed in what I now medi- 
tate reſpecting Falkland, my precaution 
in the diſpoſal of theſe papers will have 
been unneceffary; I ſhall no longer be 
reduced to artifice and evaſion. If I fail, 


the precaution will . to be vilelp | 
choſen, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


ALL is over, I have carried into ex- 
ecution my meditated attempt. My fitua- 


tion is totally changed ; 1 now fit down 
to give an account of it. For ſeveral 
weeks after the completion of this dread- 


ful buſineſs, my mind was in too tumul- 
tuous a ſtate to permit me to write. 1 
think I ſhall now be able to arrange my 
thoughts ſufficiently for that purpoſe. 


Great God! how wondrous, how terri- 


ble are the events that have intervened 
ſince I was laſt employed in a ſimilar 


manner ! It is no wonder that my thoughts 
were ſolemn, and my mind filled with 


horrible forebodings !. 
Having formed my reſolution, 1 ſe out 


from Harwich for the metropolitan town 
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of the county in which Mr. Falkland re- 
ſided. Gines 1 well knew was in my 
rear. That was of no conſequence. to 
me. He might wonder at the direction 
1 purſued, but he could not tell with 
what purpoſe I purſued it. My deſign 
was a ſecret carefully locked up in my 
own breaſt. It was not without a ſenti- 
ment of terror that I entered a town 
which had been the ſcene of my long im- 
priſonment. I proceeded to the houſe of 
the chief magiſtrate the inftant I arrived, 
that I might give no time to my adver- 
ſary to counterwork my proceeding. 
I cold him who I was, and that I was 
come from a diſtant part of the kingdom 
for the purpote of rendering him the 
medium of a charge of murder againſt 
my former maſter. My name was al- 
ready familiar to him. He anſwered that 
he could not take cognizance of my de- 
| poſition, that I was an object of univer- 
ſal execration in that part of the world, 
. and | 
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of the county in which Mr. F. alkland re- 


ſided. Gines 1 well knew was in my 


rear. That was of no conſequence to 
me. He might wonder at the direction 


I purſued, but he could not tell with 


what purpoſe I purſued it. My deſign 
was a ſecret carefully locked up in my 


own breaſt. It was. not without a ſenti- 
ment of terror that I entered a town 


which had been the ſcene of my long im- 
priſonment. I proceeded to the houſe of 
the chief wagiltrate the inſtant I arrived, 
that I might give no time to my adver- 


ſary to counterwork my proceeding. 


I told him who I was, and that I was 
come from a diſtant part of the kingdom 


for the purpole of rendering him the 
metlium of a charge of murder againſt 
my former maſter. My name was al- 


ready familiar to him. He anſwered that 


he could not take cognizance of my de- 


poſition, that I was an object of univer- ; 


ſal execration in that part of the world, 
and 
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and he was determined upon no account 
to be the vehicle of my depravity. © 
I warned him to conſider well what he 
was about. I called upon him for no fa- 
vour; I only applied to him in the regular 
exerciſe of his function. Would he take 
upon him to ſay that he had a right at 
his pleaſure to ſuppreſs a-charge of this 
complicated nature? I had to accuſe Mr. 
Falkland of repeated murders. The per- 
petrator Knew that I was in poſſeſſion, of 
the truth upon the ſubje& ; and know- 
ing that, I went perpetually in danger of 
my life from his malice and revenge. I 
was determined to go through with the 
buſineſs, if juſtice were to be obtained 
from any court in England. Upon what 
pretence did he refuſe my depoſition ? 1 
was in every reſpect a competent witneſs. 
I was of age to underſtand the nature of 
an oath; I was in my perfect ſenſes; I 
was untarniſhed by the verdict of any 
Jury, or the ſentence of any judge. His 
private 


Ls 
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private opinion of my character could 
not alter the law of the land. I demand 
ed to be confronted with Mr. Falkland, 
and I was well aſſured I ſhould ſubſtan-· 
tiate the charge to the ſatisfaction of 
the whole world. If he did not think 
proper to apprehend him upon my fingle 
_ teſtimony, I ſhould be ſatisfied if he only 
ſent him notice of the charge and ſum· 
moned him to appear. 

The magiſtrate, finding me thus * 
late, thought proper a little to lower his 
tone. He no longer abſolutely refuſed 
to comply with my requiſition, but con- 
deſcended to expoſtulate with me. He 
repreſented to me Mr. Falkland's health 
which had for ſome years been exceed- 
ingly indifferent, his having been once 
already brought to the moſt. ſolemn ex- 
amination upon this charge, the diabolical 
malice in which alone my proceeding 
muſt have originated, and the tenfold 
ruin it would bring down upon my own 

head, 


— 
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head. * To all theſe repreſentations my 
anſwer was ſhort. © I was determined 
to go on, and would abide the conſe- 


quences.” A ſummons was at length 
granted, and notice ſent to Mr. Falk- 


land of the charge preferred: WN 
buns?” 

Three days elapſed before any 2D 
ſtep could be taken in this buſineſs; 


This interval in no degree contributed 


to tranquilliſe my mind, The thought 


of preferring a capital accuſation againſt, 
and haſtening the death of ſuch a man 
as Mr. Falkland, was by no means an 


opaate to reflection. At one time I com- 
mended the action, either as juſt revenge 


(for the benevolence of my nature was 


in a great degree turned to gall), or as ne- 


ceſſary ſelf-defence, or as that which in 


an impartial and philanthropical eſtimate 
included the ſmalleſt evil. At another 
time I was haunted with doubts. But in 


ſpike of theſe variations of ſentiment, I 


„ uniformly 
5 „„ 
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uniformly determined to perfiſt ; I felt 
as if impelled by an unconquerable ne- 
ceſſity. The conſequences were ſuch as 
might well appal the ſtouteſt heart. 
Either the ignominious execution of a 
man whom I had once ſo deeply vene- 
rated, and whom now I ſometimes ſuſ- 
pected not to be without his claims to 
veneration; or a confirmation, perhaps 
an increafe, of the calamities I had fo 
long endured. Yet theſe preferred to a 
ſtate of uncertainty. I deſired to know 
the worſt; to put an end to the hope, 
however faint, which had been ſo long 
my torment ; and above all to exhauſt and 
finiſh the catalogue of expedients that 
were within my diſpoſition. My mind 
was worked up to a ſtate little ſhort of 
frenzy. My body was in a burning 
ſever with the agitation of my thoughts. 
When I laid my hand upon my boſom 
or my head, it ſeemed to ſcorch them 
with the fervency of its heat. I could 
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not ſit ſtill for a moment. I panted with 
inceſſant deſire that the dreadful criſis 
T had ſo eagerly invoked were come, and 


: were over. 


After an interval of three days 1 met 


Mr. Falkland in the preſence of the ma- 
giſtrate to whom J had applied upon the 


ſubject. I had only two hours notice 
to prepare myſelf, Mr. Falkland ſeem- 
ing as eager as I, to have the queſtion 
brought to a criſis, and laid at reſt for 
ever. I had an opportunity before the 
examination to learn that Mr. Forefter | 
was gone upon ſome buſineſs on an ex- 
curſion to the continent, and that Col- 
lins, whoſe health when I ſaw him was 
in a very precarious ſtate, was at this 
time confined with an alarming illneſs. 
His conſtitution had been wholly broken 
with his Weſt Indian expedition. The 


audience I met at the. houſe of the magi- 
ſtrate conſiſted of ſeveral gentlemen and 
| others ſelected for the Aer the plan 


being, 


55 


CALER WILLIAMS, 291 


being, in ſome reſpects as in the former in- 5 


ſtance, to find a medium between the ſuſ- 


picious air of a private examination, and 


the indelicacy, as it was, ſtyled, of an - 
examination expoſed to the remark: of 
every accidental ſpectator. EI 
I can conceive of no ſhock greater 
than that I received from the fight of 


Mr. Falkland. His appearance on the 


laſt occafion on which we met, had been 
haggard, gholt- like and wild, energy in 
his geſtures, and frenzy i in b/aſpe&. It 
was now the appearance of a corpſe. 
He was brought in in a chair, unable 


to ſtand, fatigued and almoſt deſtroyed 


by the; journey he had juſt taken. His - 


viſage was pa Taree. 6. - . his limbs deſti- 
tute of motion, almoſt of life. His head 
reclined upon his boſom, except that 


now and then he lifted it up and opened 
his eyes with a languid glance, imme- 


diately after which he ſunk back into 
„ "ils - 
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his former apparent inſenſibility. He 
ſeemed not to have three hours to live. 
He had kept his chamber for ſeveral 
| weeks; but the ſummons of the magi- 
ſtrate had been delivered to him at his 
bed-fide ; 5 his orders reſpecting letters 
and written papers being ſo peremptory 
chat no one dared to diſobey them. Up- 
on reading the paper he was ſeized with 
a very dangerous fit; but, as ſoon as he 
| Xecovered, be inſiſted upon being con- 
| veyed with| all practicable expedition to 
the place of appointment. Falkland in 
the moſt helpleſs ſtate was ſtill F alkland, 
firm in command, and capable to extort 
obedience from every one that 1 ane 
ed him. 
What a fight was this to me! Till 
the moment that Falkland was preſented 
to my view, my breaft was ſteeled to 
pity. I thought that I had coolly enter- 
ed into the reaſon of the caſe (paſſion in 
N Kate 4 


CALEB WILLIAMS. 293 


aſtate of ſolemn and omnipotent vehe- 
mence always appears to be coolneſs to 

him in whom it domineers); ; and that I 
had determined 1mpartially and juſtly. 
] believed that, if Mr. Falkland were 
permitted to perſiſt in his ſchemes, we 
muſt both of us be completely wretched. 
I believed that it was in my power, by 


the reſolution I had formed, to throw my 


ſhare of: this wretchedneſs from me, and 
that his could ſcarcely be increaſed. Ir* 
appeared therefore to my mind to be a 
mere piece of equity and juſtice, ſuch as 


an impartial ſpectator would deſire, that 
one perſon ſhould be miſerable in pre- 
ference to two, that one perſon rather 


than two ſhould be incapacitated from 
acting his part, and contributing his 
ſhare to the general good. I thought: 
that in this-buſineſs I had riſen ſuperior 
to perſonal conſiderations, and judged 
with a total neglect of the miſerable ſug- 
geflions of ſelf-regard. It is true Mr. 


Falkland was mortal: but, notwithſtand- Y 
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ing his apparent decay, he might lire 


long. Ought 1 to ſubmit to waſte the 


beſt years of my life in my preſent 


wretched ſituation? He had declared that 
his reputation ſhould be for ever invio- 


late; this was his ruling paſſion, the | 


thought that worked his ſoul to madneſs. 


He would probably therefore leave a le- 


gacy of perſecution to be received byme, 
from the hands of Gines, or fome other 


villain equally atrocious, when he ſhould 
- himſelf be no more. Now or never was 


the time for me to redeem my future 
life from endleſs woe; 5 
But all theſe fine · ſpun reafonings Va- 


| niſhed before the object that was now | | 
prefented to me. Shall I trample upon 


a man thus dreacfully reduced? Shall ] 
point my animoſity againſt one, whom 


the ſyſtem of nature has brought down 
to the grave ? Shall I poiſon, with ſounds 


the moſt intolerable to his ears, the laſt 


moments of a man like Falkland? It is 


9 There muſt have been ſome 
| dr da 


by 
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dreadful miſtake in the train of argu- 
ment, that perſuaded me to be the author 
of this hateful ſcene. There maſt have 
been a better and more magnanimous re- 
medy to the evils under which Lgroaned.” 

It was too late. The miſtake I had 
9 was now gone, paſt all power 
of recal. Here was Falkland ſolemnly 
brought before a magiſtrate to anſwer a 


charge of murder. Here 1 ſtood, hav- 


ing already declared myſelf the author 
of the charge, gravely and ſacredly 
pledged ro ſupport it. This was my ſitu- 
ation; and, thus fituated, I was called 
upon immediately to act. My whole 


frame ſhook. I would eagerly have 


conſented that that moment ſhould have 


been the laſt of my exiftence. I how- | 
ever believed that the conduct now moſt 


indiſpenfibly incumbent on me, was to 


lay the emotions of my ſoul naked be- 


fore my hearers. looked firſt at Mr. 
Falkland, and then at the magiſtrate and 
attendants, and then at Mr. Falkland 


O4 again. 
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again. My voice was Sony with 
uy {-began':- 

Why cannot I recal he four laſt Aim 
of my life? How was it poſſible for me 


to be ſo eager, ſo obſtinate in a purpoſe 


ſo diabolical ? Oh, that I had liſtened to 1 
the expoſtulations of the magiſtrate that 
hears me, or ſubmitted to the well · meant | 
_ deſpotiſm of his authority! Hitherto 1 
have only been miſerable ; henceforth I 
ſhall account myſelf baſe! Hitherto, 
though hardly treated by mankind, I 
ſtood acquitted at the bar of my own con- 
ſcience. I had not filled up the meaſure. 
of my wretchedneſs } a 
Would to God it were poſſible for me 
to retire from this ſcene without uttering 
another word! I would brave the conſe- 
quences— would ſubmit to any imputa- 
tion of cowardice, falſhood and profliga- 
| cy, rather than add to the weight of mit- 
fortune with which Mr. Falkland is 
overwhelmed. But the fituation and. the 
demands of Mr. Falkland himſelf for- 
| | " M0 - 
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bid me. He, in compaſſion for whoſe 
fallen ſtate I would willingly forget every 
intereſt of my own, would compel me to 
accuſe, that he might enter upon his 
juſtification. —T. will confeſs EF ſent F 
ment of my heart. 
No penitence, no anguiſh can expiate 
the folly and the cruelty of this laſt act 
I have perpetrated. - But Mr. Falkland 
well knows affirm it in his preſence - 
how unwillingly I have proceeded to this 
extremity. I have reverenced him; be 
was worthy of reverence: I have loved 


him; he was endowed with i e chat 1 


5 
* 


partook of divine. - 

From the firſt moment 1 ſaw bim, 
I conceived the moſt. ardent adrmira 
tion. He condeſcended to encourage 


me; I attached myſelf to him with all 


the fulneſs of affection. He was anhap- 5 


py; I. exerted myſelf with youthful © gu- — 
riofity to diſcover the ſecret of his woe. - 


This was the beginning of misfortune,” 
8. 9 
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What ſhall I ſay ?—He was TOY 


the murderer of Tyrrel ; he ſuffered tbe 
Hawkinses to be executed, knowing that 
they were innocent, and that. he alone 
was. guilty. After ſucceſſive ſurmiſes, 
after various indiſcretions on my part and 
indications on his, he at length e 
to me at full the fatal tale !_ ; 
Mr. Falkland! I moſt ſolemnly con- 
jure you to recollect yourſelf! Did I ever 
prove myſelf unworthy of your confi- 
dence? The ſecret was a moſt painful | 
burthen to me; it was the extremelt fol- 
ly that led me unthinkingly to, gain pol- 
ſeſſion of it; but I would have died a 
thouſand deaths rather than betray it, Is 
was the jealouſy of your own thoughts, 
and the weight that hung upon your | 
mind, that led you to watch my motions, 
and conceive alarm from every kartiele 
of my conduct. 
You began in e why. did 
vou not continue in confidence? The 
6 N evil 
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evil that reſulted from my original im- 
| prudence, would then have been com- 
paratively little. You threatened me: 
did I then betray you? A word from my 
lips at that time would have freed me 
from your threats for ever. 1 bore them 
for a conſiderable period, and at laſt 
quitted your ſervice, and threw myſelf a 
fugitive upon the world in ſilence. Why 
did you not ſuffer me to depart ? You 
brought me back by ſtratagem and vio- 
lence, and wantonly accuſed me of an 
enormous felony ; did I then mention a. 
ſyllable of the murder, the ſecret of which 
was in my poſſeſſion? | 
Where is the man that has ſuffered 
more from the injuſtice of ſociety than I 
have done? I was accuſed of a villainy 
that my heart abhorred. I was ſent to 
jail, Iwill not enumerate the horrors of 
my priſon, the lighteſt of which would 
make the heart of humanity ſhudder. I 
looked forward to the gallows! Loung 
VVV 
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ambitious, fond of kf, innocent as the 
child unborn, 1 looked forward to the 
gallows ! I believed that one word of re- 
ſolute accuſation againſt my maſter would 
deliver me, yet I was filent, I armed. 
myſelf with patience, uncertain whether 


it were better to accuſe er to die. Did 


this ſhew me a man unworthy to be 
truſted ? | \ Fa 1 
I determined to break out of priſon. 


With infinite difficulty and repeated miſ- 
. carriages I at length effected my purpoſe... 
 Inftantly a proclamation with a hundred 

guineas reward was iſſued for apprehend- 
ing me. I was obliged to take refuge 


among the ſcum of mankind, in the midſt 


of a gang of thieves. I encountered the 


moſt imminent peril of my life when F 


entered into this retreat, and when I 
quitted it. Immediately after, I travelled 
| almoſt the whole length of.the kingdom. 
in poverty and diſtreſs, in hourly danger 
of being retaken. and manacled like a 


felon. 
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felon. I would have fled my country; I. 


vas prevented. I had recourſe to various 


diſguiſes; I was innocent, and yet was 
eompelled to as many arts and ſubter- 

fuges, as could have been entailed on the 
worſt of villains. In London I was as 
much harraſſed and as repeatedly alarmed,.. 
as I had been in my flight through the - 
country. Did all theſe perſecutions per- 

ſuade me to put an end to my filence & 
No: I ſuffered them with patience and 


ſubmiſſion ; I did not make one attempt 


to retort them upon their author. 

I fell at laſt.into the hands of the miſ- 
creants that are nouriſhed. with human 
blood. In this terrible fituation I for 
the firſt. time attempted by turning in- 
former vo. throw the weight from myſelf. 
Happily for: me the London magiſtrate 

likened to my tale with infolent contempt. 


I ſoon. and long repented of my raſh-. 


neſs and rejoiced in my miſcarriage. I 
acknowledge that in various ways Mr. 
1 85 Falkland 
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Falkland ſhewed humanity towards me 
during this period. He would have pre- 
vented my going to priſon at firſt; he 


contributed to my ſubſiſtence during my 


detention; he had no ſhare in the purſuit 
that had been ſet on foot againſt me; he 
at length procured my diſcharge when 
brought forward for trial. But a great 
part of his forbearance was unknown to. 


me; I ſuppoſed him to be my. unrelent-. 
ing purſuer. I. could not forget that, 


whoever heaped calamities on. me in the- 
ſequel, they all orte ge in his forged, 
accuſation, = | 

The proſecution . me A felony. 
was now-at end. Why were not my ſuf- 
ferings permitted to terminate then, and 
Tallowed to hide my weary. head in ſome 
obſcure, yet tranquil retreat ? Had I not 
ſufficiently proved my conſtancy and fi- 
delity ? Would not a compromiſe in this 
fituation have been moſt wiſe and moſt 


ſecur e? But the r eſtleſs and jealous anxi- 


ety. 
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ety 10 Mr. Falkland would not permit 
him to repoſe the leaſt atom of confi 
dence. The only compromiſe that he 
propoſed was, that with my on hand I 
ſhould ſign myſelf a villain. I refuſed 
this propoſal, and have ever ſince been 
driven from place to place, deprived of 
peace, of honeſt fame, even of bread. 
For a long time I perſiſted in the reſolu- 
tion that no emergency ſhould convert 
me into the aſſailant. In evil hour I at 
laſt liſtened to my reſentment and 1mpa- 
tience, and the hateful miſtake into which 
I fell has produced the preſent ſcene. 
I now ſee that miſtake in all its enor- 
mity. I am ſure that, if I bad opened 
my heart to Mr. Falkland, if I had told 
to him privately the tale that I have noõẽ- 
been telling, he could not have reſiſted 
my reaſonable demand. After all his 
precautions, he muſt ultimately have de- 
pended upon my forbearance. Could he 
be ſure that, if Þ were at laſt worked up 
to diſcloſe every thing 1 knew, and to 
INE 
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inforce it with all the energy I could 


exert, I ſhould obtain no credit ? If he 


muſt in every caſe be at my mercy, in 


which mode ought he to have ſought his 


ſafety, in conciliation or in inexorable 
cruelty? 54 1 

Mr. Falkland is of a noble nature. 
Yes; in ſpite of the cataſtrophe of Tyr- 
rel, of the miſerable end of the Haw- - 
kinses, and of all that I have myſelf ſuf- 


fered, I affitm that he has qualities of 


the moſt admirable kind. Iris therefore 
impoſſible that he could have reſiſted 4 


frank and fervent expoſtulation, the 


frankneſs and the fervour in which the 


whole ſoul was poured out. I deſpair- - 


ed, while it was yet time to have made 
the juſt experiment; but my deſpair was 
criminal, was treaſon againſt the ſove- 


reiguty of truth. 


1 have told a EW) 401 bnadulterated 
3 came hither to curſe, but I re- 


main to bleſs. I came to accuſe, but 
am compelled to applaud. . „ proclaim 
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w all the world that Mr. Falkland is a 
man worthy of affection and kindneſs, 
and that I am myſelf the worſt of yil- 
lains! Never will I forgive myſelf the 
iniquity of this day, The memory will 
always haunt me, and embitter every 
hour of my exiſtence. In thus acting 1 
have been a. murderer, a cool, dehberate, 
unfeeling murderer.— I have ſaid what 
my accurſed precipitation has obliged 
me to ſay. Do with me as you pleaſe ! 
I aſk no favour. Death would be a kind- 
_ neſs, compared to what I feel! - 
Such were the accents dictated by my 
remorſe, I poured them out with uncon- 
trolable impetuoſity, for my heart was 


pierced, and I was compelled to give vent 


to its anguiſh, Every one that heard 
me was petrified with aſtoniſhment. Eve- 
ry one that heard me was melted into 
tears. They could not reſiſt the ardour 
with which J praiſed the great qualities. 
of Falkland; they manifeſted their ſym- 
pathy in the tokens of my penitence. 

| How. 
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How ſhall I deſcribe the feelings of 
this unfortunate man? Before I began, 
he ſeemed funk and debilitated, incapa- 
ble of any ſtrenuous impreſſion. When 
I mentioned the murder, I could perceive 
inhim an involuntary ſhuddering, thought | 
it was counteracted partly by the feeble- 
nefs of his frame, and partly by the ener- 
gy of his mind. This was an allegation 
he expected, and he had endeavoured to 
Prepare himſelf for it. But there was 
much of what J ſaid, of which he had 
had no previous conception. When J 
expreſſed the anguiſh of my mind, he 
feemed at firſt ſtartled and alarmed leſt 
this ſhould be a new expedient to gain 
credit to my tale. His indignation againſt 
me was great for having retained all my 
reſentment towards him thus, as it might 
be, in the laſt hour of his exiſtence. It 
was increaſed, when he diſcovered me, 
as he ſuppoſed, uſing a pretence of li- 
berality and ſentiment, to give new edge 
to my hoſtility. But, as 1 went on, he 

| could 
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could no longer reſiſt. He ſaw my fin- 
cerity ; he was penetrated with my grief 
and compunction. He rofe from his ſeat 
ſupported by the attendants, and—to my 
infinite aftoniſhment—threw himſelf i into 
my arms! 

Williams, ſaid hey you have conquer- 
ed! I fee too late the greatneſs and ele- 
vation of your mind. I confeſs that it 
is to my fault and not yours, that it is to 
the exceſs of jealouſy that was ever burn- 
ing in my boſom, that F owe my ruin- 
I could have reſiſted any plan of mali- 
cious accuſation you might have brought 
againſt - me. But I ſee that the artleſs 
and manly ſtory you have told, has car- 
ried conviction to every hearer. All my 
proſpects are concluded. All that I moſt 
ardently defired is for ever fruſtrated. 1 | 
have ſpent a life of the bafeſt cruelty to 
cover one act of momentary vice, and to 
protect myſelf againſt the prejudices of 
my ſpecies. I ſtand now completely de- 
tected. 88 name wilt be conſecrated to 


inſamy, 
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infamy, while your heroiſm, your pa- 
tience and your virtues will be for ever 
admired. You have inflicted on me the: 
molt fatal of all miſchiefs, but I bleſs the 
hand that wounds me. And now,—- 
turning to the magiſtrate and now, do 
with me as you pleaſe. I am prepared 


to ſuffer all the vengeance of the law. 


You cannot inflict on me more than I 


deſerve. You cannot hate me more than 


J hate myſelf. I am the moſt execrable 


of all villains. I have for many years 


(I know not how. long) dragged on a. 
miſerable exiſtence in inſupportable pain, - 
Lam at laſt, in recompenſe for all my la- 
bours and my crimes, diſmiſſed from it, 


with the diſappointment of my only re- 


maining hope, the deſtruction of that for 
the ſake. of which alone I conſented to 
exiſt. It was worthyof ſuch a life, that 
it ſhould continue juſt long enough to 


witneſs this final overthrow... If however 


you wiſh to puniſh me, you muſt be 


tpeedy in your juſtice ; . for, as reputation 


Was 
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was the blood that warmed my heart, ſs 
I feel that death and Re muſt ny 
me together. 

1 record the praiſes beſtowed on me by 
Falkland, not becauſe I deſerve them, but 
becauſe they ſerve to aggravate the baſe- 
neſs of my cruelty, He ſurvived but 
three days this dreadful ſcene. I have 
been his murderer. Tt was fit that he 
ſhould praiſe my patience, who has fallen 
a victim, life and fame, to my precipita- 
tion! It would have been merciful in 
compariſon, if I had planted a dagger in 
his heart. He would have thanked me 
for my kindneſs. But, atrocious, exe- 
crable wretch that 1 have been! I wan- 
tonly inflicted on him an anguiſh a thou- 
ſand times worſe than death. Mean- 
while I endure the penalty of my crime. 
His figure is ever in imagination before 
me. Waking or ſleeping I ſtill behold 
him. He ſeems mildly to expoſtulate 
with me for my unfeeling behaviour. I - 
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live the devoted victim of conſeigliz re- 
' proach. Alas! I am the ſame Caleb 
Williams that but a little while ago 
boaſted, that, however great were the 
calamities 1 endured, I was ſtill inno- 
cent. a 
Such has been the reſale of a _ 
I formed, for delivering myſelf from the 
evils that had fo long attended me. 1 
thought that, if Falkland were dead, I 
ſhould return once again to all that makes 
| life worth poſleſling. I thought that, if 
the guilt of Falkland were eſtabliſhed, 
fortune and the world would ſmile upon 
my efforts. Both theſe events are ac- 
compliſhed; A it is now * chat 1 am 
truly miſerable. | 

Why ſhould my 1 e 
centre upon myſelf ? ſelf, an overween- 
ing regard to which has been the ſource 
of my errors ! Falkland, 1 will think only 
of thee, and from that thought will draw 


ever. freſn nouriſhment, for my ſorrows ! 
One 


/ 
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One generous, one diſintereſted tear I will 
conſecrate to thy aſhes! A nobler ſpirit 
lived not among the ſons of men. Thy 


intellectual powers were truly ſublime, 


and thy boſom burned with a godlike 
ambition. But of what uſe are talents 
and ſentiments in the corrupt wilderneſs 


of human ſociety ? It is a rank and rot- 


ten ſoil from which every finer ſhrub 
draws poiſon as it grows. All that, in a 
happier field and a purer air, would ex- 
pand into virtue and germinate into uſe- 
fulneſs, is thus converted into henbane 
and deadly nightſhade. RE 
Falkland! thou enteredſt upon thy 
career with the pureſt and moſt laudable 
intentions. But thou imbibedſt the poli- 


ſon of chivalry with thy earlieſt youth; 


and the baſe and low- minded envy that 
met thee on thy return to thy native 


ſeats, operated with this poiſon to hurry 


thee into madneſs. Soon, too ſoon, by 
this fatal coincidence were the blooming 
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hopes of thy youth blaſted for a. 
| From that moment thou only continued | 
to live to the phantom of departed ho- 
nour. From that moment thy benevo- 
Hence was in a great patt turned ints 
Tankling jealouſy and inexorable precau- 1 
tion. Year after year didſt thou f. pend 4 


in this miſerable project of impoſture ; 5 I 
and only at laſt continuedf to live, long IJ 
enough to ſee, by my misjudging and 


abhorred intervention, thy cloſing hope l 
X Jiſappointed, and thy death accompa- 1 
nied with the fouleſt diſgrace! „ 

I began theſe metnoirs with the idea | : q 

F- of vindicating my own character. Ihave 
now no character that I wilh to vindi- Y 
cate: but I will finiſh them. that thy Þ 
ſtory may be fully underſtood ; and that, 
if choſe errors of thy life be known which 7 

thou ſo ardently deſiredſt to conceal, the 

world may at leaſt not hear and repeat 3 a 3 
half. told and mangled Wit, 
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The happy State of a t U. 
V. Imitation of M 1 L T 0x. TY 


Ar vs 8 the Man, e e with s Comeat 


enjoys 


A decent Cottage on a rural 10 Ki 
Near to a Grove where runs a limpid Stream, 
Far from the Tumults of a noiſy Town, 8 ＋ 
Where hated Pride and Malice keep cheit Court. 
There he enjoys the pleaſant Sweets of Life, 


And ſees Dame Flora paint the verdant Fields, 

Wich beauteous Flow rs, grateful to the Sight, © 

Which the ſoft Air with balmy Fr ragrance fill: | 
Fn & a: And 


ale 7 O EMS - 8 12 


A* beats the keacher d Songters warbling Now 
| vr exceed the runeful Pipe and Lyre, | 1 
| Thary he furveys the Beauties of the Globe, * 
The 1 Viciffitudes of Day and Night, 
The conſtant Motion of the heav nly oO, 
Which i in juſt Order daly stages run; e 
And. views with Extaſy the wondrous. Works . . 
Of Pow'r Almighty, Wiſdom Infinite. ; 

Oh bappy State 1 ww from thoſe boiſ'rou 

Storms | 

Of Envy, Diſcord, Slander and. Revenge, 5 

Which fly inceſſantly chrou ghout the Wala. 


1 


| There's no Attendance giy'n at Palaces, 
Nor waiting at the Levecs of the Great: . 
There none do flatter for Preferments fake, a 5 Fa 
Nor cringe to the great Idols of. the Crowd. 

No nem, Schemes of Wealth moleſt the 

Soul, 5 | - 55 

No Kern of e pb 10 M nds, : 
| There nought! but vndiſſembl d Joy relide, 
ST A Which. 
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| There he enjoys frre of —— '7 508 
Sweet Meditations are $ whole elight, 10 +; 511 
No worldly. Cares; or Buſineſs curh hib Sul, 
Nor triumph over his ſuperior Senſei © 
Not all che mundane-Pomps and Gd 
On which vain Mortals place their chief Delight; 
WY Wealth, nor Honour. vich their 6 
Ohar ms. an 
as 88 from ti 1 0 Privacy. un 221 
There he enjoys his Orotto, and his Ws) A 2H 
In Safety, Innocence. and ſwoet Repoſa .. $59 & 
He's thankful for thoſe, Bleſſings he receives; 
And would not change with, Ceſar for x . 
events eee ue una us 
" The Man of HONG 
*ELL me, vs Sans of Atbens ri of all- 
Who is t that you cheDau of Hur NL 
Ist pompous Titles, and a great Etats. 20 15 1 
| Thar makes him truly Noble; : Wiſe and Great? 
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A. Not pompous Titles, nor à great Eſtate, 

But virtuous Actions make the 3 com — 'F 

He that is always ready to defend 730% 

His Church, his m * County, _— his 

F riend: el rin 

Whoſe noble, gen'rous, net Mind, 7 

Ts always for the publick Good inclin'd : 

In him you'll Juſtice and trüb Hs Houf find. 
Some vainly boaſt of Pedigree and Blood: 

He's truly Noble, that is Juſt and Goud; 

He's truly Great, whoſe nnn a'T 

The rapid Stream of ill-ſhap'd n N FJ 

The Soul where Charity and M ekne 

A nobler Character of Glory gains; 


2 


* 


Than thoſe who boaſt of Titles and Eſ tate, 


And are by Flart and Deceit made Great. 

+ mA Let others barter ſervile Faith for Gold, * 

His Friendſhip 1 is not to be bought or 0 

| He'll not for Intereſt his Honour ſtain, 
Nor violate his Faith n whe gc T . 
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1 Fortune s Favours ſhine ſerenely bright, 4 4 g 


He's got elated with che pompous gdight, 177 


Nor Fortune 8 Frowns i in him can Terrors dalle 3 
* 2 
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Favours: 280 Frowns to Hin = al alike,” 
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He like a Rock amidſt tempeſtuous Waves, : 
Unmov'd remains, and all Afflietion braves, 5 - 

The Man chus qualify'd, his laſting Name 4 
will ſhine with Glory in the Court of Fame, 
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The Apothats or Death of "the bien 
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Round * 8 Urn the Muſes al il appear, 
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maournful Tear: 4 13 0 44 91 7:19. 
The lovely Graces petifively dais * ASt5ido T 
In ai eee ga eh departed | Friend... 3 


Unfeigned Grief I 8 in ey ry Face, y 882 Tots 
Deſpair and —— fill each Dwelling- place . 
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All mourn the Loſs of celebrated G 2 


whom cruel Death vnitimely march d away, © 
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Ne Great Bard, who — Parnaſſus 
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Thy noble Themes to o thy 19 Name will raiſe 
Ne er fading Glory, never dying Praiſe 

Thou (like a wiſe * fi iful Lamel Sage) 
| Haſtjutly lald'd rhe Vicks of the Ages A 4 


4 


Thov'f taught Mankind” Wi Vittue J Paths to 


"Mp . £ * * * 


(And ti daun a choſe Ways high, to Pal * 


Inſtructive Rules chou gay'& us, to poſſeſs 
The chiefeſt Bleſſings, Peace and Heppin ineſs. 


e erich d ches with hee pore Oe. 
dhe gave it N from ber P 
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Adarn'd thee with ne Pcs, and mateh 6 
r _ N 
And a rich Mine of vaſt Intelligence; 
And tipt thy Tongue with flowing Eloquence. J 
Thoſe noble Gifts which Nature gave, to che, NN 
Were all adorn'd with pure Humility: g 
| As thou was t here by bounteous Heay n refin'd, 2 N 
More ihn the major Part of human Kind, F 
We make no doubt but that ch immortal Gods * 
Have ſafely took thee to their bleſs'd | Abodes, | : 
Where chou'lt i in pure divine harmonious Lays 1 
With Seraphs fing the great Creator 8 Praiſe. A 
Dryden and Cowley (with the learned Swaing) 
8 Met the fam d Bard on the zthercal Plains, $4 
Ana ſung his Praiſe i in Poetry 8 exalted Strains, . 


Myriads of Angels chanting Hymns of Joy, | 1 
In Triumph met him on the Milky-way, | 
From thence convey'd the celebrated Gay _ 


To the bleſ Realms of everlaſting Day. 1 : 4 LI 
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To a —— in Diſtreſs, who is a | 
Friend to the Muſes. 
Nibil g, quod homines magis immortalrs reddere 


Paſſit, . W ge” Carmina. . 
le kioſk Police your happy Choice ap- 
| prove, 5 


Poetick Charms do melt the Soul to Love: N | 
Let anxious Thoughts no more diſturb your Reſt, 3 
For Poets are by {miling Phabus bleſt; 
And 1 in a thouſand Charms by Nature dreſt. 


« Our tuneful Lays with ſprightly Vigor move, 
Around us wait the Gods of Verſe and Love: 
* Each ſparkling Line, where Fire with Fancy 
flow, I LNG 
< The rich Profuſion of our r Genius ſhows. 
To baniſh Care (if I may recommend) 


Be chearful with a Bottle and a Friend ; 
JET E Two 


- Miſcellany P OE MS. 1 
Two Flaſks each Night of rich — Wine 


Will raiſe thy Fancy, and thy: Wit refine, | 
Horace ne er wrote but with a roſy Cheeks, 
His Belly pamper'd, and his Sides were fleck. 
Bacchus and Phebus, choſe two jolly Gods, 
Bring no ſtary'd Poers to their bleſt Abodes;/ 
'Tis not for huagry Wits, with Wants contraul'd, 
The Face of Jove in Council to behold, 


f The Ancient Phils wophers and Maderrs 
| es compar wk 


N TON | Religion, now FL aa 2 = 
To ſacred Truth, in holy Writ declar d, _ 
By modern Advocates for Hereſy, | 
| Profaneneſs, Vice, and Immorality, _ | 
Is yaſtly wide from that which th ancient Sages 
By the Light of Reaſon found i in former Ages 
Amonglt the Ancients 'twas their chieſeſt Rule 
Their Paſſions to ſubdue, their Euſts controul. | | 
| B2 . The 1 
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4 
And vill d they might a clearer Light parſe | | 
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T be Moderns carnal Pleaſures deify, 


And live in ſlothful Eaſe and Luxury. 


With th' Ancients nought prevail'd at * rate 
To make them diſbelieve a future State. - 

Our modern Reas'ners in good earneſt 40 
Deſire a future State may not prove true: 


And in uncertain Hope ſecurely lie, 


That the Soul will with th mortal Body die. 


The learned Ancients their own Ignorance 


knew, 


Than natural Reaſon could il unto. Z 
Our Moderns think” themſelves extremely ; 
„„ EmanT PF 
And renin & diſdain + a clearer r Light,” 


By the eternal Light Which ves: wo 
The Ancients highly revrenc'd and eſteem'd 
All Relicks that were by them facred deem'd. 


n 


Our modern Tribe (are in the Devil's oy) 
Turn all that's ſacred into Ridicule. * FL 
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T H E pious Man s afflicted in his Mind, 


And griev'd to ſee the Follies of Mankind, 


Who eagerly purſue thoſe Vanities, > 
Which | ſink them i into endleſs Mikeries; 3. 
Who labour by falſe Arts to undermine, 
Morality, and Chriſtian Diſcipline 83 
Who Gravy 3 in \ Profelytes v withour vr 
Religion' > made the Jeſt of idle Fools, | 
'Who ſcornfully « diſdain her ſacred Rules; IS. 
Atheiſts and Deiſts readily combine, V 
Like Swarms of Locuſts in the Egyptians YL 
As they devour'd the Product of the Lands, 


89 theſe extirpate all Uivine Commands; 


* . | : | | The 
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The ſacred Rites and Myſt ries they deride, - 

By them the Prieſthood's ſearn'd and vilify d. 
The daring Libertine, hem! no Ede awes, 

Deſpiſe the Gadhead, ridicule his Laws, | 

In Print vain Scepticks ſtren' ouſly deny 

The Doctrines of the bleſſed Trinity, ” 

And of our Saviour Chriſt's Divinity. Þ 
All facred Truth that's t LIE in Wildon * 

School | 

They ſhamefully bürlie and ridicule: 

Our Sons of Belial (to gain Applauſe) 1 

Strive ho ſhall beſt promote the Devil's as . 


The Atheiſt c Convince od. 


N that great Day what Horror and Diſgrace 

| Will fall upon the vile atheiſtick Race! 
When ſymamon'd by an Angel to appear 

At the all-dreadful and tremendous Bar ! 


When Chriſt in Glory ſittech on his Throne, 
To o the Joſt; and the Unjuſt diſown : 

Then pious Saints above in Beams ſhall glow, 
And impious Atheiſts gnath their Teeth below. 


* 


Quan mag fata ſunt opera tua, Domine! 


Omnia in ſapientia feciſti. 
1 E learned Chiefs, the Viftuous and Polite, | 
And all that ſhine moſt eminently bright, 55 
Adore the Deity, and him confeſs 

T 0 be the gteat Creator of the Univerſe: | 
He fix d the Pillars, the Foundations laid. 
And all was by th Almighty Fiat made, 
Without the leaſt Diſorder or Defect 
In the all wiſe and flct1ful Architect: 


Tas fram' d by Wiſdom, and a Power immenſe 


And not. by an imaginary Chance; 
Nor as ſome vainly dreamt theſe Forms could be 


From everlaſting with the Deity. 5 4 
1 When 


16 Mcelany POEMS 
When this capacious ornamental Frame 
By his Command in beauteous Order came, 
He deck'd the Heavens with tranſparent Light, 
« Which gild the Morning, and adorn the Night; 
Gives vital Heat and Nouriſhment to all 8 
Created Beings on this terraqueous Ball; 
His ſov'reign Pow'r o'er all his Works preſides, 
And for them all moſt plenteouſly provides. 
The heay nly Globes their ſtated Courſes ſteer, | 
They never vary, claſh, nor interfere; 
By 'ſtabliſh'd Laws they act with Conſtancy, 
According to the Rules of Harmony, 
And firifteſt Order and Oeconomy; =» 
They work by an impulſive Power, giv'n , 
By the Omnipotent, which reigns in Heav'n = 
Creatures inanimate never go aſtray, 
Bur Men, vain Mev, his Orders diſobey ! ! 
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The Nineteenth Pſalm 1 d. 


Cæli enarrant G loriam Dei. 


* 


| ＋* HE ſplendid Lamps bee in * Orbs 


above 


Shew th' Almighty's Wiſdom, Power ad Love; 

His wondrous Works our Admiration raiſe, 

And teach to ſing the great Creator 8 Praiſe. 
Nr 

From their . pregnant, unexhauſted Womb 

The beauteous Race of Days and Seaſons come: 

Around the Globe they variouſly diſpenſe 

New Life to all, and quick'ning Influence, 

The glorious Body of tür enlighten'd Sun 

Does conſtantly his ſtated Circuits run : 

Finely array d in Triumph he appears, = 

And juſtly keeps the Limits of the Spheres. 


C 4. Like 
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Like ſome young beauteous Bridegroom | gayly 
dreſt FOE Eh N 


He daily riſeth "IO the fragrant Eaſt. 
Not all the ſparkling Gems in Mines below 


Can match his lucid Beams, nor near the Luftre 
ſhew. 


Ben, 
God's Laws are e pure and exccliany we find, 
If duly Yep» and ponder'd j in the Mind, 
Give greater Wiſdom and F elicity 
Than all the Rules of Man's Philoſophy. 
weed chas Honey, and the Honey-comb, 
Or fragrant Spices which from Inaia come; 
Far greater Riches from them do enſue 85 
Than from the golden Mines in Ophir or Peru. 
” Ry 
Reſtrain me, L 0 RD, * all preſumpruous 
Thoughts, 


And keep me (by thy * from focret Faults; 
Let 


Miſcellany PO E MS. 19 
Let all my Thoughts, my Words, and Actions be 

Pure and acceptable, O L 0 RD! to che. * 
Thou rt my Defence, in whom 1 Refuge take, . 


| Preſerve we, Lord! | for my Redeemer” $ Bake, _ 
— actor's danny iokntecks | 


The Auen Gentry it and NM. oder ns was d. 


1 


Before they'd ſeen the Fopperics e of the To! own, 


N former Times, Cer pompous Pride, Was 


— 


Our Gentry loy' d to grace, their Country Seats, 
And moſt were ſpent 1 in hoſpitable Treats ; 3 
Widows and Orphans daily were redreſs d, 5 
And Care was taken to relieve ch Oppreſs 4; KL. 
To Indigents they ſhew'd a great Regard, 
An injur'd Virtue met wich a Reward. 

Now Hoſpitality 3 is at a ſtand, 
And Pride and Grandeur take the upper band; 
Our Manfion-Seats ſtand void, the more 's the Pity! 
No Place will ſerve my Lady bur che City. 5 
C $ She 


255 
7 * 


She cries, — 

The Country Air 8 too foggy, « or too chin, | 
11 breeds Conſumptions, Pthißcks or the Spleen ; ; 

Our fylvan Bowers, Grotto's, Woods and Lawns, 

Are fit for ſplenetick and ruſtick Clowns: 

I like the gay Diverſions of the Town: 

Delights and Pleaſures there are only known: 

Each Day and N ight we Ladies have a Call 1 

To grace th Opera, Maſquerade, or Ball ; 

What's wanting chere, 18 ſpent among the Players 

That not one Hour is ſet apart for Prayers. 

Then to appear in Splendor at the Ring, a, 

My Dreſling-Maid the gay Attire muſt bring; 

0 © Ambroſia] Eſſence ſhe beſtows | in Show' rs, 5 | 

And laviſhly whole Streams of Nectar pours : 4 

* Brocaded Flow'rs o er the gay Mantua ſhine, 

0 And the rich Stays my taper Waiſt LAVA 

Thus dreſs d! in State, with a majeſtick Pride 

1 out-ſhine all that in the Circle ride. 


* : 5 2 2 x 4 | | And 


Miſcelling/ T OE N. @ 2 
And if his Lordſhip's Company I want. 
I ſpend the Ev'ning with a ſpruce Gallant: 


Here Love's imperial Pomp is ſpread around, 
| voluptuous Liberty, that knows no Bound. * 
i To the Groom - Porter's oft we take a Flight, 

To win or loſe Five Hundred Pounds a Nights 


Altho we loſe, yet ſtill we love to play, = 
| Until wy Lord's Eſtate be play'd W 80 1 


8 
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The god H oufewife. 
T HE greateſt Comfort of a Marriage Life 


; 4 ö * 
Is to enjoy a prudent, virtuous Wife, 


Who with great Conduct and a Kilful Hand 


* ” i 


Does manage all Things under her Command . 
Her Houſe Affairs are in Proportion laid 
Before the Laundreſs, Cook, and Dairy-Maid; 
She with a diligent and watchful Eye 

In all their Offices doth cloſely pry, 


That each performs with Care and Decency. 


+ BE. 
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If Storms among her Servants chance to riſe, 
She lays them with a ſeas' nable Advice 3 
Great is the Bleſſing of a prudent Wife, 
Who puts a Period to domeſtick Strife. 

Her Spouſe, who managerh the rural Toil, 
When he returns is welcom'd with a nile "In 
And when receiv'd with ſuch ſeraphick Joy, | 
He ſoon forgets che Labours of the Day. 

With Speed ſhe gets a Supper cleanly dreſt, 
And with great Comfort both retire to Reſt; * 

To pleaſe each other is their chief Delight, 

In mutual Love they readily upite. - 
Prudent Advice i is to her Children giv n, 

Always to do what 5 pleaſing unto Heav'n ; "3k 
Honour their Parents, their Commands obey, - 
And with due Reverence their Duty pay. 

For her N eighbour s Good, as oft as ſhe's deſir d, 
She lends a helping Hand, always when Help $ 


requir'd : 


4 
* | 7 


As Heav'n has bleſt her with a plenteous Store, 1 
She's always ready to relieve the Poor; 
Courteous to all, from Pride and Envy free, 
Chearful, but wich becoming Modeſty ; 

In her Compoſure all Perfections meet, 

All tha is lovely, beautiful, and ſweet 

She appears in all the Stages of her Life 

A modeſt Maid, an humble, pine Wits: 

« Sure Heav'n preſery' d her at the Fall uncurs d, 


0 To ſhew how w good the Sex were : made at TY 


1 
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The Way of the World, ff, 
I F by Dame Fortune we are rais d 
To Honour and Eſtate, 8 


By Flatterers we . highly pry: d, 
And n d for being great. 5 


T 5 virtuous Man if his is poor 


No Reputation gains; 


The 
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The ambitious Man with Fortune 5 en e | © 
In Triumph proudly rei gns. Zhu 


Ambitlot, Avaris; and Pfile 
Theſe modiſh Vices three. »* 

To Senſualiſts are firm ally'd, 12841 1 | 
And worſhipp'd as their Deity. JRE3 88 I 


Riches and Honour none but Fools adore : | 


The Wiſe have nobler Happineſs | in ſtore. 


S229 "S220 


© The covetous Man is miſerably poor. 


\ 
( 
\ 


O'T he that hath not much is truly poor, 


But he that covets and deſireth more, 


And pines for Want amidſt his plenteous Store. 
Want lies in wiſhing; thoſe chat do want moſt, 
Long more to gain, and think no Labour loft; 


He's truly rich that nothing doth deſire; 


| Ik. . 
He's rich that hath Content, and need no more 


TEL 


require, 


Knowledge 


M* 


* 


SES 
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K nowledge is a curious ; Ornament to the 


I ; 1 E that intends to cultivate his Parts 
Muſt prudently employ his Time; 


He chat delights in Sciences and Arts, 

His Thoughts are noble and divine. 
What Bleſſings would accrue, if all our Feu 
Were early ſeaſon'd with the Taſte of Truth po” 5 
Our yourhful Years in uſeful Studies ſpent; 3 21.1 


Will crown our Age with Pleaſure and Content. 


Upon 3 Death of her G RACE. 
the Ducheſs of R . 


Mortis honos ef ſciere mori, 7 Beate : 
Exitus oft teftis, qui fine labe Fuit. Ow. Ep. 


om Britons, mourn, your Sable Robes 


— 


put on: 
The pious juſt, and Fs 3 gone; 5 
| D | R 
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R -d the Great, N venerable Name 

Will ſtand recorded in the Liſt of Fame ; | 

Belov'd by all, to all a faithful Friend, 

Whoſe bounteous Acts to all Ranks did extend. 

When at the height of Honour moſt * 

Humility 3 in her did brightly ſhine; 3 | 

Ambitious Thoughts her Breaſt neꝰ er entertain d, 
No Pride o'er her the Maſtery had gain'd; 

Her Mind was ſtill compos'd, ſerene, and free 

From all diſtracting Thoughts and worldly Va- 
nity. Þ 

And when Afflictions were by Heav's n ſent, | 

The Chriſtian Lady bore them with Content; 

Harſh were her Trials, bur her Faich divine 8. 

Did brighteſt in AMidtion 8 Midnight ſhine: 
Affliction made her . made her wiſe, 

And made her gain thereby the heav nly Prize: 

She knew thoſe Woes could no Proportion bear 

To thoſe bright Wreaths the Saints in Glory wear. 

Ges When 


C. 


This vain terreſtrial Globe ſhe did deſpiſe, 


When meagre Phebs ifis over her prevail'd, | 


Patience was her Support, When Nature Fail a” 


She with an humble, pious, chearful Mind 
Unto the Pow'r ſupreme her Will reſign d. 


With all its gaudy Pomps and Vanities, 


Eſteeming Heav' ns Joys to be the greateſt Prize. 
She s NOW aſcended to che Realms above, 


And reigns with Cherubims 3 in Peace and Love. 


XA, 
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Upon making a ſmall Preſent 70 4 Lady. 


H E Widow $ Mite, though ſmall, MW 


tance ford: '% 


I 


She gave it freely, as in Duty bound. 


I make this Preſent with a willing Mind: 


Let mine, like hers, a kind Reception find. 


D 2 . 


0 « 


To hy Thy whoſe bright Does nen 4 
| the Sun. | 


DY N Merton TEE; > | avoid the Hear, 6 

I We ſpent the Ev'ning ita cool Retreat, 

: Where Gravel-walks with ſkilful Art: are made, | 

And ſpreading Trees afford a pleaſant Shade; 

Where feather d Choriſters do ſweetly, fing, 

And flow' ry Beauties paint the verdant De 
On the green Walk \ we : far, where Kr 

meets, 

And gentle Zephyrs fan the balmy Sweets; 

Such radiant Beams from fair Maria's Eyes. 4 

| Made Sol retreat within the vaulted Skies ; | 

Rays ſhone ſo clear, he trembled ar the Sight, 

And bluſh'd to ſee Maria ſhine ſo bright. 


2 agros 
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M ag nos qui merit uit, parver contempſit ho- 
n0res, 1 1 


Ad Famam denden, notili ore vid. 
L. F you to o Honour J Pinacle cas riſe, 
Virtue age igno oble ow wing 5. 


Fe Fs $3 5 © Res 


| And eternize it in a the C * Fame. 


Ce IE 


Dia & Dies. 
Dic mihi cur. Dei memor * arpue Dies ? 
Oro, Laboro. 


1 


k U R Dury' 8. 9 jonplora 2 Pow r 4 
To bleſs the Labours of the Day, 

And moſt' induftr' ouſly employ our. Time, 
And for divine Aſſiſtance pray. 


Efitaphium 


f Miſcellany PO E M S. 
10 Eßpitaphium ANN OLD PIEL DPD). 


IC juxta requieſcit 
I I ANNA OTL DFIEID 


3 ot inter Poetarum laudata 


Nomina, 8 
1 1 5 574 
Nec * minore laude digna. 13 


Quippe quæ eorum opera 
In Scenam quoties prodivit, 


Illuſtravit ſemper, & nobilitavit. 
5 regte idem ad partes diverſiſſimas 
ö Habilius fuit 
. Ita ramen, ut ad fingulas, 
Non facta, ſed nata eſſe videretur. 
55 1 Tragediis 
& Forma' ſplendor, oris dignitas, 
Inceſſus majeſtas _ | 
Tanta ſuavitate temperebantur, ' 
Ut nemo eſſet agreſtis, tam durus ſpectator. 0 
Quin in admirationem totus reparetur. 233 
In Comedia autem 
Tanta vis, tam venuſta hilaritas 
Tam curioſa felicitas, 
Ut neque ſufficerent ſpectando =" 
TDTDTDTNoe que plaudendo manus. 


— 


Imitated. 
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row s Remains lie here interr'd among 

The fragrant Duſt of the pderick Throng. | 
Her matchleſs Parts to the Polite were known, 1 
And juſtly gain'd the Praiſes of the Town: 
She aggrandiz'd whate'er the Poets writ, 


And ſhew'd its Beauty, Elegance and Wit, 


FF 5 


In pompous State around the Stage and Pit. 
In various Parts the acted wond'rous well, 

Ard in each ſingle Part none ever did excel; 
| Her comely Form and grave majeſtick Mien” 
In all the Parts of Tragedy were ſeen; . 
She awful Looks and graceful Geſtures ſhew'd, 
And tender Accents ſmoothly from her flow'd. 
No Hours were e'er miſ-ſpent by our Survey, 
Nor the Spectators weary'd with Delay, 
But winged: Time paſt pleaſantly away. 


32 Milly P O E M 8. 
4nd when ſhe made ſelected Scenes her Choice, — 
Ennobl'd Comedy rais'd her tuneful Voice. - 


7 


« With native Charms and careleſs Art array d, 
« Ten Thouſand Graces in her Beauties play'd; = 
Melodious Muſick dwelt upon her Tongue, 

And charming Subjects were her daily Song; 


Not tranſient Views could her due Merit raiſe, 


Nor Claps reſounding give ſufficient Praiſe. 


Up 8 renound Poet Stephen Duck, 
che Wiltſhire Threſper. 


Hs OW tiineful were thoſe chai Strains 
Which charm'd che Queen on W. indjor 8 


verdant Plains! 


ͤ— ß. ene maadons - 
{ 
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| Where Duck's great Genius gain d a rightful Claim 


DD — 


Fo ſhine the brighteſt ; in the Court of Fame : : 


— —_— 
Py — — 
— 


0 in what beauteous Elegance of Dreſs 


ql il The Shunamite's chief Virtues you expreſs ! 
Ns Such 
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Such * will pleaſe the moſt harmonious Ear, 
: Milton reviv'd would bleſs himſelf to hear? E 2 
O bappy Swain! how graceful i is thy Seng 


We'll ſing its Praiſes in the Latian Tongue ; 
But humbly own that theſe wn WM 
Flow from the meaneſt of the Britifh Swains ; - | 
A more nd Pen ſhould write your Fame, 
And ſing Encomiums to your laſting Name: 
What Praiſe is wanting in ys to rehearſe, 
Is gain'd by your inimitable Verſe. ; 
Your pregnant Parts an annual Stipend got; 
By chem thou'rt into Royal Favour brought; 
And what will add to thy deſerved Praiſe,  - / 
A Crownitriumphdte ef rich gllded Ui 1 * 
o matchleſs Bard ! whoſe ſtudious Care is ſhewn, 
Wherein thou ſt gain'd more Honour and Renown 
By Books and Flails, and other rural Tools, 
Than half the Wits by a in the Schoele 
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The W edding-Day. 


5 2 * A 


P. n in Splendor to de: 
With golden Rays the joyful nuptial Morn, 
On which the lovely Maid in ſacred Bands 

To che bright Youth was join'd with holy Hands: | 
Belinda the fair, whoſe Beauties ſeem d 2 | 
And ev ry Grace did to Adyantage Mine: 

Venus in State came down, bur. bluſh'd to 15 | 
The beauteous Maid more beautiful than be: 7 
O happy Youth! thou'rt exquiſitely bleſt, Md 
Of every Charm and Virtue ſhe's poſſeſt. 

Not India's Wealth can give ſo much Delight 
As Hearts and Hands that joyfully unite. 
And when the ſacred nuptial Knot was tyd, | 
And Bridegroom complimented with the Bride, 
Tables were deck'd with ſuch a ſumptuous Feaſt, 


That Jove himſelf would wiſh to be a Gueſt. 
1 e With 


lee 
* 


With: Joy che grand Aſſembly fill d che Place, 
And bravely did the Ceremony grace; bp © 
T heir Healchs 1 in beſt of Wines with Mirch went 


All in ſuch Order rang'd, /rwas hard to gueſs 


Th impatient Bridegroom with'd that all were 
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round, * 23 0 
1 And Heads were with the nobleſt c 


© crown' d. 
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Tapers ene Hall, 
Melodious Muſick did to Dancing cal; 


cc Whether "EY mages | their M otion 85 Looks, 


rag 


The Day was f pent, the « bliſf MG on, 


gone : f 
The beauteous Bride een in a Bed w was TOY 
And the laſt time that ſhe lay down d Maid 

TI enamour'd Bridegroom | fled i in haſte a 


To Joy of * ight, which far excell'd the Day. 
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The Inconſtaney of Fortune. 5 


1471 a 4 


op. uf II 


 Onmia . hominum tenui pendentia file. 


Aube various Shapes appears. 


As learned Poets write; 

She often ſmiles as ſhe draws near. 
Then frowns, and takes her Flight. 

The fickle Dame our Breaſts oe ot H N 

And ſooths us with Succeſs; 5 Wei 


\ 


The cer we ſo much admire” * 5 
Nes ie il Didteſs:” ef L. 


1} SED 1441 12 fat: * Cin 1 35 
To Honour's Pinacle we climb, . 
FA Preferment's all our Aim; 


We're by the Dame 8 enchanted Line „ 


Pult' headlong down again. 7 " f 
By the capricious Jile we' 're telt 858 : 


Like Foot-balls at a Play; ; l 
Our Expectations oft ate croſt, 
And all our Hopes decay. 
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From Fortune's Frowns (we daily ſer) 


| No Sex Exemption have $7 5093180 of 
The Great, the Small, are not born free, I Ban 


The Beal. ite. 
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O F all the Herd. which hanna rout emf 


Ty _ 


Cringing Sade prove the a kinky 
With formal Fops they ſpare oo Coſt nor Labour 
To gain Applauſe and get chemlelves: in favours 
By ſubtle: Stratagems they lie in wait 1 per ; 
To gain their Ends by Flatt ry and Deceit e 
And when chey penetrate thro cheir weak Side, / 
And find they're govern'd by affected Pride, 
And love to hear their Skill and Parts adi d, 
And praig'd for Eloquence,: as if they were inſpir'd; 


Then let them know _ well they re vers'd i in. 
e 3 „ 21% #f "4; 4 3 


Ay finely ſock'd with Learning, Wit and Parts; 
ö l 
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5 Applaud each Sentence with a fawning Smile : A 
Tho Nonſenſe ; vouch tis in a learned Stile: 

And if they write, Truth ſhines in ev'ry Page, 
And ſwear * 0 now: 2 non 
_—_ ie ae ho? Vices 8 an p 

Applaud their Faults, their Follies _ 

s And with their Humours readily comply. | 
If Joy tranſports them, they 8 wn ; 
Affected Tremors ſeize them when they frown: 
They all their Modes and Geſtures imitate, A 
And, Proteus like, transform to ev'ry bn 1 


Thus Paraſites with a peculiar Grace 
Do cheat and cully our unchinking Race; 
Wich dext' rous Art they lay thi entangling G Gin, 


And with alluring Baits draw _ their Wood | 
- COCKE | 
T beſe Seratagems chey uſe, a | Fund to rails 


From 6 our Fantaſticks, over fond of Praiſe, | | 


The wheedling Tribe, and their fallacious Arts, 


* G Arr. d by Men of polite Parts. 
Nor one 
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WM | Miſcullaiy P O . N 8 1 ov 
None but unthioking Mortals take agb, 
To entertain a cringing | Paraſite z, 

His Flatt' ry makes them proud _ engen, 591 
Which ſhews they Se Wit, and Secu 
want. Ao Ae ads ls 

Were they but govern d by 4 Reaſon 8 Rules, 
They'd n ne'er be made the Adulator' $ Took * 


eee bene 


Know thy Self, 


e F 
1 His ofcful Leden all Mankind ſhould e 1 
+ To know chemſelves to be but Mortals frail, 
And after all their boaſted Skill in in Ar, 8 

4 In many things confeſs their Tenorance. | 

5 Some vaioly pry into thoſe feeret Points | f 
Their ſhallow Knowledge cannot comprehend, 

And fathom the vaſt Depths of Providence 9 


With the ſhort Line of fire Undead, 


4 


What mortal Beings cannot or comprehend, | 


7 
1} £35 


They ſhould nor c vainly et criticize upon. 
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Othels in fruitleſs Studies tr their Tine 1 8 


on ſubtle Queſtions and Piſtinctions nice, 
Ideas falfe, and doubtful, and confus' gs br 
All which from vain Imaginations flow. 

* 


And are no more e than Fiction of the Mind. 


* 4 14 131 5 f 


Happy” J abs Man whom Truck ſecurely guides 


By ſecret Ways and powerful Influence ; ; | 
Happy's s the Man whoſe ſtudious Mind retains | 2 | 
No falſe Opinion from deceitful Senſe; 

But rather would be humble, juſt and good, . 
Than precious Tir ime in vain Diſputes abuſe. | 2 
. is . become a fine Accompliſhment, 5 
And by ſome Men A greater Honour deem d, ; : £ 
To cultivate cheir Parts, and ro know much, * 

Than to refine their Manners, and live well. . 38 
But know, 0 Man! f chat human, Arts are yain,, 
They give no ſolid comfort to the Mind, 

No Joys, ſubſtantial from them can ariſe, | 15 a ; 


Unleſs chey' re join d with Victue and Pager, 


FILL | 


Maſcnllamy PO E M8 m_ 
Study thy ſelf! with all Eractneſs — 90 
If all Affairs within thy Breaſt are rights - 21 9 55 tA 


A Conſcience pure, ſerene, and undefil'd, 


Will more ſubſtantial, Happineſs. PrOQurs.. i!) 
Than all the T reaſures of the Univerſe. J 
Know but thy ſelf, thy ſelf thou It ſoon api 
And all the vain Applauſes of the Worlds 
Thy Works, not Arts, will be n S 
When the * Jau his 1 great Ales Eber . 
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1 
O Al ye A of the Earth! 
Praiſe ye the great Creator's Name! ] an. 


| Who gave to all his Creatures! Birth, 
His great and Sloriaus. 2 nee 


2. 2 = 
Throughout the bleſſed Realms „ 


The Angels in exulting Lays n PHOSNER al; 
F © Applaud 


42 Miſcellany P O E f M S. 
Applaud his Goodneſs and his Love, 
And his great Name devoutly praiſe. 
ö 5 | 
3 


Glory and Praiſe to God on hign 
Cherubs and Seraphs daily ling, 
And with loud Acclamations cry, 
Thou rt hohy, holy, Lord and ck 
Th' Earth below and Heavens above | 
Thy Pow f and Majeſty diſplay; e oedreder) 
Thy Goodneſs and paternal Love We.” 
Extend to Sinners ev'ry Day. | 
With Joy the bleſs d Apoſtles ſing S 1 
(Thro' endleſs Nights and endleſs Days) 
25 0 thee their Saviour and their King 
In pious Hymns and grateful Lays. 
The Prophets do thy Honour raiſe, | 
And magnify thee Day by Day, gt epd 55 


In 


In Songs of everlaſting Praiſ e 
And Homage to thee duly pay. 00, 005197 o'T 
oY 
. Pious Martyrs and Confeſſors, Init 0 Nor if 
Who ſuffer d for thy holy Name 
By barb'rous and vile Oppreſſors, 
Thy noble Acts do loud proclaim. 
0 
O FE Father infinite! | 3 | 
Thy Name 1s ſpread t the Globe around, 
The glorious Church wich great ol ä | 


n grateful Hymns thy Praiſe reſound. 
9. ä 

Bleſſed Joivs; 3 Son! 1 

Begot before the World began, : i | 

With the Paraclete and Father one, 85 


* 
» 


W F. or our Redemption was made Man, 8 


4 10. 9 
And condeſcended to be born 
Of a poor Virgin innocent, 5 
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44 Mfſcellany P O E M's. 
And ſuffer d with Contempt and Scorn 
To reſcue Man from Puniſhment. 8 

. 
When thou hadſt elt che Pangs of _ 
And cruel T ortures undergone, N 
With Meekneſs chou teſign dſt 90 Oy j 


And the great Victor overcome. 


12. 
Thou open ſt then che Gates of bus 
To all that would on thee believe, 
And into Joys of Paradiſe | 
Thy faithful Servants chou Ic receive, n 
In, 
Ar the Right-hand of Majeſty | | 
Enthron'd, thou ſitt ſt divinely bright, . * 
And reign'ſt above criumphantly 1 
In Realms of everlaſting Light. 
1 
In glorious Majeſty thou'lt riſe, 


And to thy ſplendid Throne repair, 
. To 


. : 
j 4 7 | 
Miſtellany P O E MS. 
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To keep the great, ſevere Affing 
At 5 thy Tribunal in _ Air. tow 5 


N 
- "# 4 
Wan, 


. 15. 
Preſerve, O Lord! in that great Day 


Thoſe that for boundleſs Mercy ſud/ꝰ 

Thy Servants keep (we humbly prag) 

Whom thou'ſt redeem'd with precious Blood. 

| : of | 5 

Embrace them with thy Saints above 

In Manſions of eternal Reſt; 18 

Make them Partakers of thy e DO 2 

And be for ever with thee 8 
1 2 8 5 | 

Protec 2 hy holy Church, 0 Lo R 1 3 

And evermore thy Flock defend; * Rd, a 

Thy Favour, Lok b, to them afford, A 

And thy divine Aſſiſtance ſend, 1 

ae 18. 

Thy holy Name we do adore, 

All Praiſe and Honour's due to thee; © 

5 5 Thy 
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Thy Royal Favours we implore, el yoo) of 
And worſhip thee eternally. | 
| 19. 

Let's ev'ry' Morning pray that we 
From ſinful Thoughts and Actions may, LOT 
By God's Aſſiſtance, be kept free, 
And moft devoutly ſpend the Dax. 

du. - by 
Thou, Lo R p, art holy, good and juſt!: 
We humbly for thy Mercy call; s f Ul 
In thee, OL ORD we've put dur Truſt, 
Let not thy Anger on us fall. 5 gut od ey 


rear 
1 "wh 155 2 . etiti on being rejefted 
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T H E Church's PEO TE reaſon to rejoice, 
And fing Te Deum with/a cheatful Voice; 
Her Foes deſtructive Schemes are thrown aſide, 


Which nought containd but METRE -and 


Pride. one en 
Our 


Miſcellany P 0 E M 3 


Our worthy Senate wiſely. did Grinalhe' 
Ruin attend both Church and ARE Cond 

. If Schiſmaticks ſhould gain th ann WW 
| Diſloyal Principles they ſtill retain, r 


Againſt Church Rites and Diſcipline exclaim 3.241 
Reſiſting Doctrines impiouſly maintain, 0 


And long to play oer Forty-One again. 105 G 


n fain would to ch . * Grandeur 
riſe: 


: 9 A1 40 
To be Supreme i is ; the contending Prize: : 


77 
FEELS 1 


Tis Prudence | in che state to keep them low, 


Great i is the Danger if they greater grow. 5 
1 41 8 


That State muſt be with Lunacy polleſt 


T hat bugs a, = 'mous Serpent i in | her Breaſt. 
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YE EP ſunk | in Down lf the guy Morn- "8 


7 os 


Es 7 
Clouded wich Fumes which from che stomach — 
f Fs eee ! 3 1 8 

ſent, | "0 


l ing's ſpent, 4 
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Miſcellany P O E MN 
5 wn gochful Eaſe he lolls, and carelelslics,, 1.11) 
Then ſcrats his Head, and rubs his gummy Eyes, 7 
And ſwears by Jove, for want of Drink Fl ride 
Two Hours before the Dinner's on the Table Cl 
He ſaunter's from the Kennel to the Stable: izyA 
One Hour at Table in luxurious eating. ani 
Two more. is ſpent i in idle Chat and Pratings | d | 
Bode Scraps repeated from loaſe Plays or F arces, 
Or talking <td his nimble Hounds and Horſes: Ku 


His craving Appetit he ſcorns to baulk, 8 
The Glaſs runs round as nimble as his Talk: 


: 2 
7 2 
o 1 
* wel Sa * 4 a 


The Butler's 8 call d, more Liquor d—e] bring, 
We'll drink full Bumpers to the Church and King 
Altho' he names the Church, we ſeldom hear | : 
He enters in it ERS Your,” © ELD 
The Night is ſpent (for wanr of better Genery) | 
With Clodpares, and ſuch booriſh Company: oy. 
He treats with Coon, the beſt the Houſe ez E | 
And makes them all as. drunk as rakiſh Loni * 19 ; 


He gains a Conqueſt, glories 0 er che Dead, 5 


And "ou goes 1 bed. By oy 3 
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s the 8 of. bis | H d 3 
be the Prince of ON at Oxford, 


3; "HEN — Fran als waer 
He made Tour to Hilloin's fav Bt 

And as his Highneſs paſs'd:thro' ew r Place 
Triomphaut Joy appear d in ev Face: 
Shouts of Applauſe did ew ry n 1 
The Sous of Athens with . 04 
To pay their Complinient @t Pheb Gat 

In State he's to the Sear of L Lizrniogg ome; 
Known by the Muſes Hill, and ſucred Dome, 
Where the glad Muſes ſing and form ha Choir, 
While bright Apollo ſtrikes the golden Lyre. 
The Virgin Pallas, and the facred Nine, 
Wich 1 the learned Sons of Phebus, join 


To o welcome Neſs to their Court divine. 
9 © Orations | 


Orations ow d from Men of matchleſs Senſe; 
Adorn'd with all the Flow rs of Eloquence; ; 


3 
8 
133 
** ; 


Diſplaying forth the Virtues he inherirs, | ON 
And finging Praiſes juſtly to his Merits. © S | 
Oxford, thy worthy Acts will brightly: aide, 74 
And be recorded to the End of Time, * 
For Honours giv'n to the Naſſovian Line. 
A Prince whoſe virtuous Acts do loud proclaim \ 
His laſting Glories, and his endleſs Fame: 

A Prince, who's known by {kilful Men in Arts 
To be endow'd with Learning,” Wit, and Parts. | 
A Prince, whoſe noble Qualities do grace 8 80 1 
The royal Virtues of the Naſſau Race. 

Let all Britannia's Sons rejoice and ſing! + 5158 1 
Now grear Naſſau's ay to _ GEORGE I 
our * 15 $942 F ene 303 cert Wo 
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Clergy and Gentry geifroully! appear 


Beauteous Forms appear d in ev ry Part, 
Pourtray d with all th Embelliſhme nts of * 


A ut P 0 E M 8. 51 


x * * 
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I 7 Praiſe of the 3 Rangers 1 
repair d and beautify 'd their Pariſo 
2 0 <obich. was aid 4 ruinous' Con- E 


| dition 
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IT 1 N G, | heay' yaly , the 1 Donor 


And Trophies to their watebleſ⸗ Honsof raiſe; 


A cheir worthy Aa, diſplay their woes 


And to the Stars exalt their lofty Names. ee 


To ſhew their Zeal; no Coſt; no Labour . 
To beautify the Rercd Houſe of Pray r. C58 


Seven Years were 2 wi Wildow's s Har to 


raiſ 5 
- * 
: \ 


A glorious Church to his Creator's Praiſe ; | 


2 
3 1 x * — 
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A Cedar Ark contain'd the Laws of old, 
Cedar 0 erlaid with Opbirs pureſt Gold; 


G 2 . 


* 


W — PO E M i” 
Over the Ark was plac ae Mer rey-Seat, "gry 
Made by God's peculiar Preſence great; 
Thoſe ſacred Types took up che nobleſt Room, 
The holieſt Place 3 in that majeſtic Dome 5. | 
Where the High Prieſt ” God's derem 


— N 4 
came 5 * 8 PL ry, TFT 


To ſue for Mercy, ani 8 bis mY 
To make Atonement for Offences giv! u . 


* 
* * 
——— 


To th all· powerful Majeſty of Heay'n. | 
Under the Law with Rey! rence they s ador'd TY . « 
In ſacred Temples 1 their Almighty Lo R D; . 5 | 
Under the bleſſed Goſpel ought not we 1 : 
With contrite Hearts adore the Deity ?- 
Approach his Courts, and at his Altars * | 
— es _ 3 and boundleſs Comforts 
Pages Hands lers sto * Altars miſe, 


Whine God at our 1 zeſt his wondrous 18 
diſplays. 
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-E Sond of Martin icon Gs mourn, 


5 | : [6340 VII 0 
Bourbon's grand 
u. lamented to his 


Encounter'd Danger w 


"243-2 : 


He gen 'rouſly for een Like 3 
And Death for Glory, with! its Terrors chus d; ; 


; py HOON BIRDIE N 
Recording Annals will for ever call C2 


Him g great, who ſcarn'd to fear the Cannon-ball z | 
And Phobus Sons will to bis Honour raiſe 
An everlaſting Monument of Praiſe, 


+ 4 4 
* 


And ſing his Triumphe in immortal Lays. 


* 


His great heroick Ads to all are known, 


The num rous Bartels he has fought and won ; 
4K - How 
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The Dormitory, „ Or R inp ples : 


10 fer ; L777 cena 10 S 11. 
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Upon A Death of — 1 renbton 2 General | 
| Prince Ev GENE "of wh ; 


** 


1 * an 
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Green mourn, your Sable Robes pot on, Z 


1% ELL Y 


The guardian Angel of: your Country 8 gone; 5 


en 44 
E UGENE the noble, generous and good, .. n 
I : 91175 IN 


Who ſprung from Anceſtors of r oyat 1 Blood ; 


1 1 N PT 


Y 


Eugene the brave, che great, Firſt-bora of Fame, 
Who bravely fought, and bravely overcame : : 
He fought to ſer th inſulted Empire free | i 
From warlike Rage, and boſtl Cruelty : 


His pow rful Arme the Gallick 4 r3 tam d 
Hispania rrembl'd at his being ER, - bo 97 Tot 


Tyrannick Powers fear d his awful Hand, I 
As if Fove's Thunder: was at his Command. 
How brave did Eugene a in the Field appear, 
The Gallick Troops were ſeiz d with 2 
Fear, 96 1% 0 1% H nge zÞ 
And Slaughter nag thro' Bol, e and 


Eugene he” great, whoſe — Pow' 0 eil 


Proclaim'd him univerſal Conqueror; ha 
Tho he did always Conqueſt with him brig 11 
He's conquer d now by the remorileſs ſs King, 
That has paſt Ages into Darkneſs hurl'd, 
And ſill diſpeoples the ſucceeding World; 


And made great Eugene s royal Corpſe to lie 


A proſtrate Victim to his Sov'reignty. 
i | | - » Scepters 


Sceprers s and Crowns muſt rega 
When Death diſtobes them of Mortality. 


Muſt with the me 
When they're arreſted by impartial Death: 


The lofry'ft Monarchs, whoſe ſublimer Birtli 
Makes them ador d, and look like Gods on Earik, 
neſt Slaves reſign their Breach. = 


oa 


By theſe experienc'd Truths we ſurely know 


Tm no Dependance is on Things below. 
As this groat Prince is to che Shades tetir d, 
His Conduct will for ever be admir'd; 
Poſterior Ages Will excol his Name, 5 
And own he'd Courage equal to his ! 5 
His Glory will in future Ages ſhine, > aff) 


And be recotded to the End of Time 


He'll brighter ſhine in the fair Coutt of Fame | 


| Than'Mexander or great Ca ſar's Name. 
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The Latin 4 Poſs were VOY by a a young 
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| obſcuram ae ndr intrare aber 


Forte ubi volvebat clafſica ſeripes puer; 
Sordidus aſpectu at mirum cul mentis acumen, 


Ardens cui ſtudium, venaque dives erat. 
Non tulit egreglas comes has rr a= dete, 
At ſumptu excoluit ſuſtinuitque ſuo. 
Nec pia munificum ſpes eſt fruſtrata bene 
Namque puer fuerit ſordidus iſte prior. 
Scilicet illuſtris propria eſt ea gloria gentis, T 
Ingenuum prompta quodque fovere * 
Tollere de tenui meritos ita plebe, , 
Va.rtuti placidam ferre lubenter opem. 
Ms CANAs eſt quiſque ſuo $ACVILLUS in @vo,. 


Nemo . hunc dignus ons latere ren 


H Imitated. 
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V fuer E N noble SacynLe to the Tavern 
. « 8 | came nA 1 4 & "3 


To take a Flaſk or two of rich e 6 


The Tavern-Boy was reading with © 
The noble Flights of the Auſontan Bard; 9 
Meagre his Looks, but of a forightly Mien, 

A piercing Judgment, and a Mind ſerene; 

Endow'd with rich Variety of Parts, _ 

And Pleaſure took in Sciences and Arts: 

The noble Lord tranſported with Delight 

To find a Genius in the Boy ſo bright, 

Th' aſpiring Youth w 5 to Parnaſſus ſent, 

7 Under the ſacred M iſes Government, 

And tutor'd at the ie Peer's Expence 

In that capacious Field of Eloquence : | 

Succeſs attended on the Muſes Son, 

«© And bright Apollo claim'd him for his own. 


Twas 


AAS” 
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"Twas bravely done, the hopeful vouth ann 


From a mean State to wear Apollt's Bays. 
SACVILLE, thy worthy Acts will gain Renown, | 
And thy great Name with laſting Honour crown, 
Brave SACVILLE ſprung from the Mecænian Line, 


Mecenian Virtues in a SACvILLE ſhine: 
ee ee ee dec codec 
Wi 2 Grandeur not comparable zo a 


virtuous Life. | 


"_ 18 9 


* 
* 


H- 0 W vain are they who place cheir Hap- 


pineſs e 
In th' fading Glories of the Univerſe?" 


Not all the dazzling Charms of Riches can 
To real Bliſs convey the worldly Man. 

Vain Pomp and Grandeur oft inflame the Mind, 
And make us be to vicious Ads inclin d; 

In them we no ſubſtantial Comfort find. | 

| Starely Palaces, and rich Furniture, | 
From the Spectators great Applauſe procure, 


Nye anxious Cares th Owners | oft endure. | 
| * 2 Th 


4 - 
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Th' ambitious Man's with daily Cares oppreſs'd, 
He harbours various Troubles in his Breaſt, þ 
And Thirſt of Honour Mill diſturbs his Reſt. 
'Tis to the Senſualiſt his chief Delight 

To gratify his luſtful Appetit,, 
Perpetual Slave to his unlawful Pleaſure, e 
He W his e and vainly ſpends his Trea- 
Felicity i is no here known (we bad) © 
But in ck Enjoyment of a peaceful. Mind. 
Happy" s the Man who walks i in Wisdom $ Ways, 
And dedicates to Virtue all his n 
He's like a fertile Tree that ſpreading grows 
Near to a Pleaſant Stream that gently flows, 
Whoſe fragrant Bloſſoms i in perfection ſhine, 


And yields delicious Fruit at th appointed Time; Y 
| Whoſe beautcous Leaf no fatal Storm ſhall blaſt, 
But on his tow' ring Head © its verdant Hue ſhall laſt; 
"5 He ſweetly reaps the, Bleſſings of the Land, 

And all ſhall proſper chat he takes in hand; 


He 
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For all the Favouts mn alle link 
He fits caubenbedly i in ey'ry State, 
And chuſech to be good, ot 9b iy gn. 


0 * 
9 - * - 


os — toes a 
De n of the Chriftian en | 


LL muſt acknowledge (all that ate fincete) 
| A That Chriſtian Precepts the divineſt ate; 
Let all the Curious ſearch the World around. 
No clearer Syſtems can therein be found? 
ow far exceed the philoſophick Rules 


ver'd by the Sophiſts of the Shook: 


No ed Schemes ſpeak more in Truth's De- 


 (Tho' tipt with all the flowing Eloquence) 
Than thoſe pure Doctrines by our Saviour caught, 
And the glad Tidings which the Goſpel brought 
There all the F aichful i in Perfection can 


Didem their Duty both to God and Man: 
AF | There 


— 
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Tbere ſacred Truths in ev'ry Sentence be, a= 
And all its Laws are holy and divine” t 1s co 


Strictly obſery d they rectify the Mind. : 
And curb thi-unruly Paffiofs of Mankind; 
With vicious Habits keep perpetual Heiße, . 
Correct che Manners, and reform the Life. * 1 i 
Freely the Great, the Small, the Rich, the Poor, 

; May from this living Fountain draw their Store. 
Thoſe Precepts by our bleſſed Lord were givin % 
| To fit us for the approaching Joys of Heav'n.. 
In this ſound Faith (by God's affiſting Grace) 
TII always live, and end my Chriſtian Race. 


Se AN ee eee ries 


Deus & | » 
Dic mihi cur Dei memor 2 atque Diei? 


Oro, Laboro. 
& 1. me, Fs Sons of Men, wy you 
| employ | 
' Your Thoughts on God, and th Ay ee 
_ + OT BIO 12 UP 
: MS. 5 1 Our 
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A. Our Duty's to implore the Pow'r divine 


To bleſs che Labours of the Day, 1 
And moſt, induſtr'ouſly employ our "AY A 


pot 
8 — 


F 


In Proj wy V1 RT UE. as of 
mhh aa Verſe; tolol14 5 1 


| V TIR TUE, how juſtly we extol thy Name! 
How bright and amiable doſt thou appear! 


| Thou malt thy Voraries to be. belov gee 2273 14 


And reverenc'd by all chat's good and great i Dok 


Empires and Kingdoms ſtand in need 
Without thy Aid they” re in a tott ring State. By 


I 


Thoſe Commonwealths and States aaa walt 


* 


Where Virtue and Integrity reſide. 3 


Virtuous Magiſtrates do govern well, 


Diſtribute Juſtice with impartial Hand; 

No private Intereſt do they prefer 

Before the Peace and Safety of the State 1 
The 
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The virtuous Man acts with Fidelity, O0 N 
For his Frites: s Safety, and his Country's Good; 
Thinks nothing great but vrhat is truly ſa, 
* Virtue makes his Mind invincible, 
And places him above Dame Fortune's reach, 


No Infelicity can him diſinay, . 
Nor can Misfortunes make him quit his Ground; 


He always does his Duty che 


2 ” 4 
3 % 4 * ; : . 


Tr makes him truly great and nable hems <= 
And that without che Help of, Heraldryz | £ 
It gives him Peace and Comfartin this Life, es 

And ws, him for eternal Jays hereafter. 8 TY 


— Woolſton's Epitaph, Author of the | 
Diſcourſes - againſt the Miracles * our 
7 AX 


A Poſtare Woo/fon lies within this 1. ; 

A Who was ador'd by ch atheiftick Race! 
A ſecond 7 udas, whoſe notorious Crime | wy 
Will be recorded to the End of Time, | 


Fudas 


ee ee | 6 
Jude and Woo Non by Command were ſent - 
To preach Remiſſion (whereſoe' er they wen) |, 


Of Sins to all chat truly did repent, 

Tho they were lawfully ordain'd to be 
Promulgers of our LORD 's Divinity, 

Both prov'd Apoſtates 1 in the high'ſ degree. 
Judas for Gain his Sov' reign LoRD betray'd; 
Woo Non, puff d up with Vanity and Pride, 


His Sov'reign LorD's Divinity deny d. 
Moolſton pernicious Tenets held, tis known, 
| And mage himſelf a Scandal to the Gown. 


From hence he's gone loaded with Guilt and 
| Shame, 


And as his Body periſh, let his Name. 

As for his Soul, I dare no more to ſay, | 

Duc leav't wth G OD until 5 e py 
0 por the e glorious ir 1. orks * 8 een 


YL Hen we behold this beauteous, lovely 
bo Frame, 0 


And the gay Robes which do 8 che ſame, 
We e to praiſe che great Creator's Name. 
Ks Heaven' 9 


4 ff 
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Heaven? s high Arch vides Globes with Luſtre 
„ 
Diſplays the various Marks of Skill divine; "x 


That glorious Lamp che Sun, the Spring of Day, 
(To whom the Heathens Adoration pay) 
Parent of Nature, Source of vital Hear, 
| Whoſe chearing Rays do all Things.animate, : 
The Moon and. Stars,which gild the ſable Night, 
| Appear delightful nel, and bright; : | 
And like the glorious Planer of the Day, 5 
Around the Globe their lucid Beams diſplay, 
Next we deſcend to this terraqueous? Ball, 
Where moſt delightful Scenes are ſen by all; 
The lofty Hills are crown'd with ſtately Bow! rs, 
And vales are ſprinkl d with moſt fragrant Flow'rs; 
Enamell'd Meads with beauteous Aſpects ſmile, 
And the rich Fields reward the Tiller” 8 Toll. 
The ſhady Groves contain the feather'd Throng, 
And each chants forth his moſt melodious Song. 


Our Grotto's, Woods, and Lawns, do us fopply 
With Quadrupeds of rich Variety. | 


| Rivers 


00 
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E Who gaily ſport within che liquid Space: 
| Whoſe Silver Scales, with Fins of Ty rin b. 


Preſery'd in Order by, thy P Pow r divine. „ 2 4 


| up lofty Muſe, wr in a Wie Strain, 


But Dame Pecunia tempts them to engage: 


A N Farm, with Corn and Cattle -grac d; 


neee Ste alles num a, 


Adorn the Seas as Stars adorn the Sky, 


Thy wondrous Works, Dns KD! with , 
ſhine, | 


25 F 


0 0 fee, niminm, n fu 75 l ene, 


Ai! — 


The happy State of chat induſtrious —_ _ 


Who free from noiſy Courts, and from the Bar, 


Where Law-Expounders in a feigned War 9 4 4 
Oppoſe each other with difſembl'd Rage, | Yo 
'Tis not Aras, ſhe is fled away F 1 
To Heav'n, or with the Country Swain to ſtay, _ | 7 

A Country-Houſe, a Garden neatly dreſs d, 9 4 


Conve- 


* hs with induſtrious Cre 17 


+ WP | » | 4 — 4 : : 


4 2 £ os 


Baſh 6 for the: Houſhold wholfome Food Prepare, bp i 
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el glide; 
Walk wich Pleaſure by chat gene. fide 5.; * 
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W x » 


us C s of inconſtant Fate: You on 


„ 
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6 Kabel wirt, Ne Air, 3 
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